Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



U J ^2ZKZ. 70 



^arbarb College liinrarp 




FBOM THE 

BRIGHT LEGACY 

One hftlf the income from this Legacy, which wm re- 
ceired in 1880 under the will of 

JONATHAN BROWN BRIGHT 
of Waltham, MaMachutettt, is to be expended for books 
for the College Library. The other lialf of the income 
is devoted to scholarships in Harvard University for the 
benefit of descendants of 

HENRY BRIGHT, JR., 
who died at Watertown, Massachusetts, in 1686. In the 
absence of such descendants, other persons are eligible 
to the scholarships. The will requires that this announce- 
ment shall be made in every book added to the Library 
under its provisions. 



PROCEEDINGS ^^ 

Go 



OF THE 



DEMOCRATIC MTIONAL CONVENTIOIf, 



HELD AT BALTIMORE, JUNE 1--5, 1852, 



FOR THE NOIIIKATION OF CANDIDATES FOR 



PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT 



OF TRB 



UNITED STATES. 



WASHINGTON: 

PRINTED BY ROBERT ARMSTRONQ. 

1852. 






HARVARD 

UNIVERSITY 

LIBRARY 

AUG 301945 



S/^r-ky' ' 




<-* ^ 



PROCEEDINGS 



OP THE 



DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION, 



HELD 

AT BALTIMORE, JUNE 1—5, 1852. 



TUESDAY, June 1, 1852. 

The delegates elect to the Democratic National Convention assembled 
in the hall of the Maryland Institute, in Baltimore, which had been pre- 
pared for their reception by a Committee of Arrangements appointed by 
the democrats of Baltimore, to whom the convention were indebted, 
throughout the session, for their voluntary contributions and untiring 
exertions, through their committees and the persons employed by them, 
for the accommodations which were furnished , to the fullest extent, in the 
most liberal and convenient manner possible, for so large an assemblage^ 
Neither pains nor expense were spared by the people of Baltimore to pro- 
mote the comfort and facilitate the proceedings of the convention. The 
delegation of each State was attended by pages from the public schools, 
who had volunteered their services. 

At 12 o'clock precisely, Hon. B. F. Hallett, of Massachusetts, took 
the chair, and said : 

Gentlemen Delegates elect to the Democratic National Convention : It has 
been assigned to me, as chairman of the Democratic National Committee, 
appointed by the last convention, to call this convention to order. Is it 
your pleasure that the convention do now come to order? 

Criesof *^aye!" ^<aye!" 

Mr. Hallett. Gentlemen, I am requested by the Committee of Ar- 
rangements, who have provided this hall for us, to state that their ne- 
cessities have required that they should so arrange the seats upon this, 
platform as to correspond, for each State, to the number of its electoral 
members in the electoral college ; and they request, as a means of for- 
warding the order and deliberations of this convention, and arriving at 
that result of harmony and co-operation which we so earnestly desire, 
that those States whose delegates are here in larger numbers than their 
congressional votes, will have the kindness to make a selection, or desig- 
nation, in such manner as to leave upon the platform the number of per- 
sons corresponding to their electoral votes ; and those who exceed that 
number, whether as delegates or alternates, will be accommodated with 
seats below the platform. The members of the State conventions, and 
those who are not delegates, except those who have beew ^^"s^^^^ ^^-^^a^ 
upon this platform, are also requested to lake \he\t ^^^\s&\^^^^ « 
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Gentlemen, if you will give me your attention, I will proceed, as a 
matter of form, to read the call which was made for this convention. It 
is as follows : 

To the Democratic Party throughout the Union. 

Washinot'ON, January 1, 1852. 

A concentration of opinion from all the States, as far as practicable, 
upon some time and place for holding the next National Democratic Con- 
vention, is indispensable to the union and organization of the party for 
the presidential canvass of 1852. 

With this view the ^^ Democratic National Committee," consisting of 
one from each State, appointed by the Democratic National Conveniion 
of 1848, *^to promote the democratic cause," and with the power to fill 
vacancies, assembled in this city, in pursuance of a well-considered call 
for that purpose ; at which meeting, on the 29th and 30th of December, 
1851, and the 1st of January, 1852, the thirty-one States of the Union 
were represented. And, upon conlerence with democratic members of 
Congress, and consulting the action of State conventions, as far as they 
have expressed any wishes on the subject, the committee, with entire 
unanimity, have arrived at a conclusion, which they respectfully submit 
for your ratification. 

The Democratic National Committee accordingly recommend that a 
convention of the democratic party throughout the Union, by delegates 
duly appointed by the democrats of the several States, be held in the city 
of Baltimore, on Tuesday, the first day of June, 1P52, (at 12 m.,) to nom- 
inate candidates for President and Vice President of the United States, to 
be supported by the democratic party at the election on Tuesday, the 2d 
day of November, 1852. 

The national convention of 1848 adopted the following recommenda- 
tion as to the number of delegates to be chosen in each State : 

'"""Resolved That it be recommended that hereafter each State be entitled to as many delegates 
in future Democratic National Con ven lions as it has in the electoral college, and no more. ' 

By order of the democratic National Committee. 

B. P. HALLETT, Chairma?i. 
W. F. Ritchie and R. H. Stanton, Secretaries. 

Gentlemen, in pursuance of this call, you are now assembled from all 
, parts and sections of this vast country, and the organization of this con- 
vention, and the object for which it has come together, is now before you, 
to take such action as you may think proper. That object is to restore 
the democratic party to power, and, with it, to bring back concord be- 
tween the different sections of the tfnion ; and I only desire to suggest 
to you that, as members of this great convention, meeting one another in 
this spirit and for this purpose, we resolve that we will stand here together, 
atid sustain the position that the party, whose representatives we are, now 
occupies before the people, and which the result of this convention will 
consummate — of the union of the democratic party throughout the Union, 
to preserve and maintain the Union. 

It now only remains for me, in this preliminary capacity, to call for 
the nomination of a president, pro tern., to preside over you in your, 
organization. 
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Mr. Bright, of Indiana, nominated, as chairman for the temporarj^' 
organization of this convention, General Romulus M. Saunders, of North. 
Carolina. 

The question upon the nomination for chairman, pro tern., was then 
taken, and General Romulus M. Saunders declared to be chosen for that 
office. 

General Saunders was then conducted to the chair by Mr. Bright, of 
Indiana. 

Mr. Saunders expressed his thanks for the honor which had been 
conferred upon him by the representatives of the democracy of the United 
States, in selecting him to preside temporarily over the convention. He 
was the more proud of the honor because those by whom it was conferred 
came from every part of this vast republic, and represented the democracy 
of this Union, extending from Maine to the Capes of Florida, and to the 
rich shores of Texas and California. He flattered himself that nothing- 
would, or could, occur to disturb that harmony, order, and concert of 
action so necessary and important to the successful progress of democratic 
mesisures. He hoped that the convention would be united, that there 
would be no division among them, and that they might thus set an 
example to be followed elsewhere; for union alone was necessary for their 
success in the future. He was under the impression, however, that the 
course he had indicated would be pursued, and that that degree of order 
would be preserved which was absolutely necessary to the success and 
prosecution of the business of the convention, feeling well assured him- 
self that if he exhibited any deficiency as presiding officer it would l>e 
supplied by the superior intelligence of the convention. He concluded 
by saying that he was prepared to receive any motion which might be 
necessary for the temporary organization of the body. 

Mr. Edward C. West, of New York, Mr. S. C. Pavatt, of Ten- 
nessee, Mr. E. Barksdale, of Mississippi, and Mr. William Stewart, 
of Indiana, were severally appointed temporary secretaries. 

At the request of the president, pro fem.y the Rev. J. Campbell White, 
rector of St. Andrew's episcopal church, Baltimore, then addressed the 
Throne of Grace in prayer : 

Infinite and Eternal Jehovah, the father of light and the fountain of all wisdom, from whom 
all gifts descend — all blessings- flow ; without whom no good aim or object can prosper or 
succeed, gi%'e unto this assembly thy countenance and support, and put into the hearts of this 
people a fervent desire to maintain and advance the true liberty of this our common country. 

Give them a right judgment in all their actions— divorce them from all selfish ambition and 
sectional ))rejudice8— take away from them all things that may prevent and hinder their perfect 
union — remove from them all jealousies, strifes and contentions, and unite them in the firm 
and unwavering purpose of seeiing only to crown the altar of our liberty with glorious blos- 
soms of new light and power. 

Grant that no unhappy discord may be harbored here, but that this assembly, gathered from 
the remotest points of our favored land, may convene here as a band of brothers — replete witl^ 
wisdom — humble, even on the summit of our national prosperity — dead to every voice but 
(hat of virtue, patriotism and love — and seeking only to shape the lot of this bright and 
luminous i«public in accordance with thy holy laws. 

Guide ana bless this council. Direct, control and prosper all their deliberations for the best 
rood of our land. May they seek to please none but tnee, and may no power divert thetti 
from their aim. 

Keep before them the truth, that as Solomon took it as an evident proof that she did not bear 
a mother^s affection to her child which yielded to have it cut in divers parts, so willi'the world 
at large question the patriotism of him who suffers the storm of passion to drown h^a iw^ftx^'sx 
in the union of our beloved country. 

Gnuit, Sacred Father, that the plenteous streams of meTC7 axA oi \oNfexa»L-^ ^«a5^xA.x»$«^ 
(his cott¥fintiofl— aad that dwerr&ad with which it is c\iaxge^ ma^ \>e IxiXfi^^ w^a- «^q.hi\x«». 
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with success beyond their brightest expectations. And so may our country's cause advance 
until every column in the temple of freedom shall be wreathed with amaranthine flowers, and 
srerv corner of our land become an altar to thy praise and glory. 
All of which we beg in the name of our blessed Redeemer. Amen. 

Mr. Thompson, of Mississippi, then submitted the following resolution, 
which was agreed to : 

Re^olvedy That a committee of one person from each State, to be selected by the delegates 
thereof, be appointed to select the permanent officers of this convention. 

Under the above resolution the respective delegations selected the fol- 
lowing gentlemen to act as the 

COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION. 

Maine — W. C. Allen. Alabama — ^J. W. Bridges. 

Ne7v Hampshire — ^J. R. Redding. Mississippi — Jacob Thompson. 

Vprmont — Lucius B. Peck. Louisiana — W. G. Kendall. 

Massachusetts — Caleb Gushing. O^io— Wm. Kennon. 

Rhode Island — Philip Allen, jr. Kentucky-^G . W. Stevenson. 

Connecticut — J. T. Pratt. Tennessee— 3. K. Howard. 

New York — Zadoc Pratt. Indiafta—Fiulej Bjgger. 

New Jersey — Samuel Westcott. 7//i«ois— Thomas L. Harris. 

Pennsylvania — H. B. Wright. Missouri — Montgomery Blair. 

Delaware — A. P. Shannon. Arkansas — N. B. Burrow. 

Maryland — Hugh Ely. Michigan — J. H. Harmon. 

Virginia — Henry A. Wise. Florida — David L. Yulee. 

North Carolina — Robert P. Dick. Iowa — W. F. Coolbaugh. 

South Carolina — Wisconsin — J. A. Bryan. 

Georgia — Joseph Sturgis, J. H. Texas — W.P.Duval. 

Lumpkin. California — Chas. Loring. 

Mr. Wright, of Pennsylvania, submitted the following resolution : 

* 

Jtesolved^ That all persons, except delegates, alternates, and reporters of the public press, be 
excluded from the platform of this hall. 

Mr. W. remarked that he had been informed by the committee who 
had this subject in cliarge tliat the platform was abundantly large to 
accommodate the delegations, alternates^ and reporters of the press 
present. 

Mr. Thurman, of Ohio, moved to strike out of the resolution the word 
alternates. 

On motion of Mr. Ward, of New York, the resolution of Mr. Wright 
was then laid on the table/ for the purpose of enabling him to offer the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That a cominittee of one delegate from each State be selected by the dele^tions 
thereof, who shall exsimine and report upon the credentials of members of this convention. 

The resolution was agreed to and the committee selected. The State 
of Georgia, having two sets of delegates present, declined to appoint a 
member on the committee, anil gave notice that each set of delegates had 
appointed one of its members to advocate before the committee their 
claims to recognition. 

The following are the 

COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 

Maine — Thos. D. Jones. Massachusetts — Isaac Davis. 

A&ipHampsAire — Edmund Burke. Rhode Island — W. B. Lawrence.. 
yerjnoiU—IsasLC Bo wdio. CmnectiGUt— } • Y( . atodauia. 



New York — ^J. W. Nye. Kentucky — W. A, Hogue. 

New Jersey — ^J. C. Potts. Indiana — Alex. F.Morrison. 

Pennsylvania — Isaac P. Flanaken. Illinois — S. S. Hays. 
Delaware — ^A. H. Wickersham. Missouri — ^R. F. l^keman. 
Maryland—Joxvis Spencer. Arkansas — S. C. Roane. 

Virginia — W. C. Flournoy. Michigan — Alex. W. Buel. 

North Carolifia — ^Abram C. Rencher. Florida — Chas. Byrn. 
Alabama — ^John M. Malone. Tea:as — Mathias Ward. 

Mississippi — Wm. Mc Willie. Iowa — S. S. Carpenter. 

Louisiana — John Mc Vey. Wisconsin — H. C. Hobart. 

Ohio — A. G. Thnrman. California — W. H. Richardson. 

Tennessee — ^E. W. M. King. 

Mr. Burrow, of Arkansas j offered the following resolution: 

Retolved^ That the Committee on Organization be instructed to report rules for the gOTem 
ment of this convention, and that, in the meantime, the rules of the last conyention be th 
rules of this body. 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Thurman, of Ohio, the convention adjourned to 5 
o'clock, p. m. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The convention met, and was called to order by the President, /^ro tern. 
Mr. Thompson, of Mississippi, chairman of the Committee on Organ- 
ization, submitted the following report: 

REPORT ON ORGANIZATION. 

The committee appointed to report officers for the permanent organiza- 
tion of the convention and rules for its government, make the following 
report: 

For President. 
Hon. John W. Davis, of Indiana. 

For Vice Presidents. 

John Irwin, of Alabama. John B. Nevit, of Mississippi. 

Samuel C. Roane, of Arkansas. B. A. James, of Missouri. 

Henry A. Lyons, California. Samuel Tilton, of N. Hampshire. 

James T. Pratt, of Connecticut. David S. Craig, of New Jersey. 

Charles Wright, of Delaware. Zadoc Pratt, of New York. 

John Branch, of Florida. Weldon N. Edwards, of N. Carolina. 

Joseph Day, of Georgia. William Medill, of Ohio. 

James B. Foley, of Indiana. David Lynch, of Pennsylvania. 

Doct. Chas. Johnson, of Illinois. Welcome B. Sayles, of R. Island. 

George Gillaspy, of Iowa. , of South Carolina. 

Levi Tyler, of Kentucky. Cave Johnson, of Tennessee. 

Emile La Sere, of Louisiana. Ashbel Smith, of Texas. 

Amos M. Roberts, of Maine. David A. Smalley, of Vermont. 

Edward Lloyd, of Maryland. Charles Yancey, of Virginia. 

Henry H. Childs, of Mass. Nelson Dewey, of Wva^ox^sAxv* 
Elon Farnsworth^ of Michigan. 
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Secretaries. 

E. 0. West, of New York. L. Y. Lusk, of Loaisiana. 

S. C. Pavatt, of Tennessee. S. H. Ayer, of New Hampshire. 

E. Barksdale, of Mississippi. O. S. Dewey, of North Carolina. 
Willianj Stewart, of Indiana. Saml. D. Patterson, of Pennsylvania. 

F. Crittenden, of Connecticnt. C. Pryor, of Virginia. 

W. A. Hacker, of Illinois. David Noggle, of Wisconsin. 

E. B. Bartlett, of Kentucky. 

The committee also reported the following resolutions on rules, which 
were adopted : 

1. JUwhedj That the rules of the House of Representatives ,. as far as applicable for the gov- 
emment of the convention, be adopted as the rules of this convention. 

S. Resohed, ThaC two-thirds of the whole number of votes given shall be necessary to a 
nomination of candidates for president and vice-president of the United States by this convention. 

8. Itts^hed, That, in votii^ upon any question which may arise in the proceedings of this 
convention, Uie votes shall be taken by States, at the request of any one State, each State to be 
entitled to the number of votes to which said State is entitled in the next electoral college^ 
without repu*d to the number of delegates in attendance, the manner in which said vote is to 
be cast to be decided by the delegation of each State for itself. 

. Mr. Creighton, of Ohio, moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
second resolution reported by the Committee on Organization was 
adopted. 

A motion was made to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

On demand of the State of Maryland, the question was taken by States, 
and the vote resulted as follows : 

Yeas. — ^Maine, 8 ; New Hampshire, 6 ; Vermont, 6 ; Massachusetts, 13; 
Rhode Island, 4 ; Connecticut, 6 ; New Yoric, 31 ; New Jersey, 7 ; Penn- 
sylvania, 27 ; Delaware, 3 ; Maryland, 8; Virginia, 15; North Carolina, 
10; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; Louisiana, 6 ; Ohio, 7 ; 
Kentucky, 12; Tennessee, 12; Indiana, 13; Illinois, II ; Missouri, 9 ; 
Arkansas, 4; Michigan, 6 ; Florida, 3 ; Texas, 4; Iowa, 4; Wisconsin, 
6 ; California, 4-.total 269. 

Nays.— New York, 3 ; Ohio,* 10— total, 13. 

The report of the Committee on Organization was then adopted. 

On motion, a committee of three, consisting of Messrs. Stevenson, of 
Kentucky, Wise, of Virginia, and Thompson, of Mississippi, were ap- 
pointed to wait upon the president and vice presidents elect, inform them 
of their election, and conduct diem to their seats; which duty was per- 
formed by the committee. 

The Hon. John W. Davis, on taking the chair, addressed the con- 
vention, as follows: 

Oentlemen of the convention : I return you my sincere and cordial 
acknowledgments for the honor you have conferred upon me in calling 
me to preside over your deliberations. Although not altogether unused 
to the duties of the chair, I approach it on this occasion with great 
doubt as to my success in presiding over so large an assembly. I ask 
you, by way of assisting me to discharge the arduous duties and respon- 
sibilities of the situation, to bear in mind that good old maxim, that 
** order is Heaven's first law.'' I shall call largely for your forbearance; 
may I not say I shall ask even more ? 1 shall ask you to exercise that 
higher Christian virtue called ^' forgiveness," not only towards the chair, 

* The residue of the ddegation decUacd f o\xa^» 



but towards each other. I ask also, and I conjure you, as fellow-demo- 
crats, embarked in the great cause of democracy — I conjure you by all the 
obligations that* rest upon us as a party — that you will cultivate harmony, 
conciliation, compromise — " everything for principles, nothing for men." 

Mr. Kettlewell, of Baltimore, chairman of the citizens' committee 
of reception, &c., stated that the committee selected by the democrats of 
Baltimore to provide accommodations for the convention, found it difficult 
to insure the observance of the necessary regulations, or to explain them 
to the delegates, that committee having no voice in the convention. He 
therefore requested, on behalf of the committee of citizens, that a com- 
mittee of five members of the convention be appointed to co-operate with 
that committee in arranging and designating the seats for members, the 
mode of admission to the hall, and in preserving the order of members in 
entering and taking their seats; which request having been complied with, 
'■ The president appointed, as such committee, Mr. Hallett, of Massachu- 
setts, Mt. Angell, of New York, Mr. Van Dyke, of Pennsylvania, Mr. 
Sayles, of Rhode Island, and Mr. Welsh, of Virginia. 

A motion was made that the convention adjourn to 10 o'clock, a. m., 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Rantoitl, of Massachusetts, desired to make a correction ih the 
journal with regard to the vote upon the two-thirds rule; but the motion 
to adjourn not being withdrawn, he said he would do so in the morning. 

The question being then taken upon the motion to adjourn, it was 
agreed to. 

And thereupon, at 7 o'clock, the convention adjourned. 



SECOND DA Y— Wednesday morning, June 2, 1852. 

^ At 10 o'clock the President called the convention to order. The 
reading of the journal was dispensed with. Prayer by the Rev. Mr. 
Plummer, of Pennsylvania. 

B. B. French, esq., at the request of the President, took his place ^s 
one of the secretaries: 

The President announced that the presentation of reports from the 
several committees was the first business in order. 

Mr. Burrow, of Arkansas, offered the following resolutions: 

"Resolved, That a committee of one from each State be appointed to report the resolutions 
composing the Baltimore platform. 

Resolved, That the member from eaeh State, on said committee, be named by the delegation 
of tlie State from which he sh^l be taken, and that said committee have power to elect their 
chairman from their own body, or the body of the convention. 

Mr. Charlick, of New York, moved to amend by striking out " one 
member from each State,'' and inserting " two.^^ 

Mr. Brown, of Tennessee, offered the following resolution in lieu of 
the resolutions offered by Mr. Burrow, to wit: 

Resolved, That a committee of one from each State be appointed, to whom all resolutions ift 
relation to the creed or platform of the democratic party shall be referred on presentation, 
without debate. 

The question recurring on Mr. Charlick's amendment, 
. Mr. Burrow moved to lay the resolution and amendme\it^ ^w^nJoansSs^^s 
which motion prevailed. 
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Mr. Borden, of Indiana, moved that a committee of one from each 
State be appointed to report persons to constitute the democratic national 
committee. Adopted, nem. con. 

Mr Phillips, of Alabama^ oflFered the following Resolutions^ to wit : 

Whereas, the several acts passed by the thirty-first Congress, known as the compromise 
acts, though received with disfavor by large portions of the people of the southern ana south- 
western States, has been acquiesced in by the people of those States, in the determination to 
abide by them rather than to hazard the peace and narmony of the Union : 

And whereas, also the act passed at the scone session, amendatory of the act of 1793, 
respecting "fugitives from justice and persons escaping from the service of their masters,*' 
constitutes an essential part of that series of measures which has been submitted to the 
country as an " adjustment" or "final settlement" of the slavery agitation : Therefore — 

Rewlvedt That the act herein referred to, and known as the fuffitive-slaye act, is clothed 
with the highest sanctions, and that good faith, as well as legal obligations, demand its 
lull and faithful execution. 

Reiolved, That the national democratic party is based upon the equality and prosperity 
of the States and the perpetuity of their Union ; it will therefore sternly resist all measures 
which tend to impair the one or destroy the other. 

Mr. Sturgis, of Georgia, moved that these resolutions be laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed, and made the special order of the day 
for to-morrow ; which was disagreed to. 

Mr. Charlick, of New York, offered the following amendment: 

Eesolvedf That it is the duty of the federal government, so far as its power extends, to 
secure to each section of the confederacy the undisturbed enjoyment of its constitutional 
rights, and that a rigid and faithful enforcement of the act passed on the 18th of Septem- 
ber, A. D. 1850, providing for the reclamation of fugitives from labor, is indispensably 
necessary to the perpetuity of the Union ; that all attempts to impair its efficacy or weaken 
its guarantees, shoula be discountenanced and resisted by every well-wisher of the republic. 

But before any question was taken, 

Mr. Brown, of Tennessee, moved to take up the resolutions of Mr. 
Burrow, of Arkansas; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HoGUE, of Illinois^ moved the previous question; which motion 
was seconded, and 

The convention voted that the main question should now be put. 

And the question recurring on Mr. Charlick's amendment^ it was 
rejected. 

The question was then taken on striking out the original resolution of 
Mr. Burrow and inserting the resolution of Mr. Brown, which was carried 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. Brown's resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. Bright, of Indiana, moved the following resolutions; which were 
referred to the Committee on the Platform. 

Resolved, That the democratic party of the Union, faithful now, as in times past, to the 
compacts of the federal constitution, regard it as a primary duty to abide by tne series of 
measures known as the Compromise, and will deprecate any attempt to impair their effi- 
cacy, as tending to weaken the bonds of our national Union. 

Resolvedf That the fugitive-slave law, being in strict accordance to the requirements of 
the constitution, its execution and maintenance are demanded as an act of justice to the 
States and people of the South, and as a guarantee to all the sections of our beloved country 
that the constitutional rights of none shSl ever be impaired. 

Mr. Thompson, of Mississippi, moved to adjourn until 4 o'clock, p. m. 
Motions were also made to adjourn till 5 and till 3 o'clock this evening. 

The President stated the question to be upon the longest time first. 

The question being then taken upon the motion to adjourn till 5 o'clock^ 
it was rejected. 

The question then recurred upon the motion to adjourn till 4 o'clock. 

Mr. Hallett said that if the convention will adjourn till 6 o'clock this 
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evening, we can arrange the platform so as to accommodate all the dele 
gates to this convention. The carpenters are here, ready to go to work 
now, and the arrangements can all be completed by 6 o'clock, 

Tlie President stated, that in consequence of that statement, he would 
put the question again upon the motion to adjourn till 6 o'clock this 
evening. 

The question being taken upon the adjournment till 5 o'clock this 
evening, it was agreed to ; 

And the convention accordingly adjourned. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The convention met at 5, p. m. 

Mr. Hallett, of Massachusetts, from the Committee of Superintend- 
ance, reported, that by the arrangements now made in the hall, there was 
room for sixteen hundred persons within the area of the floor occupied by 
the convention. That the chairman of each delegation had been pro- 
vided with tickets of admission for the number he claimed for his delega- 
tion, which number, as reported by the members of the Committee on 
Credentials for the respective States, amounted to 695, for which seats 
were provided ; being an excess of 306 over the electoral votes of the States 
represented. There had also been every possible effort made to accom^ 
mod ate the public press ^ and that sixty two tables and seats had been 
provided for reporters. 

Mr. H. further stated that the staging from which the seats had been 
removed would furnish sufficient space, without the bar, to accothmodate 
members of Congress and of the Maryland Legislature who might desire 
to be present ; and he therefore moved that tickets of admission be issued 
to members of Congress present, and the members of the Maryland Legis- 
lature then in the city, entitling them to seats on the upper floor, which 
has been reserved for that purpose ; which motion was lost. 

COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 



The following members of the Committee on Resolutions were reported 
by the delegates of the several States : 



Maine — ^D. W. Bradley. 
New Hampshire — C. G. Atherton. 
Vermont — D. A. Smalley. 
Massachusetts — B. P. Hallett. 
Rhode Island — ^Philip Allen, ji. 
Connecticut — ^William P. Burrall. 
Neip York — Henry C. Murphy, 
New Jersey — ^J. T. Crowell. 
Pennsylvania — ^Andrew H. Reeder. 
Delaware — William T. Osborne. 
Maryland — Hiram McCuliough. 
FiV^inia— Shelton P. Leake. 
North Carolina— D. K. McRae. 
Alabama— B. Phillips. 
Mississijjpi^John D. Preeman. 



Louisiana — Pierre Soule. 
Ohio—Geo. W. Manypenny. 
Kentucky — ^J. W. Stevenson. 
Tennessee — Aaron V. Brown. 
Indiana — Robert Dale Owe^, 
Illinois— J. T. Hoge. 
Missouri — ^T. R. Oomick, 
Arkansas — ^N. B. Barrow. 
Michigan— G. E. Stewart. 
Florida — Jesse Cole. 
Texas — ^R. Scurry. 
Jowa — ^P. B. Bradley. 
Wisconsin — Nelson Dewy. 
Calif omia — E, D. K«3CM3aKi\A^* 
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Mr. DuGRo, of New York, sent to the Chdir the foHowing resolution, 
which was read, and referred to the Committee on the Platform. 

* 

Resolved, That, in our opinion, the public domain belongs to the people of the United States, 
and Uiat Congress has the powder to dispose of it for the benefit of the people. 

We therefore believe that it would be conducive to the common welfare of the Union , and 
to the interest of the government, that limited portions of the public lands should be allotted to 
every actual settler upon them, to be inalienably enjoyed. 

Mr. Nabors, of Mississippi, offered the following resolution : 

Re'tolved, That this convention will not go into the nomination of candidates for President 
and Vice President until the platform of the party is laid down. 

Which, after some debate, was withdrawn by the mover. 

Mr. Wise, of Virginia, renewed the resolution of Mr. Nabors. 

Mr. Thompson, of Mississippi, moved to lay said resolution on the 
table. 

The State of Kentucky demanded the vote by States, which was 
ordered, and the vote resulted as follows : 

Yea5.— Maine, 8 ; New Hampshire, 6 ; Vermont, 6 ; Massachusetts, 13 ; 
Rhode Island, 4 ; Connecticut, 6 ; New York, 24 ; New Jersey, 7 ; Dela- 
ware, 85 Maryland, 8; Mississippi, 7; Louisiana, 6, Ohio, 17; Ten- 
nessee, 12 ; Illinois, 12 ; Michigan, 6 ; Florida, 3 ; Iowa, 4 3 Wisconsin, 
S — ^total, 165. 

Nays. — New York, 11 ; Pennsylvania, 27 ; Virginia, 15 ; North Caro- 
lina, 10 ; Alabama, 9 ; Ohio, 5 ; Kentucky, 12 ; Indiana, 13 ; Missouri, 
9 ; Arkansas, 4 ,• Texas, 4 ; California, 4— total. 111. 

So the motion tb lay on the table prevailed 

Mr. Burke, of New Hampshire, chairman of the Committee on Cre^ 
dentials, in behalf of that committee, submitted the following 

REPORT. 

The Committee on Credentials beg leave to report : 

That they have attended to the duty assigned them, and find that all the 
States of the Union are represented in this convention by delegations 
duly elected by the several States or districts thereof, with the exception 
of South Carolina ; full lists of which delegations are appended to, and 
made a part of, this report. 

That there were contesting claimants for the seats of the entire delie- 
gation from the State of Georgia, from the third district in the State of 
Maine, from the second district in the State of Massachusetts, and from 
the first district in the State of Vermont. 

That from the State of Georgia the following gentlemen, belonging to 
the State rights portion of the democracy of that State, appeared and 
claimed the seats to which that State iis entitled in this convention, on 
the ground that they toore fully represented the democratic organization 
of that State, viz: 

Solomon Cohen, R. B. Hilton, W. S. Moore, Joseph Sturgis, Charles 
J. Mannerlyn, Alexander C. Morton, S. T. Bailey, N. Bass, David J. 
Bailey, Obadiah Horner, Thomas M. Griffin, A. K. Patton, W. H. Stiles, 
E. S. Hopping, George Kellogg, Joseph Day, W. W. Hig^ins, James S, 
Hook, Herschel V. Johnson, James Gardner, jr., William Schley, jr. 

And the following gentlemen, professing to represent that portion of 
the democracy belonging to the late ^^ Union" party of that State, ap- 
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peared and claimed seats in this convention, on the ground that they 
were entitled to represent the State of Georgia, viz : 

John H. Lumpkin, Richard D. Arnold, John W. Anderson, John E. 
Wood, Marshall J. Weliborne, William Taylor, William H. Hull, James 
Jackson, Arthur Hood., Henry H. Jones, James W. Armstrong, Luther 
J. Glenn, Thomas D. Harris, George D. Rice, Thomas P. Safford, 
Augustus H. Kenan, Josiah T. Irving* jr , John Milledge, 0. B. Weli- 
borne, John W. H. Underwood, John S. Rowland, Lewis Tumlin. 

That, after duly hearing the contestants on each side, the committee 
adopted the following resolutions in relation to the rights of the respective 
contestants, viz : [Which resolutions, after having been verbally amended 
by the chairman, upon suggestion of members from both sets of delegates^ 
by general consent read as follows :] 

Resolved, That the democratic delegates from Georgia, represented by Mr. Cohen, consisting 
of twenty-one mei^bers, are the organized representatives from the democracy of Georgia^ 
and are therefore admitted to their seats. / 

Resolvedy That the delegates represented by Mr. Jackson, seventeen in number, are democrats 
in principle, and reflect the sentiment of a portion of the democracy of Georgia, and that they 
be admitted to seats in the convention, and diat said delegation, thus united, cast the vote of 
the State. 

In accordance with which resolutions the committee report the names 
of both contesting delegations, as entitled to seats under the qualifications 
set forth in said resolutions. 

In relation to the contested seat frqm the third district in the State of. 
Maine, the committee report that the names of the contestants are J. G. 
Dickinson and George B. Moore, and that, after hearing the said contest- 
ing parties, the committee decided that George B. Moore is entitled to a 
seat in this convention as the duly elected delegate from said district. 

In relation to the contested seat from the second district in the State of 
Massachusetts, the committee report that N. J. Lord and Robert Rantoul, 
jr., are the contestants, and that, after hearing the contesting parties, the 
committee decided that N. J. Lord is entitled to a seat in this convention 
as the duly elected delegate from said district. 

The committee further state that a motion was made to admit George^ 
W. Dike, as the substitute of Mr. Rantoul, which was rejected on the 
ground that the decision of the committee against the principal involved 
the rejection of the substitute. 

In relation to the contested seat from the first district in the State of 
Vermont^ the committee report that the names of the contestants are; 
Merritt Clarke and Mr. Cain, and that, after hearing the contesting 
parties, the committee decided that Merritt Clarke is entitled to a seat in 
this convention as the duly elected delegate from said district. 

In relation to the State of South Carolina, the committee report that a 
document was presented to the committee purporting to be the proceed- 
ings of certain citizens of said State and members of the democratic, 
party, fifty in number, appointing Gen. James M. Commander a delegate 
to this convention, and authorizing him to give such vote or votes in tiie 
selection of candidates for President and Vice President of the United 
States as the signeis of said paper would be entitled to. As it did not 
appear that the signers of the document appointing Gen. Commander a 
delegate to this convention represented any district or State orgatiitariftVL 
of the democratic party of South Carolina, tlva co«v\mX\fc^ ^^^\^^^ "^ia^ 
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said paper was not such a document as entitled Gen. Commander to a 
seat in this convention. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

EDMUND BURKE, 

Climrnuin. 

Mr. Nye, of New York, from a minority of the Committee on Creden- 
tials, submitted the following report concerning the contested seat of the 
delegate from district No. 2, Massachusetts. It appears — 

1st. That November 20, 1851, the democratic convention for said dis- 
trict met at South Danvers. One hundred and sixty delegates, repre- 
senting the democracy of the different towns, were present. They voted 
by ballot. On the first ballot, R. Rontoul, jr., was unanimously chosen 
delegate. 

This fact appears hy the proceedings of said convention, attested by 
the signatures of W. C. Prescott, president, and Charles J. Thorndike 
and James M. Sargent, secretaries 5 which document is admitted to be 
genuine. 

2d. The above convention was called as a convention of the democratic 
party ^ by the democratic district committee, appointed unanimously j Oc- 
tober 8, 1850, at a regular convention of the whx>le party — admitted to be 
so by the contesting party , in its printed statement. 

The regularity of this convention is admitted in the following extract 
from the statement presented by Mr. Lord: 

'^ At the district convention in October, 1850, the Hon. Robert Ran- 
toul, jr., was nominated as the candidate of the democratic party, and 
accepted the nomination. At the same time, according to the usage of 
the party in this State, a district committee was chosen, whose duty it 
was to call all future conventions of the party, whenever such conven- 
tions should become necessary, during the time of their continuance in 
ojffice." 

3d. N. J. Lord was chosen by a party first organized under a call, in 
May, 1861, to those democrats "opposed to the election of Robert Ran- 
toul, jr., to Congress," as appears by the following notice, issued at that 
time for the organization of a party on special principles: 

^^ Democratic convention. — The democratic electors of congressional 
district No. 2, who are in favor of the compromise measures of the late 
Congress and opposed to the further agitation of the slavery question, and 
who are therefore opposed to the election of Robert Rantoul, jr., or Charles 
W. Upham to Congress, are requested to send delegates to a convention 
to be held at the town hall, in Salem, on the 19th instant, at lOJ o'clock, 
a. m., for the purpose of nominating a democratic candidate. 

'^ Each town is requested to send three delegates for each representa- 
tive said town is entitled to send to the legislature." 

This call was signed by several gentlemen, but by no committee pre- 
viously appointed. 

4th. Under this call a meeting assembled on the 19th of May, and or- 
ganized a new party. The relative numbers of the old democratic party 
and those who thus assumed to organize a new party^ as cast at the next 
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preceding election, on the 7th of April, 1861, in the election for Congress 
in that district, was as follows, omitting the whig party vote: 

R. Rantoul, jr. - • • 3,151 

N.J. Lord .... 48 

B. P. Browne - - - 152 

Samuel E. Sewall, (free-'soil) - 1,775 

The number of democrats, it will be seen, who voted for Mr. Rantoul 
was 3,161. The number of democrats who voted against him was 208. 
The democratic delegates to this convention from the State of Massa- 
chusetts, whose seats are not disputed, have had this subject under con- 
sideration, and acted upon it, as appears from the following record of their 
proceedings: 

^' At a meeting of the delegation from Massachusetts, it was voted that 
Messrs. Whitney and Ackley be a committee to ascertain if there is any 
contested seat in this delegation; and if so, to confer with the contestors, 
and propose to them to refer the respective claims to this delegation, to 
r report thereon to the Committee on Credentials, or to receive any other 
proposition for adjusting said contest. 

*^ Attest: R. FROTHINGHAM, jr., 

'^ Secretary. ^^ 

The undersigned committee appointed by the foregoing vote, respect- 
fully submit the following report, to wit: The right to a seat in the con- 
vention of the Hon. Robert Rantoul, jr., delegate from district No. 2, will 
be contested by N. G. Lord, esq. As a committee we waited upon each 
of the claimants, and make report that we could suggest no arrangement 
that would satisfy both parties. If we understand the question, the claim 
of Mr. Lord grows out of the alleged private opinions of Mr. Rantoul, and 
in our opinion cannot aflTect the rights of the democratic party in congres- 
sional district No. 2, to be represented by the delegate of their own choice 
at the Baltimore convention. We therefore recommend that the seat in 
district No. 2 be given to the Hon. Robert Rantoul, jr. 

JAMES S. WHITNEY, 
A. S. ACKLEY, 
Baltimore, June 1, 1862. Committee. 

The undersigned consider these facts to be established: 

1 . That Robert Rantoul, jr., was chosen a delegate by the democratic 
convention assembled in pursuance of the regular call of the democratic 
committee of the district, in accordance with the uniform usage of the 
democratic party in that district. 

2. That N. J. Lord was chosen by a body of democrats irregularly or- 
ganized upon special and personal grounds. 

And the undersigned submit as a substitute that the following resolu- 
tion be adopted by the convention, instead of the proposition recommended 
by a majority of the committee: 

Resolved, That Robert Rantoul, jr., be admitted to a seat in tliis convention, to represent the 
2d congressional district of Massachusetts. 

Mr. Nye oflFered the following resolution: 

Besolved, That so much of the report of the majority of the Committee on Credentials as re- 
lates to the 2d district of Massachusetts, and the report of the minority thereoni be printed| 
and the consideration thereof be deferred until mornings 

Pending the q[uestion on which; 
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Mr. Cave Johnson, of Tennessee, by unanimous consent, moved that 
that portion of the report of the Committee on Credentials relating to Ten- 
nessee be recommitted. Mr. Johnson stated as his reasons for his motion, 
that since the delegation of Tennessee have arrived here, and since they 
have taken their seats in this convention, telegraphic despatches have been 
forwarded from Nashville apprizing^ us of the appointment of three other 
fifentlemen, whose votes may control the entire action of the delegation. 
We knew nothing of this till since the convention met. I therefore move 
that so much of the majority report as relates to Tennessee be re om- 
mitted to the Committee on Credentials for their examination, as I have 
no doubt all the facts were not before them before. 

No objection being made, that portion of the report in relation to Ten- 
nessee was recommitted. 

The question recurred upon the resolution postponing the further con- 
sideration of the contested seat of the second district of Massachusetts, till 
to-morrow. 

Mr. C. G. Greene, of Massachusetts, chairman of the delegation from 
that State, rose to a question of privilege. He said that he was instructed 
by a majority of the Massachusetts delegation to ask for the correction of 
a statement in the minority report of the Committee on Credentials, con- 
cerning the second district, and the alleged action of the Massachusetts 
delegation thereon, which statement was not correct. It is asserted iu 
the minority report, that the delegation of Massachusetts appointed a com- 
mittee from their own number to investigate the claims of the contestors 
of the seat of the second district, who were to report their decision upon 
the subject to the Committee on Credentials. Now. no such action was 
taken by the Massachusetts delegation. It was known that there were 
two gentlemen here claiming to represent district number two. The 
delegation from Massachusetts were anxious, if it were possible, to econo- 
mise the time of this convention by settling their own disputes by them- 
selves. For that purpose they appointed a committee, consisting of two 
gentlemen, to confer with the two contestants, and inquire of them if 
they were Willing to submit their individual claim to the delegation of 
Massachusetts, and abide by the decision of that delegation. The coni- 
mitte performed that duty, and reported that one of the contestants re- 
fused to submit his claim in that way, and there the matter ended. But 
by the minority report we find that the committee who were appointed 
simply to confer with these contestants and report to the Massachusetts dele- 
gation, did confer with them, and then made their report to the Committee 
on Credentials. 1 believe the motion has been made to print that report. 
I ask, on behalf of a majority of the Massachusetts delegation, before that 
motion is carried, that the report be corrected to accord with the facts. 

Gen. Nye, of New York. The only evidence I have to oflfer of the 
truthfulness of that report is the signatures of the Massachusetts com- 
mittee. I will state the authority conferred upon that committee by the 
Massachusetts delegation: ^^ At a meeting of the delegation of Massachu- 
setts it was voted that Messrs. Whitney and Ackley be a committee to 
ascertain if there is any contested seat in the delegation; and if so, to 
confer with the contestors, and propose to them to refer their respective 
claims to the delegation to report thereon to the Committee on Creden- 
tials, or receive any other proposition for adjusting said contest. Attest: 
M. FrothiughBm, jt,, secretary," 
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That is the authority upon which the statement in the minority report 
is based. And I would say that if that authority is to be received, no 
other construction can be placed upon it. I hope that the report will 
stand as it is until it comes up for discussion, and then, if it is untruthful 
in any way, the scrutiny of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Greene,] and his colleagues, can detect it and have it corrected. I hope it 
will not be mutilated now, for it contains the reasons which have gov- 
erned the action of the minority of the Committee on Credentials. I trust 
that the convention will let the minority report stand as it is until it is 
printed. 

Mr. Greene. If I understood the language of the minority report, as 
read by the secretary, it said that the delegation of Massachusetts bad 
conceded that the contested seat belonged to Mr. Rantoul. 

Criesof ^^No, no!" 

Mr. Greene. That inference must be drawn from it. 

Gen. Nye. I did not mean to have it so. 

Mr. Greene. That is the way I understood it. Now we claim that 
the committee who were appointed by the delegation from Massachusetts 
mistook and exceeded their duty. We appointed them to report to us, 
and they have reported to the Committee on Credentials; and upon that 
report the gentlemen who made the minority report based their action. 
Therefore, if their action is based upon an error, I hold that their report 
cannot be correct. 

Mr. Whitney, of Massachusetts. It is due to myself and the delega- 
tion froni Massachusetts that I should make a statement, and I will do so 
if the convention will indulge me for a moment. I do not suppose that 
this second district of Massachusetts is to take up much of the time of 
the convention, but I am attacked here on a point of veracity. I drew 
up the .report of the Massachusetts committee in the identical language of 
the written document given to me by the clerk of the Massachusetts del- 
ega,tion; and upon the strength of that document,! reported in precise ac- 
cordance with the authority given to us, and upon which we acted. I 
have no doubt that the Committee on Credentials are abundantly able to 
judge whether we have exceeded our authority, for we reported to them 
not only the result of our action, but the original action of the Massachu- 
setts delegation appointing the committee. I, for one, and I doubt not 
the whole Massachusetts delegation, will defer to the judgment of the 
Committee on Credentials as to whether or not we have exceeded oiir 
authority. . I therefore unite my prayer with the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Nye,] that the report of the minority may not be mutilated, 
but, With the identical document as it came from the hands of the clerk 
of the delegation, may be printed, and then not only the committee, but 
every member of this convention, can examine and judge for themselves 
as to whether the Massachusetts committee have exceeded their authority. 

The question being taken upon the motion of Mr. Nye, it was agreed to. 

. Mr. Boulware, of Virginia, moved that the twenty-one delegates rep- 
resented by Mr. Cohen, and the seventeen delegates represented by Mr. 
Jackson,.constitute the delegation from Georgia in this convention, and 
that they cast the vote of the State accordingly. 

The question then being on concurring in the balance of the report, 
the previous question was demanded, and seconded. 

2 



The question then being, Shall the main question be now put? 

The State of Kentucky required that the question shoula be decided 
by States; pending which, the convention adjourned uhtU to-moixow 
morning, at 9 o'clock. 

Adjourned. 

APPENDIX TO SECOND DAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 

UST OP DELEGATES PRESENT, WITH THEIR POfiTT OFPICES. 

Maine — 8 votes. 

Amo5i M. Roberts, Bangor. L. M. Morrill, Augusta. 

A. W. H. Clapp, Portland. Daniel W. Efradley, Bangor. 
Wm. C. Allen, Alfred. Thomas D. Jones, Ellsworth. 
Virgil D. Parris, Parris. George B. Moore, Belfast. 

[8 deleg(xtes. 

New HaiufshirE: — 5 votes. 

Charles G. A^herton, Nashua. Samuel H. Ayer, Manchester. 

George W. Kittridge, New Market. Edmund Burke, Newport. 
Saml. Til ton Sanbornton Bridge. John R» Reding, Haverhill. 

[6 delegates. 
Vermont— 5 votes. 

D. A. Smalley, Burlington, H. E. Stough ton, Chester. 

L. B. Peck, Montpelier. Isaac B. Bowdisb, Swanton. 

Merritt Clark, West Poultney. . [5 delegates. 

Massachusetts — 13 votes • 

Charies G. Greene, Boston. A. H. Bullen, Northampton. 

H. H. Childs, Pittsfield. James S* Whitney, Conway. 

B. P. Hallett, Boston. Samuel D. Bradford, Worcester. 
N. J. Lord, Salem. Peter H. Pierce, Middleboro'. 
Caleb Cushing, Newbnryport. J. D. Thompson, New Bedford. 
Richard Frothingham, Worcester. Isaac Davis, Worcester. 

A. L. Ackley, Worcester. {{ideUgoUes^ 

Rhode Island— 4 votes. 

Wm. B. Lawrence, Newport. Welcome B. Sayles^ Providence. 

Philip Allen, jr., Providence. Schuyler Fisher, Exeter. 

[4 delegates. 

Connecticut — 6 votes. 

James T. Pratt, Rocky Hill. Jonathan Stoddard, New Haven. 

Wm. P. Burrall, Bridgeport. John W. Stedman, Norwich. 

Ephraim H. Hyde, 2d, Stafford. Frederick Chittenden, N.Melford. 

\^del^ates. 

New York — ^35 votes. 

Horatio Seymour, Utica. John P. Beekman,KinderhooIc. 

John B. Skinner, Wyoming, J. J. Briggs^ Salina. 

Benjamin F. Angel, Genesee. G. N. Conover, New York. 

James Bard, New York. Oliver Charlick, New York. 
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Erastus Corning, Albany. H. C. Murphy> Brooklyn. 

W. C. Grain, Warren, Herkimer. D. Moulton, Floyd* 

George Clarke, Cooperstown. J. W. Nye, Syracuse. 

Anthony Degro, New York. Z. Pratt, Praltsville. 

P. S. Danforth, Middleburg. L. B. Shcpard, New York. 

D. S. Dickinson, Bihghampton. H. Sutton, Romulus. 

J. G. Dickie, Buffalo. T. J. Wheeler, Conowango. 

Albert Foi, Jefferson county. Aaron Ward, Sing-Sing. 

Walter Geer, Glens Falls. B. C. West, New Yoik. 

S. B. Jewetl, Clarkson. C. H. Winfield, Newbttrg. 

M. Grover, Angelica. W. C. Watson, Essex cb., N. Y. 

W. S. Ingham, Cato 4 Comers; ]VL R. Wright, Ithaca. 

Robti Lottridge, Troy. Luther Wilson, Wilson, Niagara. 

W. T, McCoun, Oyster Bay, L. L [35 dekgaieg. 

New Jersey— 7 votks. 

John W» Mickle, Camden. Joseph T. Cro\\'^U, Rahway, 

David S* Craig, Rah way. Thomas Lawrence, Hamburg. 

Charles S. Garret, Camden, Samuel Westcott, Jersey City, . 
Joseph C. Potts, Freetown. [7 detegtiies. 

Pennsylvania— 27 votes» 

At large. 

James Campbell, Philadelphia. D. R. Porter, Harrisburg. 

S. W. Black, Pittsburg, J. P. Brawley, Harrisburg. 

Districts. 

1— Robert Tyler, Philadelphia. 12— Gen. J. Blanding, Wellsboro\ 

Robert T. Carter, do. C. L. Ward, l\)wanda. 

2 — Jas. C. Vandyke, do. 13 — ^A. D. Wilson, Lewistown. 

Chambers M*Kibben,.do. W. L. Dewart, Sunbury. 

3— Saml. D. Patterson, do. 14 — Gen. J. Wiedman, Lebanon. 

John G. Brenner, do. I. G. McKinley, Harrisburg. 

4 — Peter Ram bo, jr., do. 15 — H. Welsh, York. 

Isaac Leech, do. Dr. J. Gerry, Shrewsbury. 

6 — John B. Sterigere, Nx)rristown. 16 — G. W. Brewer, Chambersburg. 

Jacob S. Yost, Pottstown. Hon. J. Stewart, Carlisle. 

6 — C. W. Cooper, Cooperstown. 17— S. E. Hench, Mifflin town. 

J. W. Wilson, Allentown. A. S. Wilson, Williamsport. 

7 — J. A. Morrison, Cochranville. 18 — R. P. Flenniken, Uniontown. 

P. F'. Smith, Westchester. I. Hugus, Somerset* 

8 — J. L. Reynolds, Lancaster. 19-^Hon. Job Mann, Bedford. 

Wm. Matthoit, do. Hon. J.M.Burrell,Greensburg* 

9 — J. Qancey Jones> Reading. 20 — ^T. Cunningham, Beaver. 

Wm. M. Hiester^ do. Wiii. Hopkins, Washington% 

10— J. L. Ringwalt, Stroudsburg. 21— D. Lynch, Pittsburg. 

J. F. Lord, Honesdale. M. J. Stewart, do. 

11— H. H. Wright, Wilkesbarre. 22— A. PlvxTSyeT,¥x«uY\\xv. 

S. S. Winchester, TraicttaancK*; YfilYvWil'ReTt^TS^ft^^^^ 
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23 — J. L. Gillis, Ridgeway. 

J. Y. James, Warren. 
24 — A. Gilmore, Butler. 

Joseph Clark, Kittaning. 

Delaware 

Henry Hicks, Wilmington • 
F. R. Garden, do. 
Thomas Lamplugh, Newport. 
A. H. Wickersham, Newcastle. 
John Foote, Hundreds. 
A. P. Shannon, Christian. 
N. T. Boulden, Summit Bridge. 
K. Worrell, Delaware City. 
John Merritt, St. George. 
S. Townsend, Blackbird. 
Charles Wright, Seaford. 



26 — A. H. Reeder^ Easton. 
L. Kidder, Wilkesbarre. 
Wm. H. Lamberton, Armstrong. 

[55 delegates. 

\ — 3 VOTES. 

W. M. Hickman, Lewis. 
C. M. Cullen, Georgetown. 
C. R. Painter, Drawbridge. 
Edward Watson, Lewis. 
N. W. Hickman, do. 
Joseph Lafetra, do. 

George Green, Hencard. 
E. S. Rickard, Georgetown. 
Levin Hitch, Laurel. 
Wm. S. Osborne, Dover. 

[21 delegates. 



Maryland — 3 votes*. 



Hugh Ely, Ellicott's Mills. 
Edward Lloyd, Easton. 
Wm. D. Bowie, Marlborough. 
Jervis Spencer, Hagerstown. 



Elias Brown, Marriottsville. 
J. G, Davis, Baltimore. 
Hiram McUuUoch, Elk ton. 
John Gale, Kingston. 

[8 delegates. 



Virginia — 1 5 votes . 

1st district — ^Jesse Hargrave, Sussex Court House. 

Dr. W. Collins, Jerusalem, Southampton county. 

Samuel T. Sawyer, Norfolk City. 
2d district — ^Roger A. Pryor, Petersburg. 

General E. P. Scolt, Hicksford, Greensville county. 

Thomas H. Campbell, Nottoway Court House. 

J. Travis Rosser, Petersburg. 
3rf district — ^Richard Logan, Halifax Court House. • 

Wm. H. Clarke, do. 

Wm. A. Street, Union Hall, Franklin county. 

N. C. Claiborne, Rocky Mount, Franklin county. 

James L. Claiborne, Danville. 
Ath district— T!\iomd,^ S. Bocock, Clover Hill, Appomattox county. 

Charles Yancey, Warren, Buckingham county. 

Edmund W. Hubbard, Ca Ira, do. 

Charles H. Lynch, Lynchburg. 

Robert H. Glass, do. 

Wm. C. Flournoy, Farmville. 

S. D. McDearmon, Clover Hill, Appomattox county. 
5th district — Shelton F. Leake, Madison Court House. 

Richard G. Morris, Lynchburg. 

Thomas J. Randolph, Shad well, Albemarle county. 

Thomas N. Welch, Madison Court House. 
6th district — ^John Y. Mason, Richmond. 

Joseph K. Pendleton, Louisa Court House, 

Chastain White, Slash Cottage, Hanover county. 

James H. Cox^ Wiuterpock^ Chesterfield. 
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IthcRstrict — Henry A. Wise, Puancock, Accomac county. 

Wm. H. Koy, North End; Matthews county. 
' James M. Smith, Northumberland Court House. 
Sth district — Eustace Conway, Fredericksburg. 

Wm. Boulware, Aylett's, King William county. 

P. H. Aylett, do. do. 

R. L. Montague, Urbanna, Middlesex county. 

M. R. H. Garnett, Lloyd's, Essex county. 

Charles Mason, Edge Hill, King Gteorge County. 

Lyne Shackleford, Richmond Court House. 

R. L. T. Beale, Hague, Westmorland county. 
9th district — ^John S. Barbour, Culpeper Court House. 

General George Rust, Leesburg, Tioudon county. 

W. W. Payne, Salem, Fauquier county. 

C. H. Hun ton, Buckland, Prince William county. 
lOthdistrict — Wm. A. Harris, Luray, Page county. 

Robert W. Baylor, Charleston, Jefferson county. 

James P. Riley, Winchester. 
11th district — ^John S. Calvert, New Market, Shenandoah county. 

Mark Bird, Woodstock, do. 

Derrick Pennybacker, Spartapolis, Rockingham county. 

Jacob D. Williamson, New Market, do. 

James H. Skinner, Staunton, Augusta county. 

Robert G. Bickley, do. do. 

Dr. A. Graham, Lexington. 
• Wm. W. McLaughlin, Lexington. 

Dr. A. R. Miem, Shenandoah Court House. 
12th district — General A. A. Chapman, Union, Monroe county. 

General D. B. Layne, Alum Rock, Alleghany county. 

James McDowell, Fincastle. 
Vith district — ^John B. Floyd, Abingdon. 

John M. Daniel, Richmond. 

Fayette McMullen, Rye Cane, Scott county.- 
lUh district — C. T. Beale, Point Pleasant, Mason county. 

R A. Thompson, Kanawha Court House. 

T. G. Smith, Parkersburg, Wood county. 

James M. H. Beale, Point Pleasant, Mason county. 

Wm. L. Jackson, St. Mary's post office. 
1§M rf«/rfc^— Jefferson T. Martin, Beeler's Station, Marshall county. ' 

Dr. G. A. Cracraft, Triadelphia, Ohio county. 

John Zeigler, Wheeling- 
Andrew Ellison, Wheeling. [69 ddegaies. 

North Carolina — 10 votes. 



James C. Dobbin, FayetteviUe. 
R. M. Saunders, Raleigh. 
W. N. Edwards, Ridgewayi 
G. W. Caldwell, Charlotte. 
W. B. Gulick, Goldsboro'. 
John H. Wheeler, Battiesford. 
R. P. Dick, Greensburg. 
Jessee A. Waugh, Salem. 



George Williamson, Yancey ville, • . 
J. W. Cunningham, Cunningham'f 

Store. 
C. S. Winstead, Roxboro*. 
Abraham Rencher, Hillsboro'. 
W. Tenable, Brownsville. 
W. W. Holden, Ralei^K. 
J . 8. BBA.\^ft,lS;jcy3«.^ ^Qv»\. 
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J. H. Drake, Nashville. 
Wm. A. Jenkins, Warrenton. 
Warner Winslow, Payetteville, 
John T. Gilmore, do, 

S. J. Person, Jackson. 
Fpmey George, WhitesTille. 
T. S. McDowell, Westbrooi^. 
Wm. C. Bettencourt, Wilmington. 
D. R. McRae, do. 

Thomas Bunting, Clinton. 
Thomas J. Paison, Springvale. 
Owen R. Kenan, Kenansville. 
David Reid, dp. 

John A. Averitt, Catherine Lake. 
Hugh Gilmoie, PayetteviHe. , 



S. A. Holnjes, Fayetteville. 
Thomas Ruffin , Galveston • 
O. S. Dewey, Newbern. 
Wm. L. Kennedy, Washington.. 
Richard H. Xiewis, Greensville, 
S. A. Andrews, Goldsboro*. 
O. W. Crawfoid, Washington. 
L. J. Johnston, Edenton. 
J. S. Granberry, Woodville. 
L. D. Starke, fclizabeth City. 
John JB. Jones, Currituck C. H. 
James 0. Skinner, Hertford. 
Thomas J. Person, Garysburg. 
W. H. Whitehead^ Margarettsville. 

[44 delegates. 



OeOHGIA. — 10 VOTES. 

Isi district— Sdlotnon Cohen, Savannah* 

R. B. Hilton, iSavannah. 

W. S. Moore, Savannidi. 
jid jflK^ml— Joseph Sturgis, Columbus. 

Charles J. Hunneilyn, JBainlMPi4g&. 

Alexander C. Morton, Golumbi^^ 
5rf distrkt^S. T..Baily,Macoa. 

N. B^ss,Macpji. 

David J. Bailey, Jacksqn. 
4tA di^riet—OheAinh Warner, Granvilie. % 

Thomas M. Griffin, Newi^an. 
Stkdi^rict^A. K* Pattpn, Rome. 

W. JI. Stiles, CartersviUe. 
6th district — ^E. S. Hopping, Athens. 

Geoifge Kellogg, Mountain. 
7jtk district — Joseph Day, Tianquilla. 

W. W^ Wiggins, Marion, 

James S. Hook, SandersriUe. 

Heischell V. Johnston, Milled^viHe.. 
Hik (Ssiriet—Jmnes Gardner,^., Augusla. 

WiUisuQQ. ^hley, jf., Ai^gueta. 



Jcim B. Iiompkin^Rome. 
Richard D, Al'aold, Savannah* 
John E. Ward, Savannah* 
.WiUil^ H. fiull, Athens. 
James Jackson, Monroe. 
Arthur Hood, MiDedgeville, 
Ileinry H. Jones, Riceboro'* 
James W. Armstrong, Macon* 



Thomas D. Bsgrris, MiNedgerSb^* 
George D. Rice, Marietta, 
Thomas P. Se^fbldl, Madison. 
AugjEistus H. Keoan, Milledgeville* 
John Milledge, Augusta. 
E. W. Chastaiai,T^coah. 
John S. Rowlafid^ Caitetsvfile. 
Lewis Tun^n^ do. 

£37 delegates^^ 



ALABAlifA-^9 VOTES* 



^4, 



John Erwin^ €&:eenjsb(;MEO^ 
P. Phnijfis^ Jtiohik* 



W. Fleming, HuntsvBle, 
Jones M. .^ilbers^ Mobile* 
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J. W. Bridges, Camden. 
G. T. Yelv^on, Elba. 
George W. Goldsby, Miftrion. 
*Asa Amason^ Sumpterville. 
John N. Malone, Athens. 
Wm. L. Dealing, Tuscambia. 



R. T. 'Scott, Bell^fente. 
Peyton Koturan, Ashyille. 
E. C. Betts, Huntsville. 
J. T. H^in, Wedowee. 
E. C. Richards, Lafayette. 

[15 delegates. 



Mississippi — 7 votes. 



JV)Whattan E!lis, Natchez. 
John $. Nevitt, do. 
William Mc Willie, Thomaston. 
Jacob Thompson, Oxford. 
James Whitneld , Ooluilribtis. 

D. M. Pulton, Canton. 
Robert iStatiton, Natchez. 
Joseph MosiJly, Jacbson. 
Stephen Adams, Abetdebn. 
William Barksdale, Oolnmbus. 
R. S. Ravbium, Oakland. 

J. A. Wilcox, Aberdeen. 
George H. Gordon, Woodville. 
J. M. Acker, Aberdeen. 
S. R. Adams, Paulding. 

E. Barksdale, Jackson. 
Saml. Sample, Franklin. 
Robert Josselyn, Jackson. 
John Ra3rburn, Panola. 
O. E. Hobker^ Jackson. 



J. T. Simms, Jadcson. 
, G. H. Pope, Thomaston. 
R. 11. Johnson, Satartia. 
G. M. Reid, Grand Gulf. 
B. D. Naborsr, Hickory iPlat. 
J. T. Portson, Aberdeen. 
H. C. Adams, Tchula. 
3 . D. Preeman, Jackson. 
H. P. Middleton, Port Gibson. 
E. H. Powell, Canton. 
W. M. C. Jones, do. 
Robert Duncan, Payette. 
W. H. H. Tison, Highland. 
S. 0. Keyes, Port Gibson. 
John Duncan, Grenada. 
E. B. Port, Columbus. 
D. N. BsoTows, Jackson. 
J. R. Chalmers, Holly Springs. 
H. L. Martin, Paulding. 

[39 delegdies. 



Louisiana — 6 votes. 



N. Soule, New Orleans. 

Gen. C. W. Rowley, do. 
W. G, Kendall, do. 

P. H. Clack, do. 

Col. J. W. Breedlove, do. 
Hon. S. W. Downs, Monroe^ 
Hon. Emile Lasere, New Orleans. 
P. H. Masterson, do. 

W. C. Auld, do. 

A. Dedondes, Bonnet Carre. 
Hon. L. St. Martin^ New Orleans. 



Hon. Pierre Soule, New Orleans. 

D. Daponte, do. 
J, McVea, Jackson. 

W. H. Wilder, New Orleans. 
L. Y. Lusk, do. 

Arnold Harris, do« 
John V. Wren, Lafeyette. 

E. Borland, Ponte- a la Hache. 
M. Ryan, Alexandria. ' 
Hon. A. G. Penn, Covington. 

[21 delegcUes. 



Ohio— 23 voteb. 



Hiram V. Willson, Cayshoga. 
Geo. W. Manypenny, Muskingum. 
Timothy C Day. Hamilton. 
Alex. P. Miller, Butler. 
Edwin Smith, Mt)ntgomery. 
A. S. Piatt, Logan. 
Robert Gilliland, Van Wert 
Albert ft. Weight, Wood. 



Willia.m Howard, Clermont. 
Allen G. Thurman, Ross. 
William Medill, Pairfield, 
Thomas J. Barney, Licking. 
B. W. Kellogg, Ashland. 
Dennis McCarthy, Hocking. 
James M. Gaylord, McConelsvl^ 
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William Eennon> Belmont. 
Joseph Burnes^ Coshocton. 
George W. McCook, Jefferson. 
David A. Starkweather, Stark. 



William Porter, Newton Palb. 
Daniel P. Rhodes, Cuyahoga. 
Bird B. Chapman, Lorain. 

[23 delegates. 



Kentucky — ^12 votks. 



L. S. Trimble, Paduca. 
J. Peters, Perryville. • 
A. B. Vaughn, Stanford. 
F. P. Stone, Monticello. 
Thomas G. Grundy, Springfield. 
John Jackson, do. 

Wm. A. Hooe, Harrodsbui^. 

C. C. Smedley, do. 
Thomas P. Moore, do. 

James W. Stone, Elizabeth town. 
John P. Martin, Prestonsburg. 
Colbert Cecil, Piketon. 
J. M. Lacky, Prestonsburg. 
A. J. Brown, Lancaster. 
Levi Tyler, Louisville. 
David Meriweather, Frankfort. 

D. R. McNair, Louisville. 
W. G. Wellett, La Grange. 
C. W. BaUard, do. 
Lewis Sanders, Ghent. 
John Harney, Louisville. 
James Guthrie, jr., do. 
Wm. Scandritt, Carrolton. 



Daniel M'Callister, Louisville. 

Alvin Duvall, Georgetown. 

J. C. Brackenridge, Lexington. 

F. McLair, do. 

John. Norton, do» 

J. R. Ward, Georgetown. 

James W. Moore, Mount Sterling. 

John C. Mason, Owensville. 

R. H. Stanton, Maysville. 

John Ried, do. 

T. L. Jones, Newport. 

T. G. Tupman, Covington. 

C. J. Helm, Newport. 

J. W. Stevenson, Covington. 

W. A. Moore, Millersburg. 

H. C. Harris, Covington. 

Thomas Rouse, Florence. 

W. H. Slack, Slack's P. O. 

E. B. Bartlett, Covington. 

E. Whitaker, Maysville. 

Robert Wallace, Covington. 

R. B. Carpenter, do. 

J. A. Thompson, Harrodsburg, 

[46 delegates^ 



T£NNESSEE-r-12 VOTES* 



Edwin Polk„ Bolivar. 
A. O. P. Nicholson, Columbia. 
Jataes Lafferty, Beautenstown. 
A. V. Brown, Nashville. 
Cave Johnson, ClarksviUe. 
Joseph Pickett, Carthage. 
Lewis Sheppard, Chicamancaga. 
James H. Thomas, Columbia. 
William ChurchwelJ, Knoxville. 
Thomas K. Chester, Jonesboro'. 
H. H. Stephens, Madisonville. 
Sam. A. Smith, Charlestown. 
W. T. Hehns, Knoxville. 
W. Blackmore, Gallatin. 



E. Hickman, Nashville. 
John K. Howard, Lebanoil. 
J. J. B. Southall, Nashville. 
G. W. Buchanan, Schellyville. 
W. P. Davis, Lewisburg. 
R. G. Payne, Columbia. 
J. P. Hardwick, Centreville* 
S. C. Pavatt, Camden. 
E. W. M. King, Memphis. 
Wm. H. Carroll, do 
J. G. Turner, Nashville. 
Wm. H. Polk, Columbia. 
R. F. Dunnington, do. 

[27 eklegai€9^ 



Indiana — 13 votes. 



J. W. Davis, Carlisle. 
^Vm. J. Brown, Indianapolis. 
^. W. McCoy, Laporte. 

M. O. Bright^ Madison. 



R. D. Owen, New Harmony* 
Wm. F. Sherrod, Peolia. 
G. B. Walker, Evansville.. 
J. R. Jones^ Yiuicennefk. 
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G. H. Roberts, Newburg. 
N. Albertson, New Albany. 
A. P. Willard, do. 
P. M. Kent, do. 
C. L.Dunham, Brownstown. 
A. C. Pepper, Rising Sun. * 
R Sproule, Madison. 
James B. Foley, Greensburg. 
Finley Bigger, Rushville. 
N, Hamilton, Lawrenceburg. 
James Osborn, Liberty. 
James Lockhart, Evansville. 
C. Raymond, Centre ville. 
A. F. Morrison, Indianapolis. 
Wm. Stewart, do. 

Allen May, do. 



A. M. Pu^tt, Rpckville. 
S. W. Norris, Indianapolis. 
J. G. Davis, Rockville. 
John Barner, Frankfort. 
H. J. Carter, Indianapolis. 
Dan. Mace, Lafayette. 
Wm. R. Bowes, South Bend. 
H. Dutton, Peru. 
A. L. Wheeler, Winamac. 
James W. Borden, Fort Wayne, 
J. L. Robinson, Rushville. 
G. N. Pitch, Logansport, 
Wm. Garver, Noble ville. 
John W. Dodd, Marion. 
Jesse D. Bright, Madison. 

[39 delegates. 



Illinois-^11 votes. 



S. S. Hayes, Chicago. 
L. P. Ross, Lewiston. 
M. G. Dale, Greenville. 
D. Turney, Fairfield. 
C. Johnson, Marshall. 
J. Cook, Chicago. 



G. H. Nonris, Ottowa. 
J. W. Merritt, Salem. 
S. Parsons, Griggsville. 
J. P. Hogue, Galena. 
T. L. Harris, Petersburg. 

[11 delegates ^ 



Missouri— 9 votes. 

Ferdinand Kennett, Old Mines. Montgomery Blair, St. Louis. 

Tully R. Cormick. Robert Campbell, do. 

Robert P. Lakenan, Hannibal. Willard P. Hall, St. Joseph's. 
Burton A. James, Ash Grove. [7 delegates. 

Arkansas— 4 votes. 



Sam. C. Roane, Rob Roy. 
N. B. Burrow, Pine Bluflf. 
Robert Johnson, Little Rock. 



Solon Borland, Hot Springs. 
W. K. Sebastian, Helena. 

[5 delegates. 



Michigan — 6 votes. 
At large. 
Hon. Robt. McClelland, Monroe. Hon. Alfred Williams, Pontiac. 

Districts, 



-Elon Parnsworth, Detroit. 
J. H. Harmon, do. 

A. W. Buel, do. 

James Kingsley, Ann Arbor. 
Benjamin Follett, Ypsilanti. 
A. Harvie, Detroit. 
James C. Wood, Jackson. 



2 — Henry S. Mead, Hillsdale. 
Mich. A. Patterson, Tocumseh. 
Abel Whitney, Adriance. 
JeflFerson G. Thurber, Monroe. 
Henry C. Gilbert, Cold Water. 
C. O. Flynn, Detroit. . 
John S. Barry > Go\jL%\a»Si»Rk. 



3 — C.E. Sttianrt, Kalamazoo. 4 — C. C. Hascall, Flint. 

W. V. Morrison, Albion. Obarlea P. Bush, Lansinjf. 

T. H. Lyon, Grand Rapids. John S. Palkenburg, St. CUir. 

Wm. H. Macomb«r, Niles* Sheldon McKnight, Detroit 

Frederick Hall, Ionia. John Thomas, Lansing. 

E. H. Thompson, Flint. T. P. Btoadhead, Detroit. 

H. A. ^Goodyear, Hastings. Noah H. Hart, Lapeer. 

[30 delegates. 

Pl»OHU)A*r-3 VOTES. 

» 

David L. Yulee, St. Augustine. Gad Humphreys, St. Augustine, 

Charles B5rrne, Jacksonville. Jesse "Ooe, Ocheesee. 

C. 0. Yonge, Mariana. J. G. DeU, Ocolla. 

John Branch, TaUahassee. J. Westcott, Madison. 

Thomas F. King, Key West M. 0. Brown, Key 'West. 

S. P. Speacer, Appalachicola. [11 detegtiies. 

TeX(AS— 4 VOTES. 

Thomas J. Rusk, Nacogdoctes. J. W. Scott, Houston. 

V. E. Howard, San Antonio. O. F. Johnson, Brownsville. 

R. Scurry, QlarksviUe. Ashbel Smith, Harris. 

Wm. P. Duval, Austin. R. H. Hord, Brownsville. 

Matthias Ward, Jefferson. H. B. Andrews, Galveston. 

Thomas B. Howard, Houston. |11 dekgdUs. 

loW'A— -4 VOTES, 

P. B. Bradley, Andrews. George Gillaspie, Ottoway. 

W. F. Coolbaugh, Burlington. S. S. Carpenter, Bloomfield. 

[4 delegnies* 

Wisconsin — 6 Votb». 

Nelson Dewey, Lancaster. David No^gle, Jamesville. 

Harrison 0. Hobart, Stubaggan. John Delaney, Fort Winnebago. 
John A. Bryan, Hilwaukie^ [5 de&gc^es* 

California — 4 votes. 

Wm. H. Richardson, Vallejo. Charles Loring, Beiiicia. 
Hemry A. Lines, San Frmicisco. E. D. Hammond^ Yallejo. 

[4 delegates. 

District op Columbia — no vote, 

• 

B. B. French, Washington city. Jas. G. Berrett, Washington city. 
A. W. Miller, « «* Oaniel RatcUfFe, " « 

W.D.Wallach, " « J.D.Hoover, " *' 

C.S. Wallach, « « P.McNerhany, « " 

Wm. J. McCullom, « , « [9 delegates. 

Rtcapitvlatimi. 

^Afeiiie, 8^e!eeatei; New Hampghire, 6; Vermont, 5; MasdaclrasetfB^ 13; Rhode I&^nd, 4; 

Connecticiut, .6; Kew York, 35; '^e^ Jersey, 7; Pennssrlvania, 55; Delaware, 21; Virginia; 69; 

I9ort}fr CajoJina, 44;Oeorfipa, 37; Alabama, 15; Mississippi, S9; Ohio, 23$ Kentucky, 4Q; Ten- 
ne&8^, if7; Indhtna, 39; IlUnoia, 11; Missouri, 7; Arkansas, 5; ltficliigan,^30; Florida, 11; 
Texas, J J; Iowa, 4; Wisconain, 5; California, 4*, Diauict. oC Cobimbia^ 9—596 delegates. 



THIRD PAY:— TmiRsiuY uosxnifa, June 3> 1652. 

At 9 o'dock, a« m»| the eoavention was caUod to joider by the President. 
The journal was read and approved. 

Rev. J. Campbell White^ of St. Andrew -s churchy Baltimofe> offered 
up the following prayer: 

Again, O Heayenly Father, we invoke thy blessing upon the deliberations of this assembl]^ 

As the King of Nations, as the Omniscient God who seeth the. end troln the be|ffinning, we 
supplicate thy fi;uidance — ^beseeching thee to give discretion an^ moderation to this conven- 
tion — that in afl its actions it may be governed by thy holy law, and may seek only to glorify 
iiiee,.and to pros^rAe. general good af this much &vorea people. ■ 

Ghiide, O, Gracious Father,, each member here in a right selection of one, virho, if exalted 
to the prendenoy, may, like Nehemiah of old, possess -that singleness of heart which shall 
dictate a course consistent with the .promotion of the pubUc welfare, and serve: to advance 
Wth civil and religious liberty. 

Permit thy smiles- to rest upon this ddiberative body ; ^ve to each member here present the 
^nuine emotions, of fervent, ^tiiude for iheblessin^ which Ve enjoy as citizens oi an enlight- 
ened repablic, and let the quickening motives of his evenr action be to .elevate our oommon 
joountcy -to be.a light among the nations. Ghtant that rself-inter^t and pride may retreat from 
^ery bosoms and that the stripes and stars of this our nation^ boast, bang the pledge of 
fui inviolable union, may never be shrouded by unhappy discord or loud commotion, but 
may float in glad triumph over this favored land, making freedom to be the hpndmnirt <^ 
sel^acrifice. 

And ihis we beg for Christ's sake. Amen. 

The Chair stated that the previous question having Ibeen seconded^ 
the question was, Shall the main question be now put f— the main ques- 
tion being, first, upon the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia; 
(Mr. Boulware,) and then, upon concurring with the report of the Com- 
mittee on Credentictls, excepting the portion relating to the Massachusetts 
delegate, which had been postponed. 

The question being then taken— ^hall the main question be put] 
resulted as follows^ 

Yeas. — Maine, New Hampsbi^e, Veraiont, Massachusetts, Bhode Is- 
land, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Bolaware^ 
JSfcuryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, 
Mississippi, Louisiana, Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee^ Indiana, Ulinoisu 
Missouri, Arkansas, Michigan, Florida, Texais, Iowa, Wisconsin, and 
California— 283. 

Nays. — Massachusetts and Ohio — 6« 

So the msdn question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. BouLWA^RS stated that he had withdrawn iiis motion. 

Mr. Hall, of Missouri, asked if it would be in order for the mover/to 
withdraw it, the ipain question haying been ordered. 

The Pbesident. It would not be in order. The Chair will ask the 
gentleman from Virginia whether bis motion was withdrawn before iim 
j^revious question was seconded ? 

Mr. Boulware replied in the affiarmative* -^- 

The President said, that being the case, there is no question before the 
convention. 

Mr. Johnson, of Tennessee, offereil a resototiony that the cpnventioii 
proceed to the nomination of President and Vice President of the United 
States this afternoon at 4 o'clock. 

Mr. Ward, of New York, moved to amend, by striking out '' 4 
o'clock,*' and inserting *< now;*' - 

Which being postponed by unanimous consent, the oonv^ntiarL ^ca«5.^^- 
6d to t^hsider thetepott of the Committee ou CtedL<^tL^^» 
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Mr. Saunders^ of North Carolina, moved the previous question on 
the report, which was sustained. 

And the question, Shall the main question now be put? was sus- 
tained. 

The question being on concurring in the report of the Committee on 
Credentials, giving the seat in the 2d district of Massachusetts to N. J. 
Lord, 

Ohio demanded that the vote be by States. 

The vote resulted as follows: 

Yeas. — Maine, 6; New Hampshire, 5; Vermont, 6; Massachusetts, 7; 
Connecticut, 3; New York, 15; Pennsylvania, 14; Delaware, 3; Mary- 
land, 8; Virginia, 16; North Carolina, 10; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; 
Mississippi, 7; Louisiana, 6; Kentucky, 12; Tennessee, 12; Indiana, 13; 
Illinois, 4; Missouri, 9; Arkansas, 4; Michigan, 6; Florida, 3; Texas, 4; 
California 4—194. 

Nays. — Maine, 2; Massachusetts, 5; Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 3; 
New York, 20; New Jersey, 7; Pennsylvania, 13; Ohio, 23; Illinois, 7; 
Iowa, 4; Wisconsin, 5 — 83. 

So the rejwrt of the majority was concurred in, giving the seat in 
the 2d district of Massachusetts to N. J. Lord, instead of Robert Ran- 
toul, jr. / 

Mr. Nye, of New York, having voted in the majority, moved to recon- 
sider the vote just taken. 

Mr. Cave Johnson, of Tennessee, moved to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table, which was concurred in. 

Mr. Commander, of South Carolina, presented himself and asked to be 
heard in defence of his claims to a seat as a delegate, which was refused. 

Mr. Venable, of North Carolina, moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the report of the Committee on Credentials, so far as it relates to 
South Carolina, was adopted; which motion was rejected. 

The question recurring on the resolution relating to proceeding to 
nomination, Mr. Johnson modified the same by accepting Mr. Vvard's 
amendment. 

Mr. McRae, of North Carolina, moved to postpone the consideration 
of the resolution until the Committee on resolutions has reported a plat- 
form. 

Mr. Yulee, of Florida, raised a question of order, on the ground that 
the same question was decided yesterday. 

The Chair decided the motion of Mr. McRae to be in order. 

Mr. Yulee appealed from the decision of the Chairj but, before the 
vote was taken on the appeal, Mr. McRae withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Johnson, of Tennessee, moved the previous question, which was 
seconded, and the main question ordered; 

And the resolution as modified was adopted. 

The CJiair announced that the convention would at once proceed to 
the nomination of a candidate for President of the United States : 

BALLOTING FOR CANDIIIATE F(»l PRESIDENT. 

First Ballot. 

For Lewis Cass — Maine, 6 ; New Hampshire, 4 ; Vermont, 6 ; Massa- 
chusetts, 9; Rhode Island^ 3j Connecticut, 2} New York, 11; New 



Jersey, 7; Delaware, 3; Maryland, 8; Louisiana, 6 ; Ohio, 16; Ken- 
tucky, 12; Tennessee, 6; Missouri, 9; Michigan, 6; Iowa, 2; Wis- 
consin, 2 — 116. 

. JFbr James Buchanan — ^Maine, 3 ; Connecticut, 2 ; Pennsylvania, 27 ; 
Virginia, 15; North Carolina, 10; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Missis- 
sippi, 7 ; Tennessee, 6 ; Arkansas, 4 — 93. 

For William Zl. Marcy — ^Massachusetts, 2 ; Rhode Island, 1 : New 
York, 24-27. 

For Stephen A. Douglas — New Hampshire, 1 ; Massachusetts, 1; Con- 
necticut, 1 ; Ohio, 2 ; Illinois, 11 ; Florida, 2 ; Iowa, 2 — 20. 

For Joseph Lane — Indiana, 13. 

For Samuel Houston — ^Massachusetts, 1; Connecticut, 1; Ohio, 2j 
Texas, 4 — 8 

For J. B. Welter — California, 4. 

For Henry Dodge — Wisconsin, 3. 

For William O. Butler— Ohio, 2. 

For Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, 1. 

No one having two-thirds of the votes, the convention proceeded to the 

Second Ballot. 

For Lewis Cass — Maine, 5; New Hampshire, 4; Vermont, 5; Massachu- 
setts, 9; Rhode Island, 3; Connecticut, 2; New York, 11; New Jersey, 7j 
Delaware, 3; Maryland, 8; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 18; Kentucky, 12; Ten- 
nessee, 6; Missouri, 9; Michigan, 6; Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 2 — 118, 

For James Buchanaji — ^Maine, 3; Connecticut, 2; Pennsylvania, 27; Vir- 
ginia, 15 ; North Carolina, 10 ; Georgia, 10 ; Alabama, 9, Mississippi, 7; Ohio, 
1; Tennessee, 6; Arkansas, 4; California, I — 96. 

For William L. Marcy — ^Massachusetts, 2; Rhode Island, 1 ; New 
York, 24—27. 

For Stephen A. Douglas — New Hampshire, 1; Massachusetts, 1; Con- 
necticut, 1; Ohio, 2; Illinois, 11; Florida, 2; Iowa, 2; California, 3 — ^23. 

For Joseph Lane — Indiana, 13. 

For Samtcel Hotcston — Massachusetts, 1; Connecticut Ij Texas, 4 — 6. 

For Henry Dodge — Wisconsin, 3. 

For WiUiam O. JSw^fcr— Ohio, 1. 

For Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, 1. 

A question arose among the delegates of Florida as to their rights in 
casting the vote of the State; which was referred to the Committee on 
Credentials. 

The convention then proceeded to the 

I'hird Ballot. 

For Lewis Cass — Maine, 5; New Hampshire, 4; Vermont, 5; Massachu- 
setts, 9; Rhode Island, 3: Connecticut, 2; New York, 12; New Jersey, 7; 
Delaware, 3; Maryland, 8; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 18; Kentucky, 12; Ten- 
nessee, 6; Missouri, 9; Michigan, 6; Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 2 — 119. 

For James Buchanan — Maine, 3; Connecticut, 2; Pennsylvania, 27; 
Maryland, 15; North Carolina, 10; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; 
Tennessee, 6; Arkansas, 4; California, 1 — 94. 

For William L. ikfarcy^— Massachusetts, 2j Rhode Island, Ij New 
York, 23-26. 
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JFbr Stephen A. Dauglas-^'^evr Hampshire, 1 5 IVTassachusetts, 1 ; Con* 
Bccdcut, 1 ; Uhio, 2; Illinois, 11 ; Iowa> 2; Calilbrnia; 3—21. 

For Joseph Lane — Indiana, 13. 

Fhr Samuel Houston — ^Massachusetts^ I5 Connecticut, 1; Ohio, Ij 
T^xas> 4—7. 

Fhr Henry Dodge — Wisconsin, 3. 

Fhr William O. fitt/fcr^— Ohio, 1. 

So no candidate having received the requisite number of votes, 

Mr. Johnson, of Tennessee, moved to adjourn, to meet at 5 o'clock,^ 

p. m. — ^rejected. 
Mr. Wm. Barksdale, of Mississippi, offelred the following resolution, 

which was rejected : 

Resolved, That if, while the ballot is progressing, any State announces it is not ready, 
the balloting shall be suspended until such State is ready to cast her vote. 

The convention proceeded to the 

Fhurth Ballot. 

Fhr Lewis Cass — ^MAine, 6 ; New Hampshire, 4 ; Massachusetts, 9 ; 
Rhode Island, 3 ; Connecticut, 2 ; New York, 13 ; New Jersey, 7; Dela- 
ware, 3 ; Maryland, 8 5 Louisiana, 6 ; Ohio, 18 ; Kentucky, 12 ; Ten- 
nessee, 6; Missouri, 9; Michigan, 6; Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 2 — 115. 

Fhr James Buchanan — Maine, 3 ; Connecticut, 2 ; Pennsylvaiiia, 27 ; 
Tirginia, 16 ; North Carolina, 10 ; Georgia, 10 ; Alabama, 9 y Missis- 
sippi, 7 ; Tennessee, 5 5 California, 1^ — 89. 

Fhr Stephen A. Douglas — New Hampshire, 1 ; Vermont, 6 ; Massa-. 
chusetts, 1 ; Connecticut, 1 ; Ohio, 2 ; Tennessee, 1 3 Illinois, 11 j Ar^ 
kansas,.4 ; Iowa, 2^; California, 3 — 31. 

Fhr William L. Mdrcp — Massachusettis, 2; Rhode Island,!; New- 
York, 22— 25. 

Fhr Joseph Lane — Indiana, 13. 

For Samuel i7(n/5/on— Massachusetts, 1 ; Connecticut, 1 ; Ohio, 1 ^ 
Texas, 4— 7. 

Fhr Henry Dodge — Wisconsin, 3. 

Fhr William O. JSw^fer— Ohio, 1 . 

FH/th BaUot. 

Fhr Lewis Cass — ^Maine, 6; New Hampshire, 4; Massachusetts, 9; 
Rhode Island, 3; Connecticut, 2; New York, 12; New Jersey, 7; Del- 
aware, 3; Maryland, 85 Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 17; Kentucky, 12; Ten- 
nessee, 7 ; Missouri, 9 ; Michigan, 6 ; Iowa, 2 ; Wisconsin, 2 — 114. 

Fhr James Buchanan — Maine, 3 ; New Hampshire, 1 ; Connecticut, 2 ; 
Pennsylvania, 27; Virginia, 16; North Carolina, 10; Georgia, 10; Ala- 
bama, 9; Mississipjri, 7; Tennessee, 4; California,! — 89. 
; Fhr Stephen A. Douglas — Vermont, 6 ; Massachusetts, 1 ; Connecti- 
C4t, 1 ; Ohio, 3; Tennessee, 1 ; Illinois, 11 ; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2 ; 
Iowa, 2 ; California) 3—34. 

Fhr William L» ilfarov-— Massachusetts; 2 ; Rhode Island, 1 ; New 
Tork, 2a-26. 

Fhr Joseph Lane — Indiana, 13. 

Fhr Samuel Zfete^em^-^Massachusetts, I; Connecticut, 1; Ohio, 2; 
Texas, 4—8. 



Fhr H$nryDodge — ^Wisconsin, 3. ^ 

For Daniel S. DickincSon — Florida, X. 
Fbr WiUiam O. Butler— Ohio, 1. 

Sixth BaUot. 

For Lewis Cass — ^Maine, 5; New Hampshire, 4; Massachiisetta, 9; 
Rhode Island, 3 ; Connecticut, 2 ; New York, 12 ; New Jersey, 7 ; Elela- 
ware, 3; Maryland, 8; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 17; Kentucky, 12; Ten- 
nessee, 7; Missouri, 9; Michigan, 6; Florida, 2; Iowa, 2; Wiscon- 
sin, 2—114. 

For James Buchanan — Maine, 3; Connecticut, 2 ; Pennsylvania,^; 
Yii^inia, 15 ; North Carolina, 10 ; Georgia, 10 ; Alabama, 9 ; Missis- 
JMPPi> 7 ; Tennessee, 4 ; California, 1 — 88 

For ^ephen A. Douglas— "New Hampshire, 1 ; Vermont, 5 ; Massa- 
chusetts, 1 ; Connecticut, 1 ; Ohio, 3; Tennessee, 1 ; Illinois, 11 ; Ar- 
kansas^ 4; Iowa, 2; California, 3 — 32. 

For WiUiam L. ilfarcy— ^Massachusetts^ 2 ; Rhode Island, I ; New 
York, 23—26. 

For Joseph Lane — Indiana, 13. 

For Samuel £fiM/5^o»— Massachusetts ji 1; Connecticut, Ij Ohio, 2; 
Tejras, 4-^8. 

For Daniel S. i>icA?iwso«— Florida, 1 . 

For mUiam O. Butter— Ohio, 1. 

Seventh Ballot, 

Fa^ Lenps Cb^i— Maine, 6 ; New Hampshire, 4 ; Massachusetts, 9 ; 
Khode bland, 3 ; Connecticut, 2 ; New York, 12 ; New Jersey, 7 ; Del- 
aware, 3; Maryland, 8; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 16; Kentucky, 12; Ten- 
nessee, 7 ; Missouri, 9 ; Michigan, 6 ; Iowa, 2 ; Wisconsin, 2--113. 

Fbr Jcmes Buchanan — Maine, 3 ; Connecticut, 2 ; Pennsylvania, 27' j 
Vireinia, 15 ; North Carolina, 10 ; Georgia, 10 ; Alabama, 9 ; Mississippi, 
7; Tennessee, 4 ; California, 1—88. 

jFbr Stephen A. Douglas — New Hampshire, 1; Vermont, 6; Massa- 
chusetts) 1.; Connecticut, 1; Ohio, 3; Tennessee, 1; Illinois, 11; Ar- 
kansas,. 4; Florida, 2; Iowa, 2; California, 3 — 34. 

Fn* WiUiam L. Marcij — ^Massachusetts, 2; Rhode Island, 1; New 
yoxk, 23—26. 

F^ Joseph Lane^-A.nAidJi^.y 13. 

For ^Samuel Houston — ^Massachusetts, 1; Connecticut, I; Ohio, 3;; 
T^xaSy 4—9. 

- Far Bjenry Dodge — Wisconsin, 3^ 
. For Darnel S. -DicArtTi^ow— Florida, 1. 

ifbr Wmam O. Butkr-^Ohio, h 

Eighth BaUoU 

For Lewis Cbgs*-*Maine, 6; New Hampshire, 4,^ Massachusetts, 9; 
BiIk)40. Island, 3; Connecticut^ 2; New York> 12; New Jersey, 7; Deta-' 
^are, 3; Maryland, 8; Louisiana, 6; Ohio^ 16; Kentucky, 12$ Tennes- 
a^, 7; Missouri, 9; Michigan, 6; Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 2^113. 

For James Buchanan — ^Maine, 3; Connecticut, 2; Pennsylvania,' 2T; 
Yirginia^ 15; North Carolina, 10; Georgia, 10; Alab£^ma>9; Mississippi,; 
Zi.TewK»&ee, 4;. California, 1 — 88^ ^ ' 



Fhr Stephen il.Z?owg"/a5— New .Hampshire, 1; Vermont, 65 Massachu- 
setts, 1; Connecticut, I3 Ohio, 3; Tennessee, 1; Illinois, 11; Arkansas, 
4; Florida, 2; Iowa, 2; California, 3—34. 

For WiUiam L. Afarcy— Massachusetts, 2; Rhode Island, 1 ; New 
York, 23— 26. 

F(yr Joseph Lane — Indiana, 13. 

For Samuel Houston — Massachusetts, 1; Connecticut, 1; Ohio, 3; 
Texas, 4 -9. 

For Henry ZJorfg-e— Wisconsin, 3. 

For William U. Butler— Ohio, 1. 

For Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, 1. 

Mr. Sturgis, of Georgia, moved that the Georgia delegation, being 
now admitted to their seats, have the privilege of appointing members on 
the Committees upon Resolutions and Credentials, which was granted; 
and the convention directed them to report their selections to the sev- 
eral committees. 

On motion, the convention adjourned until four o'clock, p. m. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. McRae, of North Carolina,, rose to a question of privilege, and 
stated that some members of his delegation, not having obtained their 
tickets, had found difficulty in entering the hall, and asked the conven- 
tion to take some action on this matter. 

Mr. Hallett, of Massachusetts, chairman of the Committee of the 
Convention to co-operate with the citizens' committee, desired to make 
a report and explanation from that committee, who were charged with the 
order of arrangements, to secure to this convention seats for deliberation 
in this hall. Will the convention have the kindness to give me a few 
moments' attention while I explain this matter to them? 

Cries of '^ Leave, leave." 

No objection being made, 

Mr. Hallett proceeded . The Committee of Arrangements were in- 
structed to cause tickets to be issued to the delegates of this convention 
only, and we were intrusted with the carrying out of that order. The 
vote of the convention was, that we should enforce that order so that 
none but delegates entitled to seats upon this floor should be admitted, in 
the hope that we might thus make sufficient arrangements to have our 
business here proceed regularly and orderly. In pursuance of that order,- 
the committee sat till twelve o'clock last night making their arrange- 
ments. They caused tickets to . be issued for the admission of all dele- 
gates, and gave notice to the member from each State who was on the 
Committee on Credentials, that if he would call at Mr. White's office, in 
the front portion of this building, Mr. W. would deliver to him the tickets 
for his delegation. Mr. White has accordingly delivered to the chairman 
of each delegation, or to gentlemen purporting to be such — and I have no 
doubt that they were such chairmen — tickets for all his delegation, and 
for which he, as chairman of such delegation, gave his receipt. Tickets 
were in this way issued for all the members that the chairmen claimed to 
be entitled to seats upon this floor, and it was therefore enjoined upon 
the doorkeepe): in this, the south end of the building, to admit none who 
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had not one of these tickets 5 otherwise we should be overwhelmed by 
the peisons assembled here. ^ 

We assembled here this morning under that arrangement. The presi- 
dent's chair had been changed ta a position upon the side of the platform 
here, and seats were given to delegates — some upon the platform, and 
others upon the floor below. That arrangement fitiled to give satisfac- 
tion to all, and since we met this morning another arrangenient has been 
made. We have now come down to a stronger and more substantial 
platform, and have accordingly come upon the floor altogether, leaving 
the platform raised here entirely unoccupied; assigning seats to members 
upon the floor, to the number claimed by each chairman of each delega- 
tion to be entitled to seats here, and also to all others holding such rela- 
tions to this convention as will entitle them to seats Upon this floor. And 
if gentlemen will allow me to do so, I will state in what manner we have 
arranged the seats upon this floor. We have placed settees here which 
will give accommodations to six hundred and ninety-five persons, and 
they have been sissigned as follows: 



States, 



Maiae 

K«w Hampshire. 
Vermont....... 

Massachusetts . . 
Rhode Island... 
Connectiout • . • . 

IJ^wYork • 

New Jersey 

Pennsylvania.. . 
Oelawai«. ..••.. 

Maryhtnd • 

Viiginia *.. 

North Carolina.. 
South Carolina., 
Georgia. ••••••• 

Alabama... •«... 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Qhio. ••«•«••••. 

Kentucky 

1 eiiD088ee ....•• 
Indiana. ...••«. 
Illinois .....••.« 
Missouri. ••«•.. 
Arkansas. ••.... 

Alichigaa 

Flofida 

Texas .» 

Iowa...* 

Wisconsin .••••, 
California ••••.. 

Total.,,*.. 



• •« ....••• 1 



<2 13 


1 

3 • 


No. of delegates 
whom seats 
claimed. 


Qi'S 

SO -^ 


8 


2 


7 


1 


7 


1 


18 


3 


5 


1 


6 


1 


49 


9 


25 


4 


55 


8 


21 


4 


8 


2 


94 


16 


36 


6 


1 


-. 


38 


7 


15 


4 


36 


7 


21 


3 


23 


4 


45 


8 


25 


4 


39 


7 


27 


5 


9 


1 


5 


1 


30 


5 


13 


2 


11 


2 


7 


1 


5 


1 


8 


2 


695 



Remarks. 



And one aeat with the Maine delegation. 
And one seat with the Iowa delegation. 



And one seat with Ohio. 
And seven chairs. 



One seat wiUi Georgia. 



Including two seats for Missouri. 
And tliree seats with Illinois. 



And one seat with Georgia. 



And two seats with Mississippi. 



And one seat with Wisconsin. 



^v 



3 



u 

We have also arranged seats for thirty-one vice presidents, six secreta- 
ries, and forty-two reporters. 

Gentlemen will find upon the backs of the settees the names of the 
respective States to which they are assigned. 

Having performed that duty, we have not undertaken to decide whether 
the alternates are included under the term *' delegates" or not. We liave 
left that question to be settled by the chairmen of the respective delega- 
tions until the convention can take some order upon the matter. I desire, 
in order that we may be relieved from the embarrassments under which we 
now labor, that this convention would determine, before it adjourns 
to-night, whether alternates are entitled to seats upon this floor or not. 

The Committee of Arrangements had also in charge the question in 
reference to admitting members of Congress and other gentlemen upon 
the floor; but, in consequence of the order in regard to the issuing of 
tickets, we have issued none for that purpose. This platform, which we 
have heretofore been seated upon, is now unoccupied, and I would pro- 
pose that arrangements be made to-night, so that you will to-morrow 
authorize your committee to issue tickets for the admission of members of 
Congress and others, who can occupy that platform. And in order to 
test the sense of the convention, I would now move that the convention 
authorize tickets to be issued to members of Congress, and also members 
of the Maryland State convention, whom the Committee of Arrangements 
for the city of Baltimore, I understand, have invited to attend, and to 
other persons, as the convention may specify. 

The question was then stated to be upon the motion of Mr. Hallett to 
authorize the issuing of tickets to members of Congress and others; and 
the question being taken, the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. Merriwether, of Kentucky, on leave, introduced the following 
« resolutions, which were referred under the rule: 

Resolved^ That the Union of the States, upon the terms and conditions set forth in the con-* 
•titution, is the ark of our political safety, the only safeguard against foreign aggression and 
internal convulsions ; and we look upon him who would break up this Union , eimer by cause* 
less rebellion, or by a violation of the essential conditions of the compact on which it rests, as 
a traitor, not only to his country, but to mankind. 

Resolved, That it is the imperative duty of Congress to pass such laws as may be necearary 
to the maintenance and enforcement of the essential terms and conditions of the constitution, 
at.d it is ihe duty of every State and of every citizen to acquiesce in such laws, and, if need 
be, aid in their execution. 

Resolved, That all powers not delegated by the constitution to the government of the United 
States are reserved to the several States and their people in as full a manner as if the consti* 
tution had never been adopted ; and that in the exercise of their reserved rights the States are 
•tUl as independent of each other as they are of the kingdom of Great Britain, neither 
being responsible for, or having a ri^ht to interfere with, the internal institutions or legislation 
of any other, and such interference is as unauthorized and unlawful as the intervention of one 
nation with tlie internal concerns of another nation wholly independent. 

Resolved. That the Congress of the United States having passed a series of measoics 

Senerally known as the compromise measures, a large portion of which said measures 
aving been fully executed, and not bein^ susceptible of modification or repeal, therefore, 
eood faith requires that each and all of said measures shall be maintained and carried into 
ftill effect. 

The Chair announced that the balloting for a candidate for the nomi- 
nation to the presidency was the regular business in order. 
So the convention proceeded to the 

Ninth BaOat. 

For Lewis Cass — ^Maine, 6; New Hampshire, 4; Massachusetts, 8; 
Rhode Island^ 83 Connecticut, 2; Kew York, 12; New Jersey, 7; Dela- 



ware, 3; Maryland, 8; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 17; Kentucky, 12; Tennes- 
see^S; Missouri, 9; Michigan, 6; Iowa 2; Wisconsin, 3— 112. 

For James Buchanan — Maine, 3; Connecticut, 2; Pennsjylvania, 27; 
Virginia, 15; North Carolina, 9; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; 
Tennessee, 4; California, 1 — 87. 

For Stephen A. Douglas — New Hampshire, 1; Vermont, 5; Massachu- 
setts, 1; Connecticut, 1; North Carolina, 1; Ohio, 3; Tennessee, 3; Illi- 
Hais, II; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 2; Caiifornia, 
3—39. 

For WiRiam h. Marcy — Massachusetts, 3; Rhode Island, 1; New 
York, 23—27. 

For Joseph Lane — Indiana, 13. 

For Samuel Houston — Massachusetts, I; Connecticut, 1; Ohio, 2; 
Texas, 4—8. 

jFbr William O. Butler—Ohio y I. 

For Daniel S^ Dickinson — ^Florida, 1. 

Tenth Ballot. 

For Letms Vass — ^Maine, 5; New Hampshire, 4; Massachusetts, 8; 
Rhode Island, 3; Connecticut, 2; New York, 12; New Jersey, 7; Dela- x 
ware, 3; Maryland, 8; Louisiana, &; Ohio, 17; Kentucky, 12; Tennes- 
see, 4; Missouri, 9; Michigan, 6^ Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 3— 111. 

For James Bitchanan — Maine, 3; Connecticut, 2; Pennsylvania, 27; 
Virginia, 15; North Carolina, 9; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; 
Tennessee, 3; California, 1 — 86. 

For Stephen A. Douglas — New Hampshire, 1; Vermont, 5; Massachu- 
setts, 1; Connecticut, 1 ; North Carolina, 1; Ohio, 3; Tennessee, 4; lUi- 
nmsj 11^ Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 2; California, 
3--40. 

For WiUiam L. Marcy — ^Massachusetts, 3; Rhode Island, 1; New 
York, 23-27. 

For Joseph />i7»e— Tennessee, 1? Indiana, 13 — 14, 

For Samuel Houston — ^Massachusetts, 1; Connecticut, 1; Ohio, 2; 
Texas, 4—8 

For WiUiam O. jBt^cr— Ohio, I. 

For Daniel 8. Dickinsmt — Florida, 1 * 

Eleventh Ballots 

Foi' Leuns Cass — ^Maine, 5 ; New Hampshire, 4 ; Massachu-setts, 8 ^ 
Rhode Island, 3 ; Connecticut, 2 ; New York, 12 ; New Jersey, 7 ; Del- 
aware, 3 ; Maryland, 8 ; Louisiana, 6 ; Ohio, 16 ; Kentucky, 12 ; Ten- 
aesisee, 4 ; Michigan, 6 ; Iowa, 2 ; Wisconsin, 3—101. 

jFbr James Buchanan — ^Maine, 3 ; Connecticut, 2 ; Pemisylvania, 27j 
Virginia, 15; North Carolina, 9; Georgia, 10; Alabama,. 9; Mississippi, 
7; Tennessee, 4; California, 1—87. 

For Stephen A. Douglas — ^New Hampshire, 1; Vermont, 6; Massachu- 
setts, 1; Connecticut, 1; North Carolina, 1; Ohio, 4; Tennessee, 4; Il- 
linois, 11 ; Missouri, 9; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 2; 
California, 3 — 50. 

Fhr WiUinm £r. Aforw— Massachusetts, 3; Rhode Islaad^ \\ ^««^ 
York, 23— 27. 
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For Joseph Lane — Indiana, 13. 

For Samuel Houston — ^Massachusetts, 1 ; Connecticut; 1 j Ohio, 2 1 
Texas, 4—8. 
For William O. Builer^^OhiOy 1. 
For Daniel S, Dickinson— FloiidB^ 1 . 

Tttdfih Ballot. 

For Lewis Cfw*— Maine, 4j New Hampshire, 4; Massachusetts^, 85 
Rhode Island, 3; Connecticut, 2; New York, 12; New Jersey, 7j Dela- 
ware, 3; Maryland, 8; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 14; Kentucky, 12j Tennes- 
see, 4; Michigan, 65 Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 3 — 98. 

For James Buchanan — Maine, 4; Connecticut, 2; Pennsylvania, 27; 
Tirginia, 15; North Carolina, 9; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; 
Tennessee, 4; California, 1---88. 

For Stephen A. Douglas — New Hampshire, 1 ; Vermont, 5; Massachu- 
setts, 1 ; Rhode Island, 1 ; Connecticut, 1 ; North Carolina, 1 j Ohio, 6; 
Tennessee, 4; Illinois, 11 ; Missouri, 9; Arkansas, 4} Florida, 2; Iowa, 
2; Wisconsin, 2; California, 3 — 62. 

. For WHliam L. ikfarcy*— Massachusetts, 3 ,' Rhode Island, 1 r "Heif 
York, 23—27. 

For Joseph Lawc— Indiana, 13. 

For Samuel Houston — Massachusetts, 1 ) Connecticut, 1 ^ Ohio, 3 ^ 
Texas, 4—9. 

For William O. Butler— Ohio^ I4 

For Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida^ L 

Thirteenth Ballot. 

For Lewis Cass — Maine, 4 j New Hampshire, 4 ; Massachusetts, 8 j 
Rhode Island, 3; Connecticut, 2j New York, 12; New Jersey, 7; Dela» 
ware, 3; Maryland, 8; Ohio, 14; Kentucky, 12; Tennessee, 4; Michi^ 
gan, 6; Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 3 — 98. 

For James Buchanm — Maine, 4 ; Connecticut, 2 ; Pennsylvania^ 27 5 
Tirginia, 15; North Carolina, 9.; Georgia, 10 3 Alabama, 9j Mississippi, 
7; Tennessee, 4; Cahfornia, I — 88. 

For Stephen A. Douglas — New Hampshire, 1 j Vermont, 6; Massachu- 
setts, 1 ; Connecticut, 1 ; North Carolina, 1) Ohio, 6; Tennessee, 4} Il- 
linois, 11; Missouri, 9; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 2^ 
California, 3 — 51. 

For William L. Marcy — Massachusetts, 2j Rhode Island, I3 New 
York, 23—26. 

For Joseph Lane — Indiana, 13. 

For Samuel Houston — Massachusetts, 2 ; Connecticut, 1 \ Ohio, 3 j 
Texas 4 10. 

For^ William O. Butler— Ohio, t. • 

For Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, 1 . 

Fourteenth BaUot, 

For Lewis Cass — Maine, 4 ; New Hampshire, 4 ; Massachusetts, 8 \ 
Rhode Island, 3; Connecticut, 2; New York, 12; New Jersey, 7; Dela<> 
ware, 3; Maryland, 8; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 14; Kentucky, 12^ Tennes* 
see^ 5j Micbi^an^ 6; Iowa, 2j Wisconsin; 3 — 99. 



Fhr James Bvchanan — ^Maine, 4; Connecticut, 2; Pennsylvania, 27; 
Virghiia, 15; North Carolina, 9; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; 
Tennessee, 3; California, 1 — 87. 

Fhr Step/ten A. Douglas^New Hampshire, 1 ; Vermont, 6; Massachu- 
setts, 1; Connecticut, 1 ; North Carolina, 1 ; Ohio, 5; Tennessee, 4; Il- 
linois, 11; Missouri, 9; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; leva, 2; Wisconsin, 2; 
California, 3— 51. ' 

For Wiliiam L, Marcy — Massachusetts, 2;- Rhode Island, 1; New 
York, 23— 26. 

fhr Joseph Lane — Indiana, 13. 

Fhr Samuel Bxmston — Massachusetts, 2 ; Connecticut, 1 ; Ohio, 3 ; 
Texas, 4—10. 

Fhr WUUam O, Butler— Ohio, 1. 

Fhr Daniel S. Dickinson^FloridsLf 1. 

Fifteenth Ballot. 

Fhr Lewis Qw5— Maine, 4; New Hampshire, 4; Massachusetts, 8; 
Rhode Island, 3; Connecticut, 2; New York, 12; New Jersey, 7; Delai^ 
ware, 3; Maryland, 8; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 14; Kentucky, 12; Tennessee, 
. 6j Michigan, 6; Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 3 — 99. 

Fhr James Buchanan — Maine, 4; Connecticut, 2; Pennsylvania, 27; 
Virginia, 15; North Carolina, 9; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 
7; Tennessee, 3; California 1 — 87. 

Fhr Stephen A. Douglas — New Hampshire, I; Vermont, 5; Massachu- 
setts, 1; Connecticut, 1; North Carolina, 1; Ohio, 5; Tennessee, 4; Illi- 
nois,!]; Missouri; 9; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 3; Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 2; 
California, 3 — 51. 

For William L. ilfarcy— Massachusetts, 2; Rhode Island, 1; New 
York, 23—26. 

Per Joseph Lane — Indiana, 13. 

Fhr Samuel Houston — ^filassachusetts, 2; Connecticut, I; Ohio, 3; 
Texas, 4—10. 

Fhr William O, Butler — Ohio, 1. 

Fhr Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, I . 

Sixteenth Ballot. 

Fhr Lewis Cass — ^Maine, 4; New Hampshire, 4; Massachusetts, 8; 
Rhode Island, 3; Connecticut, 2; New York, 12; New Jersey, 7; Dela: 
ware, 3; Maryland, 8; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 14; Kentucky, 12; Ten- 
nessee, 5; Michigan, 6; Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 3 — ^99. 

Fhr James Buchanan — Maine, 4; Connecticut, 2; Pennsylvania, 27; 
Virginia, 15; North Carolina, 9; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; 
Tennessee, 3; California, 1 — 87. 

Fhr Stephen A, Douglas — New Hampshire, 1; Vermont, 5; Massachu- 
setts, 1; Connecticut, 1; North Carolina, 1; Ohio, 6; Tennessee, 4; Illi- 
nois, 11; Missouri, 9; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 3; 
California, 3 — 51. 

Fhr William L, Marcy — Massachusetts, 2; Rhode Island, 1; New 
York, 23—26. 

Fhr Joseph Lane — Indiana, 13 
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• * 

For Samuel Houston — ^Massachusetts^ 2^ Connecticut; 1} Ohio^ 3; 

Texas 4 10. 

ForWiUiam O. Butler— Ohioy I. 

For Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, 1 . ' 

Seventeenth Ballot, 

For Lewis Ciws— Maine, 4; New Hampshire, 4; Massachusetts, &; 
Rhode Island, 3; Connecticut, 2; New York, 12; New Jersey, 7; Dela- 
ware, 3 J Maryland, 8; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 14; Kentucky, 12; Tennes- 
see, 5; Michigan, 6; Iowa, 2j Wisconsin, 3 — 99. 

For James Buchanan — Maine, 4; Connecticut, 2; Pennsylvania, 2T; 
Virginia, 15; North Carolina, 9; Georgia, lOj Alabama, 9; Mississippi 7; 
Tennessee, 3; California, 1—87. 

For Stephen A. Douglas— ISevr Hampshire, 1 ; Vermont, 5; Massachu- 
setts, 2; Connecticut, 1; North Carolina, 1; Ohio, 5; Tennessee, 3; 
Missouri, 9; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 2; Califor- 
nia, 3 — 60. 

' For William L. Marcy — ^Massachusetts, 2: Rhode Island^ 1; New 
York, 23— 26. 

For Joseph Lane — Indiana 13. 

For Samuel Houston — Connecticut, 1; Ohio, 3; Tennessee, 1; Texas, 
4—9. 

For William O. Butler— Ohio, 1. 

For Daniel S, Dickinson — Florida, 1. 

On motion, the convention adjourned until to-morrow morning at 9 
o'clock. 



FOURTH DAY— Friday morning, June 4, 1852. 

The convention met at 9 o'clock. 

Rev. Mr. Plummer, of Baltimore, addressed the Throne of Grace. 

Mr. Atherton, of New Hampshire, moved to dispense with the read- 
ing of the journal of yesterday; which motion prevailed, and the reading 
was dispensed with. 

Mr. Burke, of N. H., rose to a privileged question, and, as chairman 
of the Committee on Credentials, made the following report, which was 
concurred in: 

The Committee on Credentials y to whom were referred the questions relating 
to the delegations from the States of Tennessee and Florida^ report: 

That, in relation to the contested seats from the State of Tennessee, 
after hearing the several parties contestant, the committee decided that 
the delegation reported as the delegation from that State in the first report 
submitted by the committee to this convention, is the delegation duly 
elected by that State, and the members composing it are entitled to seats 
upon this floor. 

That, in relation to the State of Florida, it appeared that the two dele- 
^tes now entitled to seats in this convention as delegates at large^ were 



duly (elected as such by a democratic State convention duly notified and 
holden; and that the same convention appointed twelve additional dele- 
gates from the four judicial districts into wliich the State is divided, tea 
of whom are now in attendance upon this convention. 

That it appears to the committee that the two delegates at large were 
intended by said State convention to represent the State in her sovereign 
character, in analogy with her Senators in Congress; and thsit the ten 
delegates now in attendance upon this convention were intended by said 
convention to represent the congressional districts of Florida; and that if 
they should recognise the principle that a mass delegation from a single 
congressional district should be entitled to the same voice in the delega- 
tion as the delegates at large representing the sovereign power of the 
Slate, they would lay down a rule by which the voice of a whole State 
might be controlled by a mass delegation from a single district. For in^ 
stance, thai a mass delegation, in sufficient numbers, from a single dis- 
trict in New York, might vote down the single delegates from all the 
other districts, and thus give the vote of that great State, in violation of 
the most palpable will of the people of the State* The committee could 
recognise no such principle, and therefore, in relation to the question 
Couching the right of Che individual delegates from the State of Florida to 
vote in this convention, the committee recommend the adoption, by this 
convention, of the following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That the delegates from a congressional district, whether one or many, have but 
one vote, and each senatorial delegate has one vote. 

The committee further report the following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That the delegates duly elected by the democracy of the District of Columbia, and 
•f the several I'erritories of the United States, be admitted to seats upon this floor as honorary 
members of this convention. 

All which is respectfully submitted^ ^ 

toMUND BURKE, Chavmtan. 

The question being on the adoption of the foregoing resolutions, it was 
carried in the afSrmative, and they were adopted. 

The Chair announced the next business in order to be the 18th ballot, 
which w»6 taken as follows: 

EighicexUh Ballot. 

For Lewis Casg — Maine, 4^ New Hampshire, 4; Massachusetts, 8; 
Connecticut, 2; New York, 12; New Jersey, 7; Delaware, 3; Maryland, 
b; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 14; Kentucky, 12; Tennessee, 5; Michigan, 6; 
Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 3—96. 

Fur James Buchanan — Maine, 2; Connecticut, 2; Pennsjivania, 27; 
Virginia, 16; North Carolina, 9; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; 
Tennessee, 3; California, 1 — 85. 

Fhr Stephen A. Douglas — Maine, 2; New Hampshire, 1; Vermont, 6; 
Massachusetts, 1; Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 1; North CaroUna, 1; 
Ohio, 5; Tennessee, 3; Illinois, 11; Missouri, 9; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; 
Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 2; California, 3—56- 
, Far WUUam L, Marcy — Massachusetts, 2; New York, 23 — ^25. 

Fbr Joseph Lane — Indiana, 13. 
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Fhr &w«c/JEfov5^an— Massachusetts, 2; Connecticut, 1 ; Ohio, 3; Ten- 
nessee, 1; Texas, 4 — 1 1. 
Fhr William O. Butler— Ohio ^ 1. 
For Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, 1. 

The Virginia delegation retired to consult, but returned and gave their 
vote as be^re for Mr. Buchanan. 

When Rhode Island was called, 

Mr. Satles said: Mr. President, I desire, in behalf of the Rhode Island 
delegation, to premise their vote with a single word. Undonbtedly the 
first choice of the democracy of Rhode Island for a candidate for Presi- 
dent is Lewis Cass, of Michigan. In this opinion the delegation are 
united, notwithstanding their vote. But they regard their further vote 
in that direction as unavailing; and feeling that they have discharged 
their duty in that direction to their constituents, to General Cass, theif 
fevorite candidate, and to themselves, they will now give theif united 
vote to him whom they regard as the second choice of their constituents^ 
and one who they believe will be highly acceptable to the democracy of 
ISevr England. Rhode Island gives her four votes to Stephen A. Douglas, 
of Illinois. 

The Chairman read the following resolution, handed in by Mr. Merri- 
wether, of Kentucky, and read at his request: 

Resolfoedy That the Kentuck)r delegation will, through their chairman, present to the Wash- 
ing National Monument Society mty dollars, and to the Jackson Monument AssociatioD 
fifty dollars, to assist in the completion of those monuments. 

The President requested the chairmen of the delegations of the seve- 
ral States to hand to the secretaries the names of the persons selected by 
the delegates, respectively, to represent them on the Committee on Nomi- 
nations of the National Centi-al Committee. 

The convention then proceeded to the nineteenth ballot, as follows : 

Ninteenth Ballot. 

For Lewis Cass — Maine. 4; New Hampshire, 4; Massachusetts, 1; 
Connecticut, 2; New York, 12; New Jersey, 7; Delaware, 3; Maryland, 
8; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 13; Kentucky, 12; Tennessee, 6; Michigian, 6; 
Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 3 — 89 

/^r Jttfnes Buchanan — Maine, 2; Connecticut, 2; Pennsylvania, 27; 
Virginia, 15; North Carolina, 9; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; 
Tennessee, 3; California, I — 85. 

Fhr Stephen A. Douglas — Maine, 2; New Hampshire, 1; Vennonty 5; 
Massachusetts, 7; Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 1; North Carolina,. 1; 
Ohio, 6; Tennessee, 3; Illinois, 11; Missouri, 9; Arkan»sas, 4; Florida,. 
2; Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 2; California, 3 — 63. 

Fhr William L. Afarcy— Massachusetts, 3; New York, 23-2&. 

Fhr Joseph Lane — Indiana, 13. 

For Samuel Houston — ^Massachusetts, 2; Ohio, 3; Texas, 4 — 9. 

Fhr William O. Butler— Ohio, 1, 

Fhr, Daniel S, Dickinson — Florida, 1. 

Mr. Brown, of Tennessee, chairman of the Committee on ResohitioR»^ 
stated, that the conamittee bad agreed on the j9/ii{/brxii with remarkable 
unanimity. - 



The convention then proceeded to the twentieth ballot^ as follows r 

Thoentieth Ballot. 

For James Buchanaii — Maine, 1; Connecticut, 2; New Jersey, 7; 
Pennsylvania, 27; Virginia, 15; North Carodina, 9; Georgia, 10; Ala- 
bama, 9; Mississippi, 7; Tennessee, 4; California, 1 — 92. 

For Letois Cnss — Maine, 4; New Hampshire, 6; Massachusetts, 1; 
Connecticut 2; New York, 12; Delaware, 3; Maryland, 8; Louisiana, &; 
Ohio, 13; Kentucky, 12; Tennessee, 5; Michigan, 6; Iowa, I; Wiscon- 
sin, 3 — 81. 

For Stephen A. Dotiglas — Maine, 3; Vermont, 6; Massachusetts, 7; 
Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 1; North Carolina. 1; Ohio, 6; Tennes- 
see, 3; Illinois, 11 ; Missouri, 9; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; Iowa, 3; Wis- 
consin, 2; California, 3 — 64. 

For William L. iliarc^^— Massachusetts, 3; New York, 33—26. 

For Joseph Lane — Indiana, 13. 

For ^amuel Houston — Massachusetts, 2; Connecticut, 1; Ohio, 3; 
Texas, 4— 10. 

For William O. JBurfer— Ohio, 1. 

For Danif^l S. Dickinson — Florida, 1. 

When the State of Virginia was called, Mr. Barbour, chairman of the 
Virginia delegation, arose 5ind said, that by a resolution of the delegation, 
they had agreed to cast the vote of the State as a unit; and that a majority 
of the delegates had directed him to cast the whole vote for James Bu- 
chanan. Thereupon, Gov. Floyd, of Virginia, arose', and claimed to 
cast the vote of his district for S. A. Douglas. 

Mr. Philips, of Alabama, rose to a point of order — ^that there was 
nothing now before the convention, under the rules of this convention. 

The Chair sustained the point of order raised, and decided that there 
was nothing before the convention. 

Gov. Floyd, of Virginia, moved to suspend the rules of the conven- 
tion, that he may be heard — rules suspended — and Mr. Floyd made an 
explanation, and a discussion ensued, by leave, out of order. 

Mr. McMuLLiN, of Virginia, desired to enter his protest against casting 
the entire vote of Viiginia for James Buchanan. 

The convention then proceeded to the twenty-first ballot, as follows : 

Twenty-Fkst Ballot. 

For James Buchanan — Maine, 6; Connecticut, 4; New Jersey, 7; 
Pennsylvania, 27; Maryland, 3; Virginia, 15; North Carolina, 9; Georgia, 
10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; Tennessee, 5; California, I — 1()2. 

For Stephen A. Douglas — Maine, 3; Vermont, 6; Massachusetts, 7; 
Rhode L^land,4; North Carolina, 1; Ohio, 6; Tennessee, 3; Illinois, 11; 
Missouri, 9; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; Iowa, 3; Wisconsin, 3; Califor- 
nia, 3 — 64. 

For Lems Cass — ^New Hampshire, 6; Massachusetts, 1; Connecticut, 
2; New York, 12; Delaware, 3^, Maryland, 5; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 13; 
Tennessee, 4; Michigan, 6; Iowa, 1; Wisconsin, 2 — 60. 

For William L. Marcy — Massachusetts, 3; New York, 23 — ^26. 

For William O. Butler -^OhiOy 1 ; Kentucky, 12—13. 

For Joseph I^ne — Indiana, 13* 



For Samuel Houston — Massachusetts, 2; Ohio, 3; Texas, 4 — ^9. 
For Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, 1. 

Thcenty-second Ballot. 

For James Buchanan — ^Maine, 5; New Hampshire, 2; Connecticut, 4; 
New Jersey, 7; Pennsylvania, 27; Maryland, 3; Virginia, 15; North 
Carolina, 9 ; Georgia, 10 ; Alabama, 9 ; Mississippi, 7 ; Tennessee, 6 ; 
California, 1— 104, 

F)r Stephen A. Douglas — Maine, 3; Vermont, 5; Massachusetts, 7; 
Rhode Island, 4; Nortli Carolina, 1; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 7; Tennessee, 6;, 
Illinois, II ; Missouri, 9; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; Iowa, 4; Wisconsin, 
5; California, 3—77. 

For Lewis Cass — New Hampshire, 1; Massachusetts, 1; Connecticut, 
2; New York, 12; Delaware, 3; Maryland, 5; Ohio, 12; Tennessee, 1 ; 
Michigan, 6—43. 

For William L, Marcy — ^Massachusetts, 3; New York, 23 — 26. 

For William O. -Bm^^— New Hampshire, 2; Ohio, 1^ Kentucky, 13 
—16. 

For Joseph Lane — Indiana, 13. 

For Samuel Houston - Massachusetts, 2; Ohio, 3; Texas, 4 — 9, 

For Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, 1. 

Twenty-third Ballot. 

For James Buchanan — Maine, 5; New Hampshire, 2; Connecticut, 6 
New Jersey, 7; Pennsylvania, 27; Maryland, 2; Virginia, 15 ; North 
Carolina, 9; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; Tennessee, 4 
California, 1 — 103. 

For Stephen A. Douglas — Maine, 3; Vermont, 6; Massachusetts, 7 
Rhode Island^ 4; North Carolina, 1 ; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 7; Tennessee, 
7; Illinois, 11 ; Missouri, 9; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; Iowa, 4; Wiscon* 
sin, 6; California, 3—78. 

For Lewis Cass — Massachusetts, 1 ; Connecticut, 1 ; New York, 12 ; 
Delaware, 2; Maryland, 3; Ohio, 12; Michigan, 6 — 37. 

For William L. Marcy — Massachusetts, 3; New York, 23 — 26. 

For William O Butler — ^Maine, 3; Delaware, 1 ; Maryland, 3^ Oliio, 
1; Kentucky, 12—90. 

For Joseph Lane — Indiana, 13. 

jpbr Samuel Houston — ^Massachusetts, 2 ; Ohio, 3 ; Tennessee, 1 ; 
Texas, 4—10. 

For Daniel S. Dickinson — ^Florida, 1. 

The Kentucky delegation having retired, on their return voted for W. 
O. Butler. 

TSventy-fourth Ballot. 

For James Buchanan — Maine, 5; New Hampshire, 2; Connecticut, 6; 
New Jersey, 7; Pennsylvania, 27; Maryland, 2; Virginia, 15; North 
Carolina, 9; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; Tenuessee, 4; 
CaUfornia, 1—103. 

For Stephen A. Douglas — Maine, 3; Vermont, 5; Massachusetts, 7; 
Rhode Island, 4; Maryland,! ; North Carolina, 1 ; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 
7; Tennessee, 8; Illinois, 11 ; Missouri, 9; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; 
lowsj 4; Wisconsin, 5; California; 3—80. 
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Fhr Lewis Cb55— Massachusetts, 1 ; Connecticut, 1 ; New York, 12; 
Maryland, 1; Ohio, 12; Michigan, 6 — 33. 

For William L. Marcy — Massachusetts, 3: New York, 23—26. 

For William O, Butler — New Hampshire, 3; Delaware, 3; Maryland, 
4; Ohio, 1; Kentucky, 12—23. 

Por Joseph Lane — Indiana, 13. 

For Samuel Houston — Massachusetts, 2; Ohio, 3; Texas, 4 — 9. 
^ For Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, 1. 

Twenty-fifth BaHot. 

Fhr James Buchanan — Maine, 6; New Hampshire, 2; Connecticut, 5; 
New Jersey, 7; Pennsylvania, 27; Maryland, 1; Virginia, 15; North 
Carolina, 8; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; Tennessee, 4; 
California, 1 — 101. 

For Stephen A, Douglas — Maine, 3 ; Vermont, 5 ; Massachusetts, 7; 
Rhode Island, 4; Maryland, I ; North Carolina, 2; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 
6; Tennessee, 7; Illinois, 11; Missouri, 9; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; 
Iowa, 4; Wisconsin, 6; California, 3—79. 

For Lewis Cass — Massachusetts, 1 ; Connecticut, 1 ; New York, 12 ; 
Maryland, 1 ; Ohio, 13; Michigan, 6 — 34. 

For William L. Mircy— Massachusetts, 3; New York, 23—26. 

For^ William O, J5i^fer— New Hampshire, 3; Delaware, 3; Maryland, 
6; Ohio, 1; Kentucky, 12—24. 

For Joseph Lane — Indiana, 13. 

Far Samuel Houston — Ma&sachusett, 2; Ohio, 3; Tennessee, 1; Texas, 
4—10. 

For Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, 1 . 

Mr. Reeder, of Pennsylvania, asked the unanimous consent of the 
convention to introduce the following resolution. The consent was 
given, and the resolution adopted: 

Resolved, That the chairman of each delegation be requested to hand to the chair a list of the 
name, county, and post office of each member of the delegation at the meeting this afternoon , 
and that the same be printed for the use of the convention.* 

The convention then proceeded to the twenty-sixth ballot, as follows: 

, Twenty-sixth Ballot. 

For James Buchanan — Maine, 5; New Hampshire, 2; Connecticut, 5; 
New Jersey, 7; Pennsylvania, 27; Maryland, 1; Virginia, 15; North Car- 
olina, 8; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; Tennessee, 4; Califor- 
nia, 1—101. 

For Stephen A, Douglas— Maine ^ 3; Vermont, 6; Massachusetts, 7; 
Rhode Island, 4; New York, 1 ; Maryland, 1; North Carolina, 2; Loui- 
siana, 6; Ohio, 6; Tennessee, 7; Illinois, 11; Missouri, 9; Arkansas, 4; 
Florida, 2; Iowa, 4; Wisconsin, 5; California, 3 — 80. 

For Lewis Cass — ^Massachusetts, 1; Connecticut, 1; New York, 11; 
Maryland, 1; Ohio, 13; Michigan, 6 — 33. 

For William L, Marcy — ^Massachusetts, 3; New York, 23 — ^26. 

For William O. Butler — New Hampshire, 3; Delaware, 3; Maryland, 
5; Ohio, 1; Kentucky, 12—24. 

For Joseph Lane --Indiana, 13. 

* For this list iee aiU«, p. 1%. 
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JFbr Samuel Houston — Massachusetts, 2; Ohio, 3; Tennessee, Ij 
Texas, 4—10. 
For Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, 1, 

The convention then adjourned until 4 o'clock this afternoon. 

APIERNOON SESSI0N--4 o'clock, p. m. 

The convention met, and being called to order by the President, 
Mr. Greene, of Massachusetts, asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to oflfer the following resolution; which was agreed to: 

Resohed^ That the committee appointed to report the Democratic National Committee, also 
report a place for the meeting of tne next National Convention, and the mode of constituting 
and calling the same. 

All objections being withdrawal, the question was put on its adoption, 
and carried in the affirmative. 
The convention then proceeded to the twenty-seventh ballot, as follows: 

Tweniy-sevetith BaUoi. 

For James Buchanan — Maine, 3; New Hampshire, 2; Connecticut, 3; 
New Jersey, 7; Pennsylvania, 27; Maryland, 1; Virginia, 15; North Car- 
olina, 8; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; Tennessee, 5; Califor- 
nia, 1 — 98. 

For Stephen A. Douglas — Maine, 5; Vermont, 5; Massachusetts, 7; 
Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 3; New York, I; Maryland, 1; North Car- 
olina, 2; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, G; Tennessee, 7; Illinois, II; Missouri, 9^ 
Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; Iowa, 4; Wisconsin, 5; California, 3 — 85. 

For Lems Ca55— Massachusetts, 1; New York, II; Maryland, I; Ohio, 
13; Michigan, 6—32, 

For William L. Marcy— Massachusetts, 3; New Yorlt, 23—26. 

For William O. Butler — New Hampshire, 3; Delaware, 3; Maryland, 
6; Ohio, 1 ; Kentucky, 12—24. 

For Joseph Lane — Indiana, 13. 

For Samuel Hou^ston — Massachusetts, 2; Ohio, 3; Texas, 4 — 9. 

Fhr Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, I. 

The Virginia delegation had leave to retire; and, after an absence of 
some time, returned, and gave their vote as before. 

Mr. Shelton F. Leake, of Virginia, moved to suspend the rules for 
the purpose of considering the report of the Committee on Resolutions. 

The President stated that he had been informed that the committee 
were not prepared to report. 

Mr. Leake said that he had understood that the chairman had this 
morning said that they were ready to vote. He knew not what changes 
had been made since last night; but the committee had agreed upon a 
platform last night, and he would stand upon that platform, and abide 
by it. 

ThDentijeighth Ballot. 

For James Buchanan — Maine, 2; New Hampshire, 2; Connecticut, 3^ 
New Jersey, 7; Pennsylvania, 27; Maryland, 1; Virginia, 15; North 
Carolina, 7; Georgia, 10; Alabama; 9; Mississippi, 7; Tennessee, 5; 
California, 1 — 96. 



l For Stephen A. Douglas^^Mainey 6; Vermont, 5; Massachusetts, 7; 

Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 3; New York, 1; Maryland, 1; North 
Carolina, 3; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 8j Tennessee, 7; Illinois, 11; Missouri, 
9; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; Iowa, 4; Wisconsin, 3; California, 3— 88. 

For Lewis Cass — Massachusetts, 1 3 New York, 11: Maryland, 1: Ohio, 
9; Michigan, 6—28. 

For William L. ^arcy— Massachusetts, 3; New York, 23—26. 

For William O. Butler — Maine, 1; New Hampshire, 3; Delaware, 3; 
Maryland, 5; Ohio, 1; Kentucky, 12 — ^25. 

For Joseph Lane — Indiana, 13. 

For Samiiel HoiLston — Massachusetts, 2; Ohio, 5; Texas, 4 — 11. 

Fffr Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, 1. 

. The North Carolina delegation had leave to retire^ and on their return 
voted as above. 

TSoenty-ninth Ballot. 

. JPbr James jBwcAawa/i—- Maine, 2; New Hampshire, 2; New Jersey, 7; 
Pennsylvania, 27; Maryland, 1 ; Virginia, 15; North Carolina, 7; Georgia, 
10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; Tennessee, 5; California, 1 — 93. 

For Stephen A. Douglas — Maine, 5; Vermont, 6; Massachusetts, 7; 
Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 6; New York, Ij Maryland, 1; North Caro- 
lina, 3; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 8; Tennessee, 7; Illinois, 11; Missouri, 9; 
'J Atkansa9, 4; Florida, 2; Iowa, 4; Wisconsin, 6; California, 3 — 91. 

. jPbr Lewis Cass — Massachusetts, I3 New York, 11; Maryland, 1; Ohio, 
8f Michigan, 6 — ^27. 

Fhr William L. Mircy— Massachusetts, 3; New York, 23—26. 

For William O. Butler — Maine, 1; New Hampshire, 3; Delaware^ 3; 
Maryland, 6; Ohio, 1; Kentucky, 12 — ^26. 
; For Joseph Zrawe—Indiana, 13. 

For Samuel JSTow^/o/i— ^Massachusetts, 2; Ohio, 6; Texas, 4 — 12. 

For Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, 1 . 

The Virginia delegation had' leave to retire, and on their return voted 
AS above* - 

Thirtieth Ballot. 

, Far l&ephen A. Douglas — Maine, 6; Vermont, 5; Massachusetts, 7; 
Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 6; New York, 1; North Carolina, 4;= 
Louiriana, 6; Ohio, 9; Tennessee, 7; Illinois, 11; Missouri, 9; Arkansas^ 
4; Florida, 2; Iowa, 4; Wisconsin, 6; California, 3—92. 

For Jamss Buchanan — Maine, 2; New Hampshire, 2; New Jersey > 7; 
t^ennsylvania, 27; Virginia, 15; North Carolina, 6; Georgia, 10; Ala- 
bama, 9; Mississippi, 7; Tennessee, 6; California, 1 — ^91. 

For Leuns Cass — Massachusetts, 1; New York, 11; Maryland 8; Ohio, 
7; Michigan, 6^ — 33. 

jPbr William L. Marcy — Massachusetts, 3.; New York, 23 — ^26. 

For William O. J?wi&r— Maine, 1; New Hampshire, 3; Delaware, 3; 
Ohio, 1 ; Kentucky, 12— 20, 

For Joseph Lane — Indiana, 13. 

thr Samuel Housfon — Massachusetts, 2; Ohio, 6| Texas, 4—12. 

Fbr Daniel S. Z?icM>iw»— Florida, 1. 
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Thirty first Ballot. 

For Stephen A. Douglas — Maine, 5; New Hampshire, I; Vermont, 5; 
Massachusetts, 7; Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 6; New York, Ij 
North Carolina, 4; Mississippi, 7; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 7; Tennessee, 1; 
Illinois, 11; Missouri, 9; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; Iowa, 4; Wiscon* 
sin, 5; California, 3 — 92. 

For James Buchafian-^Mmnej 2; New Hampshire, 1 j New Jersey, 7; 
Pennsylvania, 27; Virginia, 16; North Carolina, 6; Georgia, 10; Ala* 
bama, 9; California, 1 — 83. 

For Lewis Cass — Massachusetts, 1; New York, 11; Delaware, 3; 
Maryland, 8; Ohio, 12; Tennessee, 11 ; Indiana, 13; Michigan, 6 — 65. 

For William L, Marcy — Massachusetts, 3; New York, 23 — 26. 

For William O. Butler — Maine, 1; New Hampshire, 3; Ohio, 1; Ken- 
tucky, 12—17. 

For Samuel Houston — Massachusetts, 2; Ohio, 3; Texas, 4 — 9. 

For Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, 1. 

The Indiana delegation retired for consultation, and on their return 
gave their vote for Lewis Cass. 
Tennessee then changeVi her vote to 11 for Cass. 

Thirty second Ballot, 

For Lewis Cass — Maine, 1; New Hampshire, 5; Massachusetts, 5; 
Connecticut, 3; New York, 11; New Jersey, 7; Delaware, 3; Maryland, 
8; Ohio, 14; Kentucky, 12; Tennessee, 10; Indiana, 13; Michigan, 6— 
98. 

Fhr Stephen A. Douglas — Main^, 5; Vermont, 5; Massachusetts, 3; 
Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 3; New York, I; Mississippi, 7; Louisi* 
ana, 6; Ohio, 6; Tennessee, 2; Illinois, 11; Missouri, 9; Arkansas, 4; 
Florida, 2; Iowa, 4; Wisconsin, 5; California, 3 — 80, 

Fhr James Buchanan— Mmne, 2; Pennsylvania, 27; Virginia, 15 j 
North Carolina, 10; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; California, 1 — 74. 

Fhr William L. Mircy—Massachusetts, 3; New York, 23 — 26. 

For Samuel Houston — Massachusetts, 2; Ohio, 2; Texas, 4 — 8. 

For William O. Btaler — Ohio, 1. 

For Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, 1. 

The Kentucky delegation having retired when the above vote was de- 
clared, returned and gave their vote tor Lewis Cass. 

No choice having been made by the convention, the thirty-third ballot 
was called for. 

The Virginia delegation , upon leave, retired for consultation. 

Mr. Sturgis, of Georgia, moved that the convention adjourn, to meet 
to morrow at 9 o'clock. 

The motion was rejected by a decided vote. 

The convention then proceeded to the thirty-third ballot, which re- 
sulted as follows : 

Thirty-third Ballot. 

For Lewis Ckw— Maine, 2; New Hampshire, 5; Massachusetts, 9; 
Connecticut, 3; New York, 11; New Jersey, 7; Delaware, 3; Maryland, 



8; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 18; Kentucky, 12; Tennessee, 7; Indiana, 13; 
Missouri, 9; Michigan, 6; Iowa, 5i; California, 2 — 123. 
5;| Fhr Jainas Budmnan — Maine, 1; Pennsylvania, 27; Virginia, 15; 

1; North Carolina, 6; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Tennessee, 3; Califor- 
nia 1—72. 

For Stephen A, Douglas — Maine, 6; Vermont, 6; Massachusetts, 1; 
Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 3; New York, 1; North Carolina, 4; Mis- 
sissippi, 7; Ohio, 3; Tennessee, 2; Illinois, 11; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; 
Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 6; California, 1 — 60. 

Fhr William L. Marcy — Massachusetts, 2; New York, 23 — 25. 

Far Samuel Houston — Massachusetts, 1 ; Ohio, 1 ; Texas, 4 — 6. 

For William O. Butler— Ohio, 1. 

For Daniel S, Dickinson — Florida, 1 . 

When the name of Missouri was called, 

Mr. said: Missouri did not come to this delegation pledged 

to any man. She came here for the purpose of electing a good democrat 
to the presidency. She came here instructed to vote for General Cass as 
the first choice of Missouri. She adhered to Cass so long as there was 
any chance of his election. The prospect is now brightening, and Mis- 
souri casts her nine votes for General Cass. 

The Louisiana delegation, which had retired for consultation, came 
into the hall and announced that the vote of the State was six votes for 
General Cass. 

The Virginia delegation, which had retired for the purpose of consulta- 
tion, preparatory to the thirty-third ballot, then i^^turued and gave their 
vote, as before, for Mr. Buchanan4 

On motion, the convention adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 9 
o'clock. 



FIFTH DAY— SATURDAY morning, June 6, 1852. 

The convention met at 9 o'clock. The Rev. J. C. White opened the 
proceeding with prayer. 

On motion of Mr. Pratt, of New York, the reading of the journal was 
dispensed with. 

Mr. Samuel A. Hill, a delegate elect from Missouri, appeared and took 
his seat as a member of this convention. 

The Chair announced the committee appointed to report on a Demo- 
cratic National Committee, and upon the place and mode of calling and 
constituting the next National Convention, as follows: < 

Maine— William C. Allen. Maryland— Jacob B. Davis. 

New Hampshire — C. G. Atherton. Virginia — ^E. P. Scott. 
Vermont — H. E, Stoughton. N. Carolina — Warren Winslow. 

Massachusetts — B. F. Hallett. Georgia — Samuel T. Bayly. 

Rhode Island^Wm. B. Lawrence. Alabama — Edward C. Betts. 
Connecticut — Ephraimll. Hyde, 2d. Mississippi — ^E. B. Forte. 
New York-^Johii P. Beekman. Louisiana — W. G. itendall. 
N€\D Jersey—John W. Mickle. Ohio — Bird B. Chapman. 

. Petmsylvania — ^Adolph. D. Wilson. Kentucky — ^Dunning R. McNair. 
Delaware— Naih. W. Hickman. Tennessee — Wca. ^. G\xsari«:«^^ 
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Indiana — James W. Borden. Florida — Gad Humphreys. 

Illinois — ^John M. Merritt. Te^o^—Jaraes W. Scott. 

Aft^ot^rf— Samuel A. Hill. loiva — George Gillespie. 

Arkatisas — N. B. Burrow. Wisconsin — ^John Delany. 

Michigan — John S. Barry. California — ^Henry Lyon. 

The convention then proceeded to take the thirty-fourth ballot for a 
nomination of a candidate for President — Mr. Irwin, of Alabama, 1st vice 
president, in the chair. 

Thirty-fourth Ballot. 

Fhr Lewis Cass — Maine, 2^ New Hampshire, 5; Massachusetts, 10; 
Connecticut, 3; New York, 12; New Jersey, 7; Delaware, 3; Maryland, 
8; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 18; Kentucky, 12; Tennessee, 9; Indiana, ).3; 
Missouri, 9; Michigan, 6; Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 3; Calitbrnia, 2 — 130.* 

Fhr Stephen A. Douglas — ^Maine, 6; Vermont, 5; Massachusetts, 1; 
Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 3; New York, 1; Mississippi, 7; Ohio, 3; 
Tennessee, 2; Illinois, 11; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; Iowa, 2; Wiscon* 
sin, 2; California, 1 — 53. 

For James Buchanan — Maine, 1; Pennsylvania, 27; Georgia, 10; Ala- 
bama, 9; Tennessee, 1; California, 1 — 49. 

For William L. Mdrcy — Massachusetts, 2; New York, 22; North 
Carolina, 9—33. 

Fw* Daniel S. Dickinson — Virginia, 15; Florida, 1 — 16. 

For Samuel Houston — Ohio, 1 ; Texas, 4 — 5. 

For William O. Butler — Ohio, 1. 

INCIDENTS OP THE THIRTY-FOURTH BALLOT. 

Before the result of the ballot was announced, Maryland, the eleventh 
State in the order upon the roll, having been called, 

Mr. Jervib Spencer, of that State, rose and said : It is the desire of 
Maryland, las I am sure it is the wish of the convention and of the 
counry, that we should bring the deliberations of this convention to a 
result to-day. The eyes of this nation are anxiously upon us. The 
public pulse is feverish. We were told yesterday that the chairman 
of the Committee oii Resolutions was ready to present the platform. 
We want a leader to stand upon that platform, and unfurl the banner' 
inscribed with our principles. Where is the democratic principle of com- 
promise? If gentlemen hold with such tenacity to their candidates, when 
shall we have a result? Maryland has stood here to vindicate General 
Cass, but she has shown a spirit of compromise, and she has afforded 
every candidate a chance. With the same spirit elsewhere, in twenty- 
five minutes they can make a nomination which will be honorable to 
the convention and to the democratic party. He then announced tlie vote 
of. Maryland for Lewis Cass. 

Virginia, the next State to Maryland on the roll, being called, had re- 
tired on leave to consult, and on returning to their seats the delegation, 
by their chairman, [Mr. Barbour,] announced that Virginia casts her fifteen 
votes for Daniel S. Dickinson, of New York. 

Mr. Dickinson, a member of the delegation from New York, arose, 
and leave being granted; addressed the convention as folio ws^ declining 
the nomination: 
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Mr. D. said: I came not here to speak ; but I should be much more or 
much less than human if I could sit here under these circumstances and 
be silent^ or if I could rise to address the convention on this occasion 
without the very deepest emotion. I came not here for myself. I came 
as the servant of others, clothed with a high responsibility, which it is my 
highest duty to discharge. I came here not with instructions, but with a 
spontaneous feeling of expectation, stronger and deeper than instructions, 
that I would vote for, and use every honorable exertion to procure, the 
nomination for President of the United States of Lewis Cass, of Michigan. 

[Mr. D. was here interrupted by the applause following this declara- 
tion, and by numerous bouquets thrown from the ladies' gallery towards 
the speaker.] 

Sir, my life has been one of trial and vicissitude. I have been clothed 
with the highest honors that the sovereignty of my State can confer. I have 
seen the time when I have been covered with scoffs and reviling. But, amid 
all the varying scenes of my life, I have never felt myself in a position of 
trial like this. Biit shall I hesitate? Shall I doubt? Shall I waver? 
No, Mr. President. My duty is plain and clear. Jflever has mortal man, 
in my opinion, had the honors proffered him that I have had. From the 
time when I took my seat in this convention, against my own express 
request, men who never knew me, except by reputation, and who never 
saw me, unless they saw me here — men fix)m a far-distant State — ^have 
cast a single vote for me, like the widow's mite into the treasury. Sir, 
I feel proud of that vote. I shall cherish it with my latest breath, as a 
rose-bud in the wreath of political degtiny. But, sir, also against my 
express request, what do we see now? The land of Presidents, the 
ancient Dominion, has come here and laid down her highest honors 
at my feet. Sir, Virginia is the land of chivalry, the land of gen- 
erosity, the land of high and noble impulses, the land that of all others 
would be the most willing to rescue me from anything that could stain 
me with the least imputation. Virginia would not ask me to take the 
nomination under such circumstances. As a compliment of the highest 
character, I shall cherish it to my latest breath. As a compliment un- 
sought, andl)rought to me against my own wishes, it is the more valued. 
But when they see that I cannot accept a nomination here without incur- 
ring the imputation of unfaithfully executing the trust which my con- 
stituents have confided in me — ^without doing violence to my sense of 
propriety — without turning my back upon my old and honored friend, 
who expects me to stand forth for him here, as I do stand forth-H^an they 
expect me to accept it?- Let me say to my southern friends whom I ba^e 
met here, that I go home a wiser, if not a better man. I have met them 
here, and it has given me an assurance, an abiding fiiith, that 

" Truth crashed to earth, will rise tigtin.'^ 

Hay I not invoke my southern friends, when they see I cannot accept 
the nomination, that they will not ask me to do it? May I not invoke 
the Old Dominion, by all the history of the past, by the rich firuition of 
the present, by the great and abundant promises of the future, to come 
and stay up my hands, and to go with me for the nomination of Lewis 
Cass ? They have said he was unacceptable to Uiem. Range the coun- 
try over, can you find a single individual that is acceptable to us all ? 
V^here can you find a man^ in the whole list of <aadvd^v^%>\>:!^\^^\!^'^ 

4 
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criticism cannot be passed ? Every one can say something in regard to 
each candidate that will show him to be unacceptable. But I may say 
to them — 

" Go, wiser thou, and in thy scale of sense 
Wel^h thy opinion against Providence ; 
Call imperfection that thou fanciest such : 
Say, hare he gives too little, there too much.'' 

Mr. President, may it be a long time before we all come here in favor of 
one naan. With so many stars in the galaxy of great men, we shall 
always be divided. But let ns compromise and have concession. 1 ten- 
der my most sincere thanks to the convention. I tender my choicest 
offering to the Old Dominion of Virginia, to my other southern friends, 
and to every State in the Union^ for the good temper which has prevailed 
during this convention. I ask them not to ask me to depart from the 
line of my integrity here, in the circumstances in which I am placed. 
Help me to perform my duty. My spirit is willing, and my flesh is not 
weak. I will not swerve from it. The highest temptation that can be 
offered me will not induce me to do it. Will you forgive me, fellow-citi- 
zens, for having detained you on account of the position in which I am 
placed. 

Mr. Shelton F. Leake, of Virginia, said, that fifty years ago it had 
been well said, by Nathaniel Macon, that the presidency was neither to 
be sought nor declined; and the very fact that the gentleman from New 
York did not intrigue for the presidency, and had not forced himself upon 
them, was the highest argument in his favor. 

The result of the thirty- fourth ballot was then announced to be: For 
Cass, 130; Douglas, 63; Buchanan, 49; Marcy, 33; Dickinson, 16j 
Houston, 6; Butler,!. 

The convention then proceeded to the 

THIRTY-FIFTH BALLOT, AND ITS INCIDENTS. 

When the State of Rhode Island was called, 

Mr. Sayles, of that State, said that it might well be expected, from 
what he stated yesterday, that, in changing her vote to-day, Rhode Island 
would cast her four votes for her first choice, General Lewis Cass, of 
Michigan. 

When the State of Mississippi was called, 

Mr. Jacob Thompson, of that State, said : Mississippi came here with an 
anxious desire to harmonize the democracy of the whole country. She 
came here with an anxious desire to take some distinguished northern 
statesman, and make him the Chief Magistrate of this Union. We now 
desire on this occasion — and our whole course has been dictated but by 
that one object^ to get some acceptable man who can bear our standard 
in triumph through the coming election. In this spirit we have gone for 
James Buchanan, of Pennsylvania; but our northern friends have not 
come to us. We do not expect to give a barren vote. We expect to bear 
the man we vote for into the White House at Washington. And, sir, we 
have given our vote for another distinguished man of the North. Now, 
sir, we come again to make a peace-offering. It is for a distinguished 
statesman — noble in all his acts, distinguished as an executive officer above 
any other man belonging to the democratic party — a man whom we can 
bear through in triumph. Mississippi casts her seven votes for William 
L. Marcyj of New York. 
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The State of Georgia being called, 

Mr. Morton^ of that State^ announced its vote as ten for Stephen A. 
Douglas. 

Mr. Jackson, on behalf of the Union democracy of Georgia, protested 
against the vote as not expressing the voice of the people who sent that 
portion of the delegation here. 

Mr. Morton said that he was a Union democrat of Georgia, and the 
vote given expressed the opinion of a large portion of that State. 

Mr. Jackson said that the gentleman was on both delegations — ^the 
Union aiid the State-rights. 

[The vole of Georgia was then recorded as announced.] 

The State of Virginia being called, (the delegation of that State having 
retired for consultadon,) came into the hall; and 

Judge Barbour stated that he had been instructed by his delegation tO 
cast the fifteen votes of Virginia for Franklin Pierce, of New Hampshire. 

This was the first vote of a State cast for General Pierce. 

The result of the thiity-fiflh ballot was then announced, as follows: 

Tlivrty-fifth Ballot. 

V 

fbr Lewis Cass — Maine, 2; New Hampshire, 6; Massachusetts, 7; 
Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 3; New York, 12; New Jersey, 7; Dela- 
ware,3; Maryland, 8; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 18; Kentucky, 12; Tennessee, 
9; Indiana, 13; Missouri, 9; Michigan, 6j Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 3; Cali- 
fornia, 2 — 131. 

For Stephen A. Douglas — ^Maine, 5; Vermont, 6; Massachusetts, 1; 
Connecticut, 3; New York, 1; Georgia, 10; Ohio, 3; Tennessee, 2; Illi- 
nois, 11; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 2; California 
1—52. 

For WUliam L. Marcy — Massachusetts, 5; New York, 22; North Car- 
olina, 10; Mississippi, 7 — 44. 

F\)r James Buchanan — Maine, 1; Pennsylvania, 27; Alabama, 9; Ten- 
nessee, 1 ; California, 1 — 39. 

For Franklin Pierce — Virginia, 16. 
. For Samuel S. Houston — Ohio, 1; Texas, 4 — 5. 

For WUliam O. Butler— Ohio, 1. 

For Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, 1. 

The convention then proceeded to the thirty-sixth ballot, as follows: 

Thirty-sixth Ballot. 

For Lewis Cass — ^Massachusetts, 6; Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 3; 
New York, 12; New Jersey, 7; Delaware, 3; Maryland, 8; Louisiana, 6; 
Ohio, 18; Kentucky, 12; Tennessee, 8; Indiana, 13; Missouri, 9; Michi- 
gaUy 6; Iowa, 2; W'isconsin, 3; California, 2—122. 

For William L. Marcy — Massachusetts, 6; Connecticut, 3; New York, 

>22fT?ortlj Carolina, 10^ Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; Tennessee, 1 — 68. 

/ For Stephen A. Douglas — Vermont, 5; Massachusetts, 1; New York, 

1; Georgia, 10; Ohio, 3; Tennessee, 1; Illinois, 11; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 

2, Iowa, 2; Wiscx)nsin, 2; California, 1 — 43. 

For Franklin Pierce— Maine, 8; New Hampshire, 6; Virginia, 16; 
Tennessee, 2 — 30. 

For Jawks Buchanan — ^Pennsylvania, 8T-, CS^V&mv^^—-^^* 
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For Samuel Houston — Ohio, 1 5 Texas, 4 — 5. 
Fbr WiUiam O. Butler— Ohio y 1. 
For Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, 1. 

When the State of Maine was called, the chairman of that delegation 
(Mr. Parris) rose ai)d said, that the desire of Maine was the union and 
harmony of the democratic party; and, in the hope of consummating this 
desire, Maine cast her vote for that distinguished statesman and brave 
soldier. General Franklin Pierce, of New Hampshire. [Great applause.] 

When Alabama was called. 

The chairman of the delegation from that State said, that in eonse* 
quence of the vote of Mississippi, he had been instructed to give the nine 
electoral votes of Alabama also for William L. Marcy. 

The convention then proceeded to the thirty-seventh ballot, which re- 
sulted as follows: 

Thirty-seventh Ballot. ' 

For Lewis Cass — ^Massachusetts, 5; Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 3; 
New York, 10; New Jersey, 7; Delaware, 3; Maryland, 8; Louisiana, 6; 
Ohio, 18; Kentucky, 12; Tennessee, 9; Indiana, 13; Missouri, 9; Michi-^ 
gan, 6; Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 3; California, 2 — 120. 

Fbr William L. Marcy — Massachusetts, 6; Connecticut, 3; New York, 
24; North Carolina, 10; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; Ten- 
nessee, I — 70. 

For Stephen A. Douglas — ^Vermont, 6; Massachusetts, 1; New York, 
1; Ohio, 3; Tennessee, 2; Illinois, 11; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; Iowa, 
2; Wisconsin, 2; California, 1 — 34. 

For Franklin Pierce — Maine, 8; New Hampshire, 6; Massachusetts, 1: 
Virginia, 16—29. 

Pbr Jamjes Buchanan — Pennsylvania, 27; California, 1 — 28, 

For Samuel Houston — Ohio, 1; Texas, 4 — 6. 

For William O, Butler — Ohio, 1. 

fhr Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, 1. 

In this ballot Georgia cast her vote for William L. Marcy. 

The convention then proceeded to the thirty-eighth ballot, which ro* 

suited as follows: 

, - ■■ ■ ' ■• 

Thirty-eighth Ballot. 

For Lewis Oass — Massachusetts, 1; Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 1; 
New York, 10; Delaware,-3; Maryland, 8; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 18; Ken- 
tucky, 12; Tennessee, 9; Indiana, 13; Missouri, 9; Michigan, 6; Iowa, 
2; Wisconsin, 3; California, 2 — 107. 

Far William L. Marcy — Massachusetts, 10; Connecticut, 6; New 
York, 24; New Jersey, 7; North Carolina, 10; Georgia, IO5 Alabama, ft} 
Mississippi, 7; Tennessee, 2 — 84. 

For Stephen A. Douglas — Vermont, 6; Massachusetts; 1; New Yolic^ 
1; Ohio, 3; Tennessee, 1; Illinois, 11; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2} Iowa, 
2; Wisconsin, 2; California, 1 — 33. 

Far Franklin Pierce — Maine, 8; New Hampshire, 5; MassachfUi^ttSi 
1; Virginia, 16-^29. 

For Jam£s J5i/c/iana/i— Pennsylvania, 27; California, 1 — ^28. 

Ftr Samuel Houston — Ohio^ 1 ; Texas, 4 — 6. 
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Fhr Wmiam O. Butler— Ohio, 1. 
jfhr Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida^ 1. 

The convention then proceeded to the thirty-ninth ballot, which re 
suited as follows: 

Thtrty-ninth Ballot. 

Fhr Lewis Oass — ^Rhode Island, 4; New York, 10; Delaware; 3; Mary- 
land, 8; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 18; Kentucky, 12; Tennessee, 9; Indiana, 
13; Missouri, 9; Michigan, 6; Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 3; Oalifornia, 3—106. 

fbr William L. iHarcy— Massachusetts, 11; Connecticut, 6; New 
York, 24; New Jersey, 7; North Carolina, 10; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9;, 
Mississippi, 7; Tennessee, 1 — 85. 

Par Stephen A. Douglas— Vermonty 5; Massachusetts, 1; New York, 
1; Ohio, 3; Tennessee, 2; Illinois, 11; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; Iowa^2; 
Wisconsin, 2 — 33. 

Fbr Franklin Pfcrce— Maine, 8; New Hampshire, 6; Massachusetts, 1; 
Virginia, 16 — 29. 

Fbr James Buchanan — Pennsylvania, 27; California, 1 — 28. 

Fbr l^muel Houston — Ohio, 1; Texas, 4—5. 

Fbr William O. -Bt^fcr— Ohio, 1. 

Fbr Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, 1. 

On this ballot Connecticut gave her whole vote for William L. Maircy. 
The convention then proceeded to the fortieth ballot, which resulted as 
follows: 

Fbrtietfi Ballot. 

Fbr Lewis Cass — ^Rhode Island, 4; New York, 10; Delaware, 3; Mary- 
land, 8; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 18; Kentucky, 12; Tennessee, 9; Indiana, 
13; Missouri, 9; Michigan, 6; Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 3; Oalifornia, 4 — 107. 

Fbr William L. Marcy — Massachusetts, 11 ; Connecticut, 6; New York, 
5i4; New Jersey. 7; North Carolina, 10; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mis-, 
fissippi, 7; Tennessee, 1 — 85. 

Fbr Stephen A, Douglas — ^Vermont, 6; Massachusetts, 1; New York,. 
1; Ohio, 3; Tennessee, 2; Illinois, 11; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; Iowa, 2; 
Wisconsin, 2 — 33. 

Fbr Franklin Pierce — Maine, 8; New Hampshire, 6; Massachusetts, I; 
Virginia, 15— 29. 

Fbr James Buchanan — Pennsylvania, 27. 

Fur Samuel Houston — Ohio, 1; Texas, 4 — 6. 

Pur WiUiam O. Butler— Ohio, 1. 
• Fbr Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, 1. 

The convention then proceeded to the forty-first ballot, which resulted 
a« follows: 

Forty-first BaUot. 

Fbr Lewis Cass — ^Rhode Island, 4; New YorlT, 10; Delaware, 3; Mary- 
land, 8; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 18; Kentucky, 12; Tennessee, 9; Indiana, 
13; Missouri, 9; Michigan, 6; Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 3; CaHfornia, 4 — 107. 

For William L, Marcy — Massachusetts, 11 ; Connecticut, 6; New York, 
24; New Jersey, 7; North Carolina, 10, Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mis- 
sissippi, 7; Tennessee, 1 — 85. 
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Fhr Stephen A. Douglas — Vermont, 6; Massachusetts, 1; New Y<>fk, 
1 ; Ohio, 3; Tennessee, 2; Illinois, 11; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; Iowa, 2; 
Wisconsin, 2 — 33. 

Fhr Franklin Pierce — ^Maine, 85 New Hampshire, 5,* Massachusetts, 1 ; 
Virginia, 16—29. 

jPbr James Buchanan — Pennsylvania, 27. 

For Samuel Houston — Ohio, 1 ; Texas, 4 — 5. 

For William O. Butler— Ohio, 1 . 

For Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, 1 . 

The convention then proceeded to Xhp forty-second ballot, which re- 
sulted as follows: 

Forty-second Ballot* 

Fhr Lewis Cass — Rhode Island, 2; New York, 10; Delaware, 3; Mary- 
land, 8; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 18; Kentucky, 12; Tennessee, 6; Indiana, 
13; Missouri, 9; Michigan, 6; Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 3; California, 4 — lOl, 

Fhr William L, Mircy— Massachusetts, 11; Rhode Island, 2; Connec- 
ticut, 6; New York, 24; New Jersey, 7; North Carolina, 10; Georgia^ 
10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; Tennessee, 6—91. 

Fhr Stephen A, IJot/g-fa*— Vermont, 5; Massachusetts, 1; New York, 1; 
Ohio, 3; Tennessee, 2; Illinois, 11; Arkansas, 4 j Florida, 2} Iowa, 2; 
Wisconsin, 2 — 33. 

Fhr FVanklin Pierce — ^Maine, 8; New Hampshire, 5; Massachusetts, 1; 
Virginia, 16-29. 

For James Buchanan — Pennsylvania, 27, 

Fhr Samuel Houston — Ohio, l; Texas, 4 — 6, 

Fhr William O. Butler — Ohio, 1. 

For Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, 1. 

While this vote was pending, the New York delegation, by permission, 
retired for consultation. 

The convention then proceeded to the forty-third ballot, which resulted 
as follows: 

Forty-third Ballot. 

For Lewis Gw*— Rhode Island, 2; New York, 10; Delaware, 3; Mary- 
land, 8; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 18; Kentucky, 12; Tennessee, 6; Indiana, 
13; Missouri, 9; Michigan, 6; Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 3; California, 4—101. 

JFbr Wtlliam L. Marcy — Massachusetts, 11; Rhode Island, 2; Con- 
necticut, 6; New York, 24; New Jersey, 7; North Carolina, 10; Georgia, 
10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; Tennessee, 6 — 91. 

Fhr Stephen A. Douglas — ^Vermont, 6; Massachusetts, 1; New York, 
1; Ohio, 3; Tennessee, 2; Illinois, 11; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; Iowa, 
2; Wisconsin, 2—33. 

Fhr Franklin Pierce — ^Maine, 8; New Hampshire, 5; Massachusetts, 
1; Virginia, 16—29. 

Fhr James Buchanan — Pennsylvania, 27. 

Fhr Samuel Houston — Ohio, 1; Texas, 4 — 6. 

For William O. Butler-— Ohio , 1. 

Fhr Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, 1. 
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The convention then proceeded to the forty-fourth ballot, which re- 
sulted as follows: 

Forty-fourth Ballot. 

Fhr Lewis Cass — Rhode Island, 2; New York, 10; Delaware, 3; Maty- 
land, 8; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 18; Kentucky, 12; Tennessee, 6; Indiana, 
13; Missouri, 9; Michigan, 6; Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 3; California, 4 — 101. 

For William L. Mcarcy — Massachusetts, 11; Rhode Island, 2; Con- 
necticut, 6; New York, 24; New Jersey, 7; North Carolina, 10; Georgia, 
10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; Tennessee, 6 — 91. 

For Stephen A. Douglas — Vermont, 5; Massachusetts, 1; New York, 
1; Ohio, 3; Tennessee, 2; Illinois, 11; Arkansas, 4j Florida, 2; Iowa, 
2,- Wisconsin, 2— 33. ^ 

F^r Franklin Pierce — Maine, 8; New Hampshire, 6; Massachusetts, 
1; Virginia, 16—29. 

For James Buclvanan — Pennsylvania, 27. 
F^r Samuel Htmston — Ohio, 1; Texas, 4^ — 5. 

For William O. Butler — Ohio, 1. 

For Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, 1. 

The convention then proceeded to the forty-fifth ballot, which resulted 
as follows: 

FoHy-fifth BaUot. 

Fhr William L. Afarcy— Massachusetts, 11; Rhode Island, 2; Con- 
necticut, 6; New York, 24; New Jersey, 7; North Carolina, 10; Georgia, 
10, Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; Tennessee, 11 — 97. 

For Lewis Cass — Rhoae Island, 2; New York, 10; Delaware, 3; Mary- 
land, 8; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 18; Kentucky, 12; Indiana, 13; Missouri, 
9; Michigan, 6; Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 3; California, 4 — 96. 

Fur Stephen A. Douglas — Vermont, 5; Massachusetts, 1; New York, 
I; Ohio, 3; Tennessee, 1; Illinois, 11; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; Iowa, 
2; Wisconsin, 2—32. 

For Franklin Pierce — ^Maine, 8; New Hampshire, 5; Massachusetts, 
l\ Virginia, 15 — 29. 

For James Buchanan — ^Pennsylvania, 27. 

Far Samuel Houston — Ohio, 1 ; Texas, 4 — 5. 

For William O. JBu^fcr— Ohio, 1. 

-Fbr Daniel S. Dickinson — ^Florida, 1. 

A motion was here made to adjourn till 4 o'clock p. m., which was lost. 

The convention then proceeded to take the forty^sixth ballot, which re« 
suited as follows: 

Fbrty-dxth Ballot. 

Fhr William L. Afarcy— Massachusetts, 11; Rhode Island, 2; Con- 
necticut, 6; New York, 25; New Jersey, 7; Delaware, 1; North Caro- 
lina, 10; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; Tennessee, 10 — 98. 

For Leims Cass — Rhode Island, 2; New York, 9; Delaware, 3; Mary- 
land, 3; Louisiana, *6; Ohio, 18; Indiana, 13; Missouri, 9; Michigan, 6; 
Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 3; California, 4 — 78. 

For Franklin Pierce — ^Maine, 8; New Hampshire, 5; Massachusetts, 
1; Maryland, 3; Virginia, 15; Eentuckyi 12—44. 
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1; Ohio, 3; Tennessee, I ; Illinois, 11; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; lowa^ 
2; Wisconsin, 2—32. 

For James Buc/uman — Pennsylvania, 27; Maryland, 1 — ^2S. 

For Samuel Ehustonv — Ohio, 1 ; Texas, 4-^5. 

For WiUiam O. jBw/for— Ohio, 1. 

For Daniel S. Dickinson — ^Florida, !• 

For WMiamR. King — ^Tennessee, 1. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. Merriwether, on the part of the Kentucky delegation, asked and 
obtained leave for the delegation to retire. 

After a few mome|lts the delegation returned and gave the vote of Ken-^ 
tucky for Franklin Pierce, of New Hampshire. 

The convention then proceeded to take the forty-seventh ballot, which 
resulted as follows: 

Forty-seventh Ballot. 

For WiUiam L. ilforcy— Massachusetts, 8; Rhode Island, 2; Connee- 
ticut, 6 ; New York, 24 ; New Jersey, 7 ; Maryland, 1 ; North Carolina, 
lO; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; Tennessee, 11 — 95. 

For Lewis Cass — Rhode Island, 2; New York, 10; Delaware, 3; 
Maryland, 1; Louisiana, 6 ; Ohi6, 16; Indiana, 13; Missouri, 9; Michi- 
gan, 6; Iowa, 2; Wisconsin, 3; California, 4-— 75 

For Franklin Pierce — ^Maine, 8; New, Hampshire, 5; Massachusetts, 
4; Maryland, 5; Virginia, 15; Kentucky, 12 — 49. 

For Stephen A. Douglas — Vermont, 5; Massachusetts, 1; New York, 
1; Ohio, 4; Tennessee, 1; Illinois, 11; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; lowa^ 
2; Wisconsin, 2 — 33. 

For James Buchanan — Pennsylvania, 27; Maryland^ I — 28. 

For Samuel Houston — Ohio, 1; Texas, 4 — 5. 

For Linn -Boyrf— Ohio, 1. 

For William O. Butler— Ohio, 1. 

JFlr Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, L 

General Wilson, of Ohio, moved an adjournment till 4 o'clock this 
evening, saying that he did so because it was evident that the delegations 
wished to consult together. 

New York claimed a vote by States on the adjournment. 

The question was then taken by States on the adjournment; but be- 
fore the roll was concluded, the affirmative gave up the question, and tlie 
adjournment was negatived. 

'^Phe convention then proceeded to take the forty-eighth ballot, which re- 
sulted as follows: 

Firty-eighth BaUei. 

For William L. Marcy — ^Massachusetts, 6; Connecticut, 6; New York^ 
24; New Jersey, 7; Maryland, 1; North Carolina, 10; Georgia, 10; Ala- 
bama, 9; Mississippi, 7; Tennessee, 9 — 89. 

For Lewis Oow^-^New York, 10; Delaware, 3; Maryland, 1; Louis- 
iana, 6; Ohio, 15; Indiana, 13; Missouri, 9; Michigan, 6; Iowa, 2; Wis- 
consin, 3; California, 4 — 72. 

For Franklin Pierce — Maine, 8; New Hampshire, 5; Massachusetts, 6; 
Rhode hlaad, 4; Maryland, 5; Yirginia, 15; Kenlacky^ 12 — 5&. 
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Stephen A. Douglas — ^Vermont, 5; Massachusetts, 1; New York, 1; 
Ohio, 4; Tennessee, 1; Illinois, 11^ Arkansas, 4; Florida, 2; Iowa, 2; 
Wisconsin, 2 — 33. 

Fhr James Buchanan — Pennsylvania, 27; Maryland, 1—28. 

Per Samuel Hou^on — Ohio, I5 Tennessee, I5 Texas, 4 — 6. 

For Linn Boyd — Ohio, 2. 

Fhr William O. Butler— OhiOy 1. 

For R. J. In&ersoll — Tennessee, 1. 

For Daniel S. Dickinson — Florida, 1. 

INCIDENTS OP THE FORTY-NINTH BALLOT. 

The States being severally called in their order by the acting secretary, 
B. B. French, answered as follows: 

Maine — For Pierce, 8. 

New Hampshire — For Pierce, 6. 

Vermont— For Douglas, 5. 

Massachusetts being called, at first stated the vote as, for Gen. Pierce 
7, Marcy 6, and Douglas 1; but before the chairman (Col. Greene) had 
t^ken his seat, the vote was made unanimous, and he announced that 
Massachusetts casts her 13 votes for Franklin Pierce, of New Hampshire. 

Rhode Island gdive her vote as before — for Gen. Pierce, 4. 

Connecticut changed her six votes from Marcy to Pierce. 

New York — For Cass, 10; Douglas, 1 ; Marcy, 24. 

New Jersey — Marcy, 7. 

Pennsylvania — For Buchanan, 27. 

Delaware — For Cass, 3. 

Maryland — For Cass, 1; Buchanan, 1; Marcy, 1; Pierce, 5. 

Virginia — For Pierce, 16. 

When the Slate of North Carolina was called, 

Mr. Dobbin, of North Carolina, said: Mr. President, pardon me for 
obtruding one word before North Carolina now casts her vote. We came 
to pander to no factious artifices here; to enlist under no man's banner at 
the hazard of principles; to embark in no crusade to prostrate any aspirant 
for the sake of sectional or personal triumph. We came to select one in 
the array of noble spirits in our ranks to be our great leader and cham^ 
pion in the glorious struggle for the great principles of democracy. Again 
and again have we tendered the banner to the North. Save our happy 
Union, guard well the rights of the States, say we, and you can have the 
honor of the standard-bearer. Zealously and sincerely have we pre« 
sen ted the name of Buchanan, that noble son of the Old Keystone, around 
whom the warmest affections of our hearts have so long clustered. We 
have turned to New York, and sought to honor one of her distinguished 
ions, whose splendid administrative powers have just been so fiiithfully 
eulogized by my friend from. Mississippi. We now feel that in the midst 
of discord and distraction, the olive-branch, if tendered once more, can-^ 
not be neglected. We feel that the liour now has come when the spirit 
of strife must be banished, and have to reign in her place the mild and 
gentler and holier spirit of a liberal patriotism.' Come, Mr. President, let 
us to the ^Itar, and make our sacrifices for our country. We now propose, 
with other friends, the name of one who was in the field just long enough 
to prove himself a gallant soldier; who was in the councils just long 
taough to demonstrate that he is the alale^YnasKi ot ^^ ^rim^ mv^db ^^s^ 



honesl heart; who has exhibited to his countrymen, in his career of legis* 
lation, that he knew the rights of the Simth as well as the North, the 
East, and the West; whose sterling principles of democracy are strong, 
solid, and enduring, like the granite hills of his own New Hampshire 
home — General Franklin Pierce. Come, Mr. President, let us strike 
now — now — for harmony and conciliation, and save our principles and 
our country. [Cheers.] 

When Georgia was called, 

Mr. Solomon Cohen said: Georgia, sir, prompted by the same feeling 
which has animated all her sisters of the South, looking to the pure de- 
mocracy of the North for the bannered leader of our parly, has rallied 
around every son of the North with the warmest affection, and with the 
sincerest desire t6 centre upon them as they have been presented to us, 
and she now sends unanimous greeting to the Granite State of the North. 
[Great cheering.] She sends her entire and unanimous voice there, and 
she trusts with confidence that it will reverberate from those hills, which 
are firm as the eternal bills themselves,, tlie glad tidings of unanimity 
throughout the length and breadth of our common country. She unani- 
mously gives her ten votes for Franklin Pierce, of New Hampshire. 
[Enthusiastic applause.] 

When Mississippi was called, 

Mr. W. Barksdale said: After full consultation and the maturest de- 
liberation, the Mississippi delegation have determined that it is their duty 
to their constituents, and to the great cause of democracy, to cast their 
votes for that noble and gallant son of New England, General Franklin 
Pierce, of New Hampshire. [Great cheering.] 

When Tennessee was called, 

Col. W. H. Polk said: Mr. President, Tennessee, sympathizing with 
Mississippi, Georgia, North Carolina, and her other sister States of the 
South, for the purpose of uniting this convention and securing a nomina- 
tion, has authorized me to cast her twelve votes for Franklin Pierce. 

The enthusiasm here became intense, and the continuous cheering 
rendered it almost impossible to hear what was said. Whilst the excite- 
ment was at its height, 

Mr. Grover, of New York, took the floor, and said: New York has 
voted upon this ballot; but feeling a spirit of kindness towards our southern 
friends for the gallant fight they have made for us, we ask leave, before 
the result of the ballot is announced, to withdraw from the convention 
for consultation. 

The delegation then withdrew, amidst deafening and protracted cheers. 

The Pennsylvania delegation next retired, and were almost immedi-' 
ately followed by the delegation from Indiana. 

Mr. Phillips, of Alabama, next rose and said: Alabama, ever faithful^ 
feeling that her interests and her destiny are identical with those of the 
great republican party, and that her heart is beating in unison with those 
of her sister States at the peace and harmony which pervades our body, 
withdraws her vote, and casts it for New Hampshire's gallant son. [Tre- 
mendous applause.] 

The Illinois delegation here withdrew for consultation. 

Vermont and New Jersey then changed their votes, and cast them fur 
Pierce, amidst a perfect hurricane of applause. 

When Arkansas was called, 
Mr. Burrow^ of Arkansas, said: Arkansas has manifested her prefer- 



ences by forty-nine successive ballots. Allow me to remark that ray 
State is devoted to democracy in its purity — believing that a stage of pro- 
ceedings has been reached at which much good may be accomplished by 
at^hange of her vote. She is rejoiced now in this change to cast her vote 
still for one who enjoys her confidence and affection — one whose devo- 
tion to democracy is as fixed as his native hills. The flowery plains of 
the far distant South smile with sweet satisfaction upon the granite moun- 
tains of the North. Arkansas extends her hand and heart, with hope of 
success, to a hero worthy ot her devotion, and casts her vote for General 
Franklin Pierce; and whatever boasts may be made elsewhere, will give 
him a larger majority^ in proportion to her population, than any State in 
the Union. 

Mr. J. D. Bright, of Indiana, obtained the floor, and said: From the 
first to the thirty-first balloting the delegation from the State of Indiana 
have cast their united vote, under the instructions of their State conven- 
tion, for one of her own favorite sons, General Joseph Lane. They have 
done so in good faith, believing that General Lane possessed all those 
elements of character necessary to make a succeasful candidate and a safe 
iPresident, and well knowing that he would ever prove a true and feithful 
exponent of democratic principles. Had General Lane been as well 
known to the members of this convention generally as he is to the dele- 
gation who have so repeatedly given him their united vote, the result of 
that protracted struggle might have been difierent. Yesterday, at a late 
hour of the day, despairing of success, and feeling that we had done 
ample justice to our candidate and to the constituency we represented, the 
vote of Indiana was cast for General Lewis Cass — [applause] — the man, 
above all others, who, in my humble judgment, is more deeply anchored 
in the hearts of the iron-bound democracy of this country than any other 
now living. [Tremendous applause.] The delegation for which I speak 
yield up the claims of that distinguished man, sweating drops of blood, 
and with groans loud, deep, and long, if I may be allowed that expres- 
sion. [Continued applause.] 

They believe that the country owe General Cass more than any living 

man now in the democratic party; and I cannot change the vote of Indi- 

. ana, as impatient as the convention must be to bring its deliberations to a 

close, without first paying a tribute to merit — to sterling merit — so richly 

deserved. ['* Go on, go on."j 

When the black flag of fanaticism was raised in the North, and the cry 
went forth to strike down every public man of the free States who did 
not join in the war-cry upon the constitution and the rights of the States, 
General Lewis Cass stood forth a pillar of fire and light to guide, lead, 
and encourage the more timid and doubting. [Immense cheers.] His 
eloquence, his reasoning, his patriotism, his determined spirit, as ex- 

fressed to the legislative body that honored him with the seat in the 
Jnited States Senate which he now occupies, caused that body to reverse 
its odious proviso instructions — an example that was followed by other 
States; and thus was this tide of fanaticism, which but a short time before 
threatened to inundate and destroy our country, turned back, and here 
to-day, instead of anarchy and civil discord, we have peace and union; 
and the stars and stripes that are now floating over the President's seat 
are recognised all over the world as the colors of the only true, great, 
united, happy, and free nation on earth. [Ap5la\ise.\ li»A.^>^<swk Xsi^^s^ 



no Lewis Cass in the Senate to bid the troubled waters '^be still," our 
condition as a nation might, and in all probability would, have been dif- 
ferent. I turn, however, from this fruitful topic with the single remark^ 
that " Republics are ungrateful," 

A period has been reached in the deliberations of this convention which 
calls tor a surrender of preferences, and none can make that surrender 
with a better grace, to promote the harmony of the democratic party and 
the success of her principles, than the democracy for which I am deputed 
to speak on this occasion. We have no objection to General Franklin: 
Pierce, the distinguished son of that distinguished democratic State, New 
Hampshire; on the contrary, we can support him warmly> cordially, with 
all our hearts. General Pierce has been often weighed in the political 
balance, and never found wanting. His record while in the councils of 
the nation squared with the Jejfersonian standard* He was the compeer 
in arms of our favorite son, General Lane; both were alike distinguished 
for courage, patriotism, and devotion to country. In conclusion, I have 
only to say, that from high public considerations, and for the purpose and 
with the hope of again uniting the lion-hearted democracy of this coun- 
try, Indiana casts her mite — 13 votes — nowy as she will in November 
next, as sure as the sun will rise and set on that day, for General Frank* 
lin Pierce. [Tremendous cheering.] 

Mr. Seymour, of New York, then said: May I be permitted, on behalf 
of a portion of the delegation from the State of New York, who have here- 
tofore in no degree occupied the attention of this convention, to make a 
few remarks, and submit a nomination on behalf of more than twenty of 
the delegates representing the State on this floor? [Cries of *^ leave! 
leave!" and cheers.] We have heretofore, during the balloting to deter* 
mine who should be presented to the people of this country as a candir 
date for the presidency, voted for a distinguished citizen of our own 
State, and we thank those from the other and remote States, who have just 
given him so flattering an evidence of their appreciation of his character 
and worth. I now wish to withdraw the name of William L. Marcy fronic 
the canvass, for the purpse of presenting that of Franklin Pierce, of New 
Hampshire. [Tremendous applause.] 

That portion of the New York delegation who have heretofore concurred 
with me in the selection of a candidate are most anxious to bring the labor 
of this convention to a satisfactory conclusion. We have endeavored, 
from the beginning of the session of this convention, to promote the har- 
mony of its priKjeedings. I feel proud to stand here as one of the repre^ 
sentatives of the united democratic party of the great State of New York. 
I am proud of the services which the democracy of our State have here- 
tofore rendered to our country in some of the most trying emergencies in 
its history. It is true, unfortunate dissensions have recently divided and 
defeated us. But it afibrds me heartfelt pride to say to the delegates 
assembled here from every section of our country, that the democratic 
party of New York is again united, and that it has been able to rescue 
our State from the dominati6n of the whigs. I feel that 1 have a right 
to assure our friends in other States that New York will triumphantly 
sustain the nominees of this convention, whoever they may be, and that 
she will respond to any demands that may be made upon her by the de- 
mocracy of the nation. [Loud cbeers.J 

At all times, irrespective of our unfortunate dissensions, the hearts of 
democrats in New York have throbbed in uuisoa with those of demo- 
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crats elsewhere. The great masses of our party have always been demo- 
cratic in their feelings and sentiments, and they have entertained common 
political feelings, recollections, hopes, and fears. Their division into two 
conflicting organizations, by passing excitements and controversies, was 
as unnatural as the dividing of the waters of the Red sea, when they 
stood like walls, upon the right hand and upon the left; and like those 
waters, when the strong force of tempestuous passion ceased, the kindred 
element of democracy flowed together, and with their returning floods 
swallowed up the enemies of our party and its principles, as the waters 
of the sea swallowed up Pharaoh and his hosts. 

On behalf of the majority of the New York delegation, I nominate 
Franklin Pierce, of New Hampshire, for the office of President. 

The Hon. Daniel S. Dickinson then rose, and was received with 
three hearty cheers. He said: Mr. President, the peculiar attitude of 
New York requires that all her difficulties should be stated. Sir, a few 
of the proudest moments of my life have been passed in this convention. 
One was, when that one vote from Florida was given all the time for me. 
Another was, when I had the vote of the Old Dominion for President of 
the United States, and the fair daughters of Maryland showered bouquets 
upon my head. [Cheering.] And another is, when I stand here now. 
Sir, New York has been here divided in her counsels, and, as she has 
been divided in her life, to carry out the figure, by reversing it, when 
peace and tranquillity succeed, she should also be divided in telling her 
istory. Mr. President, no nomination could have been made, unless it 
was that of her own choice — ^^that great and good man, to whom, a portion 
of our democracy have adhered so faithfully— that could have been more 

Satifying to that section of our party than Franklin Pierce, of New 
ampshire. [Loud and continued applause.] He has her choicest ofler- 
ing. He has her remaining fifteen votes, [great cheering.] and he will 
have our entire electoral vote. Sir, I am authorized to pledge every dem- 
ocrat of that section of our democracy that they will come up to the* 
great battle, and do their full share of the great work against our oppo- 
nents. May I congratulate the democracy of the country upon its auspi- 
cious choice? [Renewed cheers.] Are there not features and circum- 
stances in this convention that will authorize me to do so ? I come here 
•in no vain 9 boasting spirit, but I come to tender to the democracy of the 
country the free-will offering of peace and good will. [Applause.] A1- 
though it cannot, perhaps, truly be said that Franklin Pierce is the first 
choice of New York, yet if not the first choice of either section of our 
democracy, he is the second choice of both, and that makes him the first 
choice. [Cheers and laughter.] 

Colonel Black, of Pennsylvania, next addressed the convention, but, 
in consequence of the intense excitement and enthusiasm that prevailed, 
he was very imperfectly heard at the reporter's table. He was under- 
stood to say: I am requested by the Nestor of our column to speak, be- 
cause I have younger lungs than he has. I do not rise to cast the vote 
of Pennsylvania, but to express the feelings, the emotion, the deep and 
trae devotion of Pennsylvania to the candidate of the democratic party. 
[Tremendous cheering.] Sir, we cast our vote with all the earnestness 
of a woman's fidelity 5 and we pledge our honor that, without faltering, 
without hesitation, with sleepless and unceasing energy^ As shaU. %k 
fought for in Pennsylvania. [Renewed and ^^^qwcb% «35^%sx^\ ^^ 
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is rightly named — Frank by name, and frank by nature. Franklin is 
his Christian name; his surname is Pierce; and when the flag of demo- 
cracy is to be raised, and the centre of whiggery to be broken, he will 
pierce it through and through. [Great cheering.] 

The person who addresses you was born and hves on the banks of the 
Monongahela river. The river bears an Indian name, of which the in-* 
terpretalion is, the river without an island. From its source in Virginia, 
to its termination at Pittsburg, the stream runs with a free current, know- 
ing no natural obstruction. This nomination sprang from Virginia, and 
through our hearts shall have a free course and a full flood. 

1'he gallant and unfaltering State, where the democratic ranks are 
never broken in the day of battle, has given another President to the 
Union. 

It was the custom of the Saracen, on the plains of the East, to hang his 
brightest diamonds on the outside front of his tent. There they reflected 
the brilliant beams of the sun by da^, and the bright beauties of the moon 
by night. The principles of the democratic party are her jewels, and 
here, in their mountain home of the West, are hung shining and clear, 
in high places in our tents. 

The democracy of Pennsylvania hold principles higher than all other 
considerations. Men may die — but etern^ years are the life-time of truth. 
We yield to the action of the convention not without sorrow, but never- 
theless a most willing obedience, and pledge a full and faithful struggle 
in every part of Pennsylvania to him whom the representatives of the 
people have chosen. It is an easy thing in the excitement and exhilira- 
tion of a heart thrilling with pleasure, to promise much that cannot be 
performed. But when men pledge themselves in sadness, they never 
fail. The subdued heart never keeps the word of promise to the ear and 
breaks it to the hope. 

Gov. Porter, chairman of the Pennsylvania delegation, then rose and 
said: I am instructed by a majority of the Pennsylvania delegation to re- 
cord the vote of the old Keystone State, twenty-seven votes, for Franklin 
Pierce. [Enthusiastic cheering.] 

In response to loud calls for " Ohio," 

Gen. Wilson, of that State, rose and said: It affords me pleasure to 
announce to the convention that the Ohio delegation wish to change their 
votes. [Cheers.] It is true that the Ohio delegation has been thus far 
somewhat divided. But we congratulate the members of the convention 
on the symptoms of harmony in the democratic party, and we undertake 
to say, that to that spirit of harmony and unanimity the democracy of 
Ohio will be found to respond. [Applause.] Although we have gone 
with the Northwest thus far, we are sons of New England in Ohio, and 
we are ready to respond to the nomination of the distinguished statesman 
of New Hampshire. It affords me pleasure to say, that Ohio gives seven* 
teen votes for Franklin Pierce, [cheers,] two for Cass, one for Butler, 
one for Houston, and two for Douglas. 

At this moment the Illinois delegation returned. 

Mr. Richardson said : The delegation from the State of Illinois have 
presented one of her sons, and have cast their votes for him in accord- 
ance with the wishes of the entire democracy of tl^at State. We are re- 
joiced that the time has come when our bickerings have all ceased, and 
we unite with the great democratic party in casting our vptes for Franklin 
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Pierce, of New Hampshire. [Great cheering.] Mr. President, in all time 
past, in the struggles of party, the State from which we come has never 
yet bent her knee to our opponents. In the darkest hour that fell upon 
our fortunes, she has stood firm to the democratic cause. Set her down 
DOW for our nominee and for our principles at fifteen thousand majority. 
[Tremendous cheering.] 

When Louisiana was called, the Hon. Pierre Soule addressed the 
convention as follows: 

Mr. President: In the name of Louisiana, whose organ I am happy to 
be upon this occasion, I have to state to this convention that she feels proud 
that, in the course she has pursued in this exciting and important can- 
vass, she has shown with what tenderness she could extend her hand to 
her brethren of the North. [Applause.] We have stood firmly by them, 
fiom the beginning of the'contest to the last, faithful to the mandate we 
leceived at the hands of our constituency. 

But, sir, now that a new name has been presented to this convention, 
uniting, as we see it does, not only the confidence but the affections of 
the entire democratic party — when we see by the vote which has already 
been cast you have actually elected the next President of the United 
jStates, [tremendous cheers,] Louisiana cannot be, nor wishes she to be, 
recreant to the call. [Applause.] We come to you not only with these 
now insignificant votes of ours, but we come with hearts that will do 
good service in the coming contest. [Renewed applause.] Sir, I rejoice 
to see these unerring indications of that harmony amongst us which will 
appal and crush our opponents. I give the six votes of my State for 
Franklin Pierce, of New Hampshire. 

Michigan was next called; whereupon 

Grov. McClelland said: Mr. President, we have come into this conven- 
tion and presented the name of a man who needs no euloigy from me, nor 
any other monument than that which is erected to him in every patriotic 
bosom among the people of these United States. [Loud and protracted 
applause.] I can say for him, that no man can be more obliged to his 
mends who have supported and sustained him here, and no man will 
sooner forget the injuries that some may consider to have been inflicted 
upon him by those who have been opposed to him. Sir, we not only 
give, the nominee of this convention our votes now, but we will give him 
a larger majority in the State of Michigan, in the ensuing election, than 
she ever gave to a democratic candidate for President before. [Great en- 
thusiasm.] I will say further, that the man for whom the Michigan del- 
egation are now to cast their votes is particularly acceptable to the candi- 
date for whom we have thus far voted. Sir, I pledge Gen. Cass to a most 
cerdial and warm support of Franklin Pierce, of New Hampshire. [Great 
aj^ause.] I now, in pursuance of the unanimous voice of the delegation 
of Michigan, cast her six votes for Franklin Pierce, 

Dr. Worrell, of Delaware, rising, said: The blue hen's chicken is 
here. [Laughter and cheers.] This convention knows that we have 
stood by General Cass, the man whom we loved above all others until 
we found we could do nothing for him; and now, when the democracy 
of these great United States have proclaimed in favor of the gallant son 
of the Granite State, Delaware comes with her meagre three to join her 
link in the chain of democracy, that it may wind around this whole 
country, enfolding the whigs in its unbending sl!»w^\.Yi, wA^m^'^^'^^ 
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to the ground in spite of "fuss and feathers" and all. [Great cheeringi 
and laughter.] 

When Florida was called ^ 

Mr. King said: In behalf of the delegation from Florida, I have to say 
hat, from the first to the last ballot we have been divided — a portion of 
the delegation giving their votes for a son* of New York, and a portion for 
a son of Illinois. Sir, I am happy to announce to this convention that 
we are no longer divided. There has been a name brought forward here 
'which calls forth our warmest sympathy and attachment. Upon it we 
can unite; and with the same fidelity with which we have supported our 
favorite candidates, we will now unite our forces to support the son of 
New England. Sir, from Florida — remote Florida — from the land of the 
orange and of the vine, from the land of everglades, we stretch our hands 
across this broad Union to the granite and snow-clad hills of New Eng- 
land, and cordially embrace the hand of Franklin Pierce, of New Hamp- 
shire. [Cheers.] 

When the State of Texas was called, 

Gen. Rusk said: Texas has no speech to make. She only claims the 
privilege of carrying the banner at the election in November next, when 
she will cast thousands of voles, as she does now her four votes, for 
Franklin Pierce, of New Hampshire. [Cheers.] 

Mr. Bradley, of Iowa, said: Like the delegation from Florida, we 
have been divided since we commenced balloting, but we are now united 
and most heartily and cheerfully join in the nomination of New England's 
favorite son, Franklin Pierce, of New Hampshire, for whom we will roll 
up a handsome majority west of the Mississippi in the approaching eleo 
tion. 

i Cries of ^' Where is Wisconsin?"] 
Ir. Delan^* Wisconsin echoes back the name of Franklin Pierce, 
of New Hampshire. [Great cheering.] 

[A voice: " Now for the Golden State," and tremendous cheering.] 

Mr. Richardson, of California, thereupon said: We did not come here 
to make long speeches. We are for voting, not talking. We cast our 
four votes for the choice of the democracy — Franklin Pierce. [Cheers.] 

Mr. Thompson, of Mississippi, then arose, the States having all voted, 
and by anticipation, as far as he might do, pledged South Carolina for 
Franklin Pierce, of New Hampshire. 

The convention then proceeded to take the forty-ninth ballot, which 
resulted as follows: 

Forty-mnth and last Ballot, 

For Franklin Pierce — ^Maine, 8; New Hampshire, 5^ Vermont, 6; Mas- 
sachusetts, 13; Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 6, New York, 35; New 
Jersey, 7; Pennsylvania, 27; Delaware, 3; Maryland, 5; Virginia, 15; 
North Carolina, 10; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; Louisiana, 
6; Ohio, 17; Kentucky, 12; Tennessee, 12; Indiana, 13; Illinois, 11; 
Missouri, 9;. Arkansas, 4; Michigan, 6; Florida^ 3; Texas, 4; lowa^ 4; 
Wisconsin, 6; California, 4 — ^283. 

For Lewis Cass — Ohio, 2. 

For Stephen A. Douglas — Ohio, 2. 

Ihr WiUiam O. Butler— Ohio, 1. • 
jFbr ^amuei H(mston — OhiO; h 



The President (Hon. J. W. Davis) then announced the vote as fol- 
lows: 

"For General Franklin Pierce, (God bess him!)'* - 283 
Scattering ...... 6 

The President then saidi General Franklin Pierce, of New Hamp- 
shire, having received two-thirds of all the votes, I declare him the can- 
didate of the democratic party for the presidency of the United States 
for the ensuing term. 

On motion, the convention adjourned, to meet at 4 o'clock p. m. 

afternoon session. 

The convention met at 4 o'clock, p. m. 

Mr. Brown, of Tennessee, on behalf of the Committee on Kesolutiohs, 
asked leave to submit their report, which he had been directed, unani- 
mously, to present to the convention 5 and moved that it be read. 

Objection was made by several members, until a candidate for Vloe 
President should be nominated. 

Mr. Brown called for a vote by States on the reception of the report, 
when the objection was withdrawn; and the report of the Committee on 
Resolutions was submitted, laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

BALLOTING ON NOMINATION FOR VICE PRESIDENT. 

The convention, by unanimous consent, proceeded to nominate a can- 
didate for Vice President of the United States. 

Maine being first called, the chairman of her delegation said that they 
felt some delicacy in naming any man for the office of Vice President 
under the circumstances, and were willing that their southern friends 
should have their choice. He felt sure that the northern democracy 
would support with enthusiasm and unanimity any democrat whom the 
South mignt present. Without knowing what might be the choice of 
their southern friends, and although they might commit a mistake, yet^ 
as at present advised, they would give their eight votes for William R. 
King, of Alaibama. 

The delegation from Kentucky, by permission, retired for consultation. 

During the pause in the taking of the ballot the following despatches, 
were read to the convention: 

From Stephen A, Douglas. — ^'I congratulate the democratic party 
Upon the nomination, and Illinois will give Franklin Pierce a larger ma- 
jority than any other State in the Union." 

From General Cass. — "A good nomination-, that of Gen. Pierce. 
I shall support it heartily." 

, From General Eousion.-^^^ An excellent nomination; it will unite the 
whole democracy." 

From democrats of Washington city.^-^^Kine cheers for Franklih 
Pierce." 

Their reception is shown in the despatch sent in reply, which was as 
follows: 

" Oonventiony quarter to 5, p. m. — ^To Messrs^. Oasis, Douglas, Hous* 
5 
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ton, and the democrats of Washington city: Your despatches received 
with nine cheers by the convention — repeated by the galleries. 

"H. HIBBARD." 

The following is the result of the first ballot for Vice President: 

First Ballot for Vice President. 

For William R, King — Maine, 8; New Hampshire, 3; Rhode Island, 
4; Connecticut, 6; New York, 18; New Jersey, 7; Pennsylvania, 27; 
Maryland, 8; Virginia, 15; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, T: 
Florida, 3—126. 

For S. W. Dorms — New York, 1; Louisiana, 6; Indiana, 13; Michi- 
gan, 6; Texas, 4—30. 

For John B. Weller—^ew York, 1; Ohio, 23; California, 4—28. 

For Gideon J. Pillow — New York, 5; Tennessee, 12; Illinois, 4; Ar- 
kansas, 4 — 25. 

For David JR. il^cAi50»— Illinois, 7j Missouri, 9^ Iowa, 4; Wisconsin, 
6—26. 

For Robert Strange — Massachusetts, 10; New York, 3; North Caro- 
lina, 10—23. 

Far William O. Butler — ^New Hamjpshire, 2; Vermont, 5; Massachu- 
setts, 3; Delaware, 3 — 13. 

For Thomas J. Rusk — New York, I ; Kentucky, 12 — 13. 

For Jefferson Davis — New York, 2. 

For koweU Cbftfi— New York, 2. 

Before the result was announced, Mr. Richardson Scurry, of Texas, 
stated that he had been requested by General Rusk to withdraw his name 
from the canvass, and tendered his thanks and those of the State of Texas 
for the honor conferred. 

Illinois then changed seven of her eleven votes from General Rusk to 
Hon. D. R. Atchison, of Missouri. 

The Kentucky delegation here returned, and being called upon to vote, 

Mr. Merriwether stated that he had been instructed to withdraw the 
name of William O. Butler, and to cast the vote of Kentucky for Geneml 
Rusk, of Texas. 

The President stated that the name of General Rusk had been with- 
drawn. 

Mr. Merriwether. I have been so instructed to vote. At the next 
ballot the vote of Kentucky can be changed, if it is thought best. 

Gov. McClelland, of Michigan, then withdrew the vote of Michigan for 
General Butler, and gave it for General Downs. 

Mr. Elias Brown, of Maryland, withdrew the vote of that State from 
General Butler, and gave it to Colonel King. 

The first ballot was then announced as above. 

The convention then proceeded to a second ballot for a nominee for the 
office of Vice President of the United States, with the following result: 

Second Ballot for Vice President. 

For William R. King — ^Maine, 8; New Hampshire, 6; Vermont, 6; 
Massachusetts, 13; Rhode Island, 4; Connectiqut, 6; New York; 35; 
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New Jersey, 7; Pennsylvania, 27; Delaware, 3; Maryland, 8; Virginia, 
15; North Carolina, 10; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; Louis- 
iana, 6; Ohio, 23; Kentucky, 12; Tennessee, 12; Indiana, 13; Missouri, 
9; Arkansas, 4; Michigan, 6; Florida, 3; Texas, 4; Iowa, 4; Wiscon- 
sin, 5; California, 4 — 277. 

JFhr Jefferson Davis — Illinois, 11. 

a 

When the State of Illinois was called upon to vote, and had voted for 
Colonel Jefferson Davis, of Mississippi, 

The chairman of the Mississippi delegation withdrew his name; and 
thanking those who had given him their votes for the honor they had 
thus conferred, he proceeded to make a few further remarks, but they were 
inaudible at the reporter's table. 

Tlie State of Illinois preferred not to change their vote. 

The Hon. William R. King, of Alabama, was therefore declared to be 
the nominee of the Democratic National Convention for the office of Vice 
President of the United States. 

This announcement was received with three cheers by the convention 
and the galleries. 

On motion of Mr. Black, of Pennsylvania, the convention then, by 
a unanimous vote, declared General Franklin Pierce, of New Hampshire, 
to be the unanimous choice of the convention for the candidate of the 
dfpiocratic party for the office of President of the United States, and the 
Hon. William R. King for Vice President of the United States. 

Three cheers were then given for the nominees. 

A telegraphic despatch from Steubenville, Ohio, was read, dated June 5, 
three o'clock p. m., to the following effect: 

*^ We are now firing thirty-one rounds over Pierce's nomination." 

The reading of this despatch was received with loud cheers. 

PLATFORM OP RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. Sadnders, of North Carolina, moved that the report on resolutions 
be now taken from the table and read 3 which motion was carried. 

Mr. B. B. French, acting secretary of the convention, who had called 
off the ballotings with great distinctness, then read the resolutions in a 
clear voice, as follows: 

JResoZoe^ That the American democracy place their trust in the intelligence, the patriotism, 
and the diRcriminating jussice of the American people. 

lUseUei, That we regard this as a distinctive feature of our political creed, which we are 
proud to maintain before the world as the great moral element in a form of government spring- 
ing from and upheld by the popular will ; and we contrast it with the creed and practice of 
ftderalifm, under whatever name or form, which seeks to palsy the will of the constituent, 
and which conceives no imposture too monstrous for the popular credulity. 

Resolted, theri/ore, That, entertaining these views, tne democratic party of this Union, 
through their delegates assembled in a general convention, coming together in a spirit of 
concord, of devotion to the doctrines and faith of a free representative government, and appeal- 
ing to their fellow-citizens for the rectitude <5f their intentions, renew and reaesert before the 
American people the declarations of principles avowed by them when, on former occasions, 
in general convention, they have presented their candidates for the popular suffrages : 

1. That the federal government is one of limited powers, derived solely from the consti- 
tution, and the grants of power made therein ought to oe strictly construed by all the depart- 
ments and agents of the government ; and that it is inexpedient and dangerous to exercise 
doubtful constitutional powers. 

2. That the constitution does not confer upon the general government tlie power to com- 
mence and carry on a general system of interna! improyem^ta* 
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8. That the constitution does not confer authority upon the federal government, directly 
or indirectly, to assume the debts of the several States, contracted for local and internal im- ' 
provements or other State purposes ; nor would such assumption be just or expedient. 

4. That justice and sound policy forbid the federal government to foster one branch of 
industry to th" detriment of any other, or to cherish the mterests of one portion to the injury 
of another portion of our common country ; that every citizen, and every section of the coun- 
try, has a riglit to demand and insist upon an ecjuality of ri^its and privileges, and to com- 
plete and ample protection of persons and property from domestic violence or foreigTi ag- 
gression. 

5. That it is the duty of every branch of the government to enforce and practise the most 
rigid economy in conducting our public aifairs, and that no more revenue ought to be ra'sed 
than is required to defray the necessary expenses of the government, and for the gradual but 
certiiin extinciion of the public debt. 

6. That Congress has no power to charter a nation?! bank ; that we believe such an insti- 
tution one of deadly hostility to ihe best interests of the country, dangerous to our republican 
institutions and the liberties of the people, and calculated to place the business of the country 
within the control of a concentrated money jDower, and above the laws and the will of tlie 
people ; and that the results of demociatic le:iislation, in this and all other financial measures 
upon which issues have been made between the two political parties of the country, have 
demonstrated, to candid and practical men of all parties, their soundness, safety, and utility in 
all business pursuits. 

7. That the separation of the moneys of the government from banking: institutions is indis- 
pensable for the safety of the funds of the government and the rights of the people. 

8. That the liberal principles embodied by Jelferson in the Declaration of Independence, 
and sanctioned in the constitution, which makes ours the land of liberty and the asylum of 
the oppressed of every nation, have ever been cardinal principles in the democratic faith ; and 
every attempt to abridge the privilege of becoming citizens and the owners of soil among us, 
ought to be resisted with the same spirit, which sweprthe alien and sedition laws from our 
statute-books. 

9. Tliat Congress has no power under the constitution to interfei-e with or control tln^ 
domestic institutions of the several States, and that such States are the sole and proper judges 
of everything appertaining to their own affairs, not prohibited by the constitution; tliat all 
efforts of' the abolitionisti? or others made to induce Congress to interfere with questio"s of 
slavery, or to take incipient steps in relation thereto, are calculated to lead to the most akirm- 
ing and dangerous consequences ; and that all such efforts have an inevitable tendency to 
diminish the happiness of the people and endanger the stability and pe.-manency of the Union, 
and ou.;jht not to be countenanced by any friend of our political institutions. 

Resolved, That the foregoing proposition covers and was intended to embrace the whole 
subject of slavery agitation in Congress ; and therefore tlie democratic party of the Union, 
standing on this national platform, will abide by and adhere to a faithful execution of the acts 
known as the compromise measures, settled by the last Con^^ress, the "act for reclaiming fugi- 
tives from service or labor'' included; which, act, being designed to carry out an express 
provision of the constitution, cannot with fidelity thereto be repealed or so clianged as to 
destroy or ir/ipair its efficiency. 

Resolved^ That the democratic party will resist all attempts at renewing, in Congrfss or 
out of it, the agitation of the slavery question, under whatever shape or color the attempt 
may be made. 

Resolredy That the proceeds of the public lands ought to be sacredly applied to tlie national 
objects specified in the constitution ; and that we ate opposed to any law for the distribution 
of such proceeds among the States, as alik% inexpedient in poHcy and repugnant to the 
constitution. 

Resolved, That we are decidedly opposed to taking from the President the qualified veto 
power, by which he is enabled, under restrictions and responsibilities amply sufKcient to 
guard the public interest, to suspend the passage of a bill whose merits cannot secure the 
approval of two-thirds of the Senate and House of Representativf s, until thejudgment of the 
people can be obtained thereon, and which has saved the American people from the corrupt 
and tyrannical domination of the Bank of the United States, and from a corrupting system of 
general internal improvements-. 

Resolvedi That the democratic party will faithfully abide by and uphold the principles laid 
down in the Kentucky and Virginia resolutions of 1798, and in the report of Mr. Madison 
to the Virginia legislature in 1799 ; that it adopts those principles as constituting one of 
the main foundations of its political creed, and is resolved to carry them out in flieir ob- 
vious meaning and import. 

Resolvcdj That the war with Mexico, upon all the principles of patriotism and the laws of 
nations, was a just and necessary war on our part, in which every American citizen should have 
shown himself on the side of his country, and neither morally nor physically, by word or deed, 
have given " aid and comfort to the enemy." 

Reso'vcdj That we rejoice at the restoration of friendly relations with our sister republic of 
jyj exico^ and earnestly desire for ker all the blessings and prosperity which we enjoy under re* 
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publican institutions; and we congratulate the American people upon the results of that war, 
which have so manifestly justified the policy and conduct of the democratic party, and insured 
to the United States " indemnity for the past and security for the future." 

Resolved, That in view of the condition of popular institutions in the Old "World, a high and 
4aa''red duty is devolved, with increased respontsibility upon the democratic party of this country, 
as the party of the people, to uphold and maintain the rights of every State, and thereby the 
Union of the States, and to sustain and advance among us constitutional liberty, by continuing 
Co resist all monopolies and exclusive legislation for the benefit of the few at the expense of the 
many, and by a vigilant and constant adherence to those prinriples and compromises of the con- 
stitution, which are broad enough and strong enough to embrace and uphold the Union as it 
vas, the Union as it is, and the Union as it shall be, in the full expansion of the energies and 
capacity of this great and progressive people. 

When the fourth resolution, relating to the compromises and slavery 
agitation, was read, the secretary was interrupted by the applause and 
cheering which followed. A call was made by several voices that it be 
read over again; and it was again read by the secretary, and was fol- 
lowed by like expressions of approval. 

The resolutions having been read, 

Mr. Saunders, of North Carolina, thereupon moved their adoption, and 
demanded the previous question. 

The motion for the previous question was put and sustained; and the 
main question was then put by the Chair, " Shall the resolutiol^'Pgfss as 
the sense of this convention?" which motion the Chair announcetiawas^ 
unanimously carried. '* 

Mr. Dickinson, of New York, moved that a committee of j5ve be ap- 
pointed by the President of the convention to inform the candidates nom- 
inated for President and Vice President of the United States of their 
nomination by this convention, and request their acceptance; which 
motion was adopted. 

Mr. Irwin (1st vice president) being in the chair, announced that the 
committee would be named by the President, who was not then present. 
[This resolution, when reduced to writing in pencil, and handed to the 
President of the convention, appeared endorsed, *' offered by Mr. Corning, 
of ^ew York," but not in that gentleman's hand- writing.] 

The President subsequently announced the comAiittee as follows: 

Erastus Corning, of New York; J. S. Barbour, of Virginia; Jacob 
Thompson, of Mississippi; Robert McClelland, of Michigan; and Pierre 
Soule, of Louisiana. 

MODE OF CONSTITUTING AND CALLING FUTURE CONVENTIONS. 

Mr. Hallett, of Massachusetts, (chairman of the committee on the place 
of holding, and the mode of constituting and calling the next Democratic 
National Convention) made a report, by direction of the committee, recom- 
mending the adoption of the following resolutions, which he advocated; 
and then moved the adoption of the report, which is as follows: 

Resolved, That the next Democratic National Convention be held at Cincinnati, in the State 
of Ohio. 

Resolved, That, in constituting future National Conventions of the democra'ic pnrty, in 
order to secure the respective riglits of the States to their relative representation in auch con- 
ventions, each State shall be entitled to twice the number of delegates that it has votes in the 
electoral college, and no more; and that the Democratic National Committee, in making arrange- 
ments for the next National Convention, provide such number of seats therein for each State, 
and secure the same to the delegates elect. 

R-stloed, That the time of holding the next convention be designated by the Hemocratic 
IJation^l Committee; and that, in their call, the above resolution be it\seT<«.^ «& vVxa.x-^'t ^«^x 
ehooBing delegates. 

Objections being made to the second ieso\\\\A.oiv, 
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Mr. Richardson, of Illinois, requested the gentleman from Massachn- 
setts to withdraw that part of the resolutions which related to the number 
of delegrates. 

Mr. Hallett declined withdrawing that portion of the report, and ex- 
plained that it was indispensable, as a principle of State-rights, to prescribe 
and adhere to a limitation of delegates relatively equal in all the States'^ 
or it would be impracticable ever again to hold a deliberative convention, 
if the States were to send delegates without limitation. If one State sent 
an excess of fifty or a hundred, all the States would claim to exercise the 
same right. 

Mr. Scott, of Virginia, and Mr. Brown, of Maryland, opposed the 
resolution. 

Mr. McCooK, of Ohio, advocated it. 

A delegate from Virginia moved to lay the report of the committee on 
the table, which was subsequently modified to a motion to lay upon the 
table that part of the report limiting the number of delegates. 

The Chair stated the question to be upon laying upon the table so 
much of the report as related to the number of delegates that each State 
was to send to the next National Convention. 

Upon that question a vote by States was demanded; and the question 
being taken by calling the States, the motion was lost — yeas 136, nays 
152, as follows: 

Yeas — Maine, 7; New Hampshire, 5; Vermont, 5; Pennsylvania, 27; 
Virginia, 15; North Carolina, 10; Georgia, 10; Mississippi, 7; Louisiana, 
6; Kentucky, 12; Tennessee, 12; Missouri, 9; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 3; 
California, 4—136. 

Nays — Maine, 1; Massachusetts, 13; Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 6; 
New York, 35; New Jersey, 7; Delaware, 3; Maryland, 8; Alabama, 9; 
Ohio, 23; Indiana, 13; Illinois, 11; Michigan, 6; Texas, 4; Iowa, 4; 
Wisconsin, 5 — 152. 

The question then recurred upon adopting the report of the committee; 
and upon that motion the previous question was called for and seconded, 
and the main question ordered to be put. 

Ohio demanded the vote by States ; and the question being taken by 
States, the resolutions, as reported by the committee, were adopted — yeas 
195, iiays 68, as follows: 

Yeas — Maine, 8; New Hampshire, 5; Vermont, 5; Massachusetts, 13; 
New York, 36; New Jersey, 7; Pennsylvania, 27; Delaware, 3; Ohio, 24; 
Kentucky, 12; Indiana, 13; Illinois, 13; Missouri, 9; Michigan, 3; Texas, 
4; Iowa, 4; Wisconsin, 5; California, 4-^195. 

Nays — Maryland, 8; Virginia, 15; North Carolina, 10; Georgia, 10; 
Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; Louisiana, 6; Florida, 3 — 68. 

Mr. Pratt (in behalf of the New York delegation) offered the follow- 
ing resolution; which was unanimously adopted: 

Reaolvidj That the thanks of this convention be, and they hereby are, given to the Mechanics* 
Institute for the use of their hall ; to the Committees of Arrangements and Reception for their 
unwearied exertions to make the convention comfortable during its session ; and to the citi- 
zens of Baltimore for their courtesy and kindness to the members individually. 

Mr. WiGGiN, of Georgia, offered the following resolution; which was 
adopted: 

Jleso/veti, That the unanimous thanks of this coiiYention V>e exVetv^e^ Vo iVfelEloTv, "XoVtv^ . 
■par/ar, the presiding officer, and hid able assistant, t\ve Hon. Mr. Irw'm, mi^ i?l\ o\\\« <i«kB«t%^ 
ror the able, di^niAed, and efficient manner in which they ha^e eiiBchtxT^^^ x'h^^i ^\i5Aa^, 
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[The President (Hon. J. W. Davis) was not present, having been 
obhged to retire from the chair, in consequence of illness and hoarseness, 
on the last half day of the session.] 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, of Mississippi, the convention adjourned 
siTie die. 



DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE. 



The following gentlemen were announced as members of the Democratic 
National Committee : 



Maine — Hastings Strickland. 
New Hampshire — C. G. Atherton. 
Vermont — David A. Smalley. 
Massachusetts — B. F. Hallett. 
R/iode Island — Welcome B. Sayles. 
Connecticut — ^James T. Pratt. 
New York — John P. Beekman. 
New Jersey — ^Joseph 0. Potts. 
Pennsylvania — James Campbell. 
Delaware — George R. Riddle. 
Maryland — Robert M. McLane. 
Virginia — William H. Clark. 
North Carolina — Warren Winslow, 
Georgia — S. T. Bailey. 
Alabama — Edward C. Betts. 



Mississippi — S. R. Adams. 
Louisiana — ^A. G. Penn. 
Ohio — ^Alfred P. Edgerton. 
Kentucky — ^Francis P. Stone. 
Tennessee — George W. Jones. 
Indiana — Alexander F. Morrison. 
Illinois — Isaac Cook. 
Missouri — Ferdinand Kennett. 
Arkansas — N. B. Burrow. 
Michigan — T. T. Brodhead. • 
Florida — Thomas Baltzell. 
Texa^ — James W. Scott. 
Iowa — ^Joseph C. K. Napp. 
Wisconsin — Benj. L. Henning. 
Calif omia — William M. Gwin. 



APPENDIX. 



RECAPITULATION OP THE PORTT-NINE BALLOTS. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 



Letter to General Pierce. 

Concord, June 17, 1S52. 

Sir: A National Convention of the democratic republican party, which 
met in Baltimore the first Tuesday in June, unanimously nominated you 
as a candidate for the high trust of President of the United States. 

We have been delegated to acquaint you with the nomination, and 
earnestly to request that you will accept it. Persuaded, as we are, that 
this office should not be pursued by an unchastened ambition, it can 
never be refused by a dutiful patriotism. 

The circumstances under which you will be presented for the canvass 
of your countrymen are propitious to the interests which the constitution 
entrusts to our federal Union, and must be auspicious to your own fame. 

You come before the people without the impulse of personal wishes, 
and free from all selfish expectations. You are identified with none of 
the distractions which have recently disturbed our country, whilst you 
are known to be faithful to the constitution — to all its guarantees and 
compromises. You will be free to exert your tried abilities, within the 
path of duty, in protecting that repose we happily enjoy, and in giving 
efficacy and control to. those cardinal principles that have already illus- 
trated the party which has selected you as its leader — ^principles that 
regard the security and prosperity of the whole country, and the para- 
mount power of its laws, as iudissolubly associated with the perpetuity 
of our civil and religious liberties. 

The convention did not pretermit the duty of reiterating those princi- 
ples, and you will find them prominently set forth in the resolutions it 
adopted. To these we respectfully invite your attention. 

It is firmly believed that to your talents and patriotism the security of 
our holy Union, with its expanded and expanding interests, may be wisely 
trasted, and that, amid all the perils which may assail the constitution, 
you will have the heart to love and the arm to defend it. 

With congratulations to you and the country upon this demonstration 
of its exalted regard, and the patriot hopes that cluster over it, we have 
the honor to be, with all respect, your fellow-citizens, 

J. S. BARBOUR, 
J. THOMPSON, 

Hod. Frankun Pierce, of New HampsVviTO. 
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General Piercers Reply. 

Concord, (N. H.,) June 17, 1852. 

Gentlemen: I have the honor to acknowledge your personal kindness 
in presenting to mc this day your letter officially informing me of my 
nomination, by the Democratic National Convention, as a candidate for 
the presidency of the United States. 

The surprise with which I received the intelligence of the nomination 
was not unmingled with painful solicitude, and yet it is proper for me to 
say that the manner in which it was conferred was peculiarly gratifying. 
The delegation from New Hampshire, with all the glow of State pride 
and all the warmth of personal regard, would not have submitted my 
name to the convention, nor would they have cast a vote for me, under 
circumstances other than those which occurred. 

I shall always cherish with pride and gratitude the recollection of the 
fact that the voice which first pronounced for me — and pronounced alone — 
came from the mother of States — a pride and gratitude rising far above 
any consequences that can betide me personally. 

May I not regard it as a fact pointing to the overthrow of sectional 
jealousies, and looking to the perennial life and vigor of a Union cemented 
by the blood of those who have passed to their reward — a Union wonder- 
ful in its formation, boundless in its hopes, amazing in its destiny ! I 
accept the nomination, relying upon an abiding devotion to the interests, 
the honor, and the glory of our whole country, but, beyond and above 
all, upon a Power superior to all human might— a Power which, from 
the first gun of the Revolution, in every crisis through which we have 
passed, in every hour of our acknowldflged peril, when the dark clouds 
have shut down around us, has interposed, as if to baffte human wisdom, 
outmarch human forecast, and bring out of darkness the rainbow of 
promise. Weak myself, faith arjd hope repose there in security. I ac- 
cept the nomination upon the platform adopted by the convention, not 
because this is expected of me as a candidate, but because the principles it 
embraces command the approbation of my judgment; and with them I 
believe I can safely say there has been no word nor act of my life in 
conflict. 

I have only to tender my grateful acknowledgments to you, gentlemen, 
to the convention of which you were members, and to the people of our 
common country. 

I am, with the highest respect, your most obedient servant, 

FRANK. PIERCE. 
7b Hon. J. S. Barbour, 
/. Thompson, 
Alpheuh Felch, 

PlSRRE SOULE. 
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Letter to Hon, William R. King. 

Washington, June 21, 1852. 
Sir: The democratic republican party, which met in convention at 
Baltimore the first of June, nominated you as its candidate in the ensu- 
ing election for the elevated office of Fice President of the United Slates. 
The duty of communicating it to you has been assigned to us, and ve 
respectfully ask you to accept it. 

The length of your public life, and the virtue and ability which have 
characterized it, make you known to the whole country, and give both 
the Union and the States the acceptable assurance that to you may be 
well confided all the responsibilities of this high trust, whether they be 
immediate or contingent. The foreign and intestine trials through which 
our country has passed while you were in its service have proved that in 
every difficulty you were wise, temperate, and firm. Your labors have 
eminently tended to guard the rights of the States, and to protect the 
integrity and safety of the Union. The resolutions adopted by the con- 
vention set forth the cardinal principles of the republican school of politics, 
and your past fidelity to them does not allow us to doubt of your con- 
tinued devotion to these fundamental doctrines. It is this established 
fidelity — joined to a just appreciation of your practised abilities, your great 
experience, and your unsullied worth — which attracted to you the public 
mind, and awarded to you this distinguished proof of its unsolicited ap- 
probation. 

With all respect, your obedient servants, 

J. S. BARBOUR, 
J. THOMPSON, 
ALPHEUS FELCH, 

PIERRE SOULE. 
Hon. William R. Kino. 



Mr. King^s Reply, 

Senate Chamber, June 22, 1852. 

Gentlemen: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
notifying me' that I have been nominated by the Democratic Convention 
as Vice President of the United States. 

This distinguished manifestation of the respect and confidence of my 
democratic brethren commands my most grateful acknowledgments, and I 
cheerfully accept the nomination with which I have been honored. 
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Throughout a long public life I am not conscious that 1 have ever 
swerved from those principles which have been cherished and sustained 
by the democratic party; and in whatever situation I may be placed, my 
countrymen may rest assured that I shall adhere to them faithfully and 
zealously — perfectly satisfied that the prosperity of our common country 
and the permanency of our free institutions can be promoted and pre- 
served only by administering the government in strict accordance with 
them. 

The platform as laid down by the convention meets with my cordial 
approbation. It is national in all its parts; and I am content not only to 
stand upon it, but on all occasions to defend it. 

For the very flattering terms in which you have been pleased, gentle- 
men, to characterize my public services, I feel that I am indebted to the 
personal regard which I am proud to know you individually entertain for 
me, and that you greatly overrate them. The only merit I can lay claim 
to is an honest discharge of the duties of the various positions with which 
I have been honored. This I claim — nothing more. 

With the highest respect and esteem, I am, gentlemen, your fellow- 
citizen, 

WILLIAM R. KING. 

To Messrs. J. S. Barbour, 
J. Thompson, 
Alpheus Felch, 

P. SOULE. 
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SKETCHES OF THE LIVES 

OF 



FRANKLIN PIERCE AND WM. R. KING, 



CANDIDATES OF THB 



DEMOCRATIC REPUBLICAN PARTY 



FOR THE 



PRESIDENCY AND VICE PRESIDENCY 



OF 



THE UNITED STATES. 



(The Democratic National Conyention which assembled at Baltimore on the second day 
of June, 1853, unanimously nominated General ' Franklin Pierce as the democratic candi- 
date for the presidency and the Hon. William R. King for the vice presidency of the 
United States, Whatever pertains to their personal and political history has becomo a 
matter of perrading and peculiar interest. 

To place before the public, without eulogy or ornament, the leading incidents of theilr 
lives, the National Democratic Executive Committee present the following brief and authende 
sketches. 

Their high honor, unimpeachable integrity, eminent statesmanship, and unsurpassed fidelity 
ani the varied public trusts and duties assigned to them, commend them to the generouf 
confidence and support of all who desire an able and honest administration of the goT« 
emment. ] 

FRAT!fKLIN PIERCE. 

General Pierce is the son of Benjamin Pierce, who fought at Bunker 
Hill, served honorably through the revolutionary war, was a member of 
the governor's council, high sheriff of his county, governor of New 
Hampshire in 1827 and 1829, and died April 1, J 839, aged 81 years. 
He possessed great force of character and knowledge of men, was a 
thorough republican, was highly respected by all parties, and exercised a 
large influence on public affairs. On the conclusion of the revolutionary 
war he settled in Hillsborough, which then was almost 9w ^\Ld^x\N&^. 
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He married twice, and had by his first wife cne daughter, the widow of 
General John McNeil, and by his second wife five sons and three 
daughters. One of the daughters died in infancy, and the other two 
died in 1837, leaving families. Of the sons the oldest, Benjamin K., 
was a gallant officer of the army, who distinguished himself in the 
Florida war ; and the second, also, was connected with the army, and 
attained the rank of brevet colonel. These are both dead. Another 
died in early manhood. The remaining sons are Col. Henry D. Pierce, 
of Hillsborough — a farmer of great personal worth and of much wealth, 
who has represented his town in the legislature — and the subject of this 
memoir. 

Franklw Pierce was born in Hillsborough, November 23, 1804. He 
was sent to the neighboring schools of Hancock and Francestown — living 
in the latter place with the mother of the late Levi Woodbury, to whom 
he pays a grateful tribute for the salutary influence she exercised over his 
early boyhood. His academic studies were pursued at Exeter academy. 
In 1820, in his sixteenth year, he entered Bowdoin College, from which 
he graduated, with credit, in 1824. Dr. Calvin E. Stowe was one of his 
class. His agreeable manners, manly bearing, social turn and fine talents, 
made him a general favorite ; and among his intimate friends were Hon. 
James Bell, of Manchester, and Dr. Luther V. Bell, the head of the 
McLean Asylum, of Somcrville, Nathaniel Hawthorn, Jonathan Cilley, 
and Jamas Mason, son of Jeremiah Mason. Three years were subse- 
quently pajssed in preparatory studies in the offices of Hon. Edmund 
Parker, of Amherst, and of Hon. Levi Woodbury, of Portsmouth, N. H.^ 
and in the law school of Judge Samuel Howe, of Northampton, Massa- 
chusetts. The productions of Mr. Pierce bear witness that these early 
and priceless adv^mtages for thorough culture were well improved ; while 
the admiration and friendship entertained for him by college cotempo- 
raries, who subsequently became ornaments of their profession, was but 
the commencement of that favor which he has since uniformly attracted 
towards him. 

Mr. Pierce in 1827 opened a law office in Hillsborough, opposite the 
residence of Governor Pierce. At this time the latter enjoyed a wide and 
kst popularity in New Hampshire, and this year he was elected governor* 
The succeeding year, in coxisequence of the division in the republican 
party on the presidential question — a part declaring for General Jackson 
and apart for Mr. Adam^s— Ciov.erpor Pierce, who was a " Jackson man,'' 
was defeated. The fruits of this anti-democratic victory were the election, 
by a smair majority, of John Bell governor, and of Hon. Samuel Bell 
iJnited States senator. The next year, however. Governor Pierce was 
je-elected. It was in the midst of these stirring scenes that Mr. Pierce 
<A)mmenced the practice of his profession. He had, to favor his advance- 
ment in business relations and in political life, it is true, the wide influ- 
ence of his father ; but the great success that immediately attended him 
would have been but transient, had he not manifested ability, industry, 
energy and fidelity. These won for him a reputation as wide as it wa» 
solids 

Mr. Pierce took a zealous part in politics, and in 1829 he was elected 
representative from his native town, and again the three successive years. 
This was an era in the political history of New Hampshire. It was the 
Ume when the Granite State caiae boldly to the support of General Jack* 
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son'sf admmistration. Benjamin Pierce, by over two thousand majoritjr, 
was elected (1829) governor, an entire congressional delegation in favor 
of Jackson's administration was chosen, and a legislature was returned 
having a handsome democratic majority. The votes for Speaker in the 
latter indicate the strength of parties — Mr. T'hornton, the administration 
candidate, receiving 123, and Mr. Wilson, opposition, 101. The next 
year (1830) the contest became still more animated and severe. Mr. 
Harvey was the democratic candidate and General Upham the whig can- 
didate ; and such was the success of the democracy, at all points, that 
their candidate received four thousand votes more than his opponent. 
One of the fruits of this election was the return of Hon. Isaac Hill to the 
United States Senate. 

Mr. Pierce took a prominent part in these contests, both in the field 
and in the legislature, and here laid the foundation of his political influ- 
ence and success. The questions in which he engaged were mostly, 
local, but there is one that stands out, of a general and important character. 
A convention of democratic republican members was held in Concord, 
June 15, 1830, and adopted an address and resolutions that will stand' 
out among the important political documents of the tim^ for their ability^ 
clearness and soundness. They accurately define the character of the 
constitution } clearly show how the lavish system of appropriations by the 
general government lead << to wide-spread, general corruption, tending 
directly to the consolidation or disunion of the States, the destruction of 
democratic principles, and the extinction of liberty ;" and they thus 
early endorsed the renomination of General Jackson as the democratic 
candidate for the next presidential term. This was the convention that 
resolved that Hon. Samuel Bell, then senator, had ceased to represent the 
sentiments of a majority of his constituents. 

The New Hampshire democrats the succeeding year (1831) nobly 
maintained their ground— the election resulting in the full success of 
their ticket for governor and Congress, while they retained their majority 
in the legislature. "The American system of Henry Clay," say the 
journals, " is dead and buried in the State of New Hampshire." It was 
the year that Mr. Pierce was elected Speaker of the House, which con- 
sisted of two hundred and twenty members; and it shows the estimation 
in which he was held, that he received 155 votes against 58 for all others. 
He was also elected Speaker in 1832. He discharged the duties of this 
office with great tact and ability, proving himself to be a firm, courteous, 
and impartial presiding officer. Thus, in five years he attained an en- 
viable position among his associates, and won it, not by undermining 
rivals, or by adroitness in political intrigue, but by a firm adherence to 
political principle, eloquence in debate, unquestioned capacity for public 
business, unvarying courtesy, and the exhibition of firankness and man- 
liness of character. So honorable was his ambition, that while he 
was ranking his associates, he retained their love and commanded their 
respect. 

In 1833 Mr. Pierce was promoted to a wider sphere of action, being 
elected a member of Congress from his district. He entered on this field 
of duty in a period of intense political excitement — indeed, in one of the 
hero ages of the American democracy. The United States Bank was 
then in the arena, making its most desperate struggle to overcome the 
government and to perpetuate its mono^l^j^xA ^\aXs^ ^\iS^^\^>nixs\'^ '^ss*. 



fress, and not unfrequenlly tampering with the integrity of public men. 
n opposition to such corruption, the indomitable Hero of New Orleans 
was giving fresh proofs of the force of his character and the firmness of 
his patriotism. In these trying times, when not a few faltered, Mr. 
Pierce proved himself, in Congress, one of the most able and rehable 
supporters of the administration. He was not a frequent debater, but 
rather a most intelligent working member, giving prompt attention to the 
business in hand; still, when occasion required it, he was ready and 
willing to throw himself into the breach, repel the attacks that were made 
by the able men in opposition, and boldly defend the Old Hero in those 
patriotic and soul-stirring speeches for which he is so celebrated. To go 
over, for four years, his votes, and recall his speeches, would be only 
adducing unnecessary proof that he gave an unfaltering support to the 
policy which has met the approving voice of a vast majority ol the Ameri- 
can people. So true was he to the democratic cause, and so agreeable 
was he in his personal address, that the President became warmly 
attached to him, and often invited him to his fireside and hospitable 
board. Mr. Pierce also continued to make warm friends among his asso- 
ciates in Congress, while h6 steadily advanced in the respect and good 
will of the citizens of his native State. He entered with them heart and 
soul into their local political contests, and the longer they tried him the 
more confidence did they feel in the purity of his character and the sound- 
ness of his principles. 

With such a reputation, Mr. Pierce was elected by a large majority of 
th^ legislature to the Senate of the United States, and took his seat at the 
extra session summoned tq, convene on the 4th of March, 1837, the day 
of the inauguration of Martin Van Buren as President. The country was 
then experiencing the efiects of a severe commercial revulsion, the neces- 
sary consequence of an extraordinary inflation of credit, and a wild and 
wide speculative mania. To prevent the government, in future, from 
unwisely stimulating trade by a use of its deposites as a basis of dis- 
count, and to secure it from again experiencing losses from a failure of 
banks, the democratic party were boldly taking ground in favor of sepa- 
rating the moneys of the government from the concerns of the banks. 
Thus, the same journal that contains the accounts of the extra session of 
the Senate, contained letters from the ex-President at the Hermitage, re- 
joicing " that the democracy are uniting upon the plan of separating the 
government from corporations of all kinds;" and the New Hampshire 
democracy, ever true to the republican cause, ever conservative to pre- 
serve the good of our polity, and ever progressive to adopt a well-based 
experiment, in democratic convention promptly put forth a voice in favor 
of this policy. It was under such auspices that Mr. Pierce, after having 
given the las( administration so constant and effectual a support, took his 
seat in the Senate. During his service in it, the array of brilliant names 
that graced it, such as had never before been seen and will not soon be 
seen again, made it indeed an illustrious body. Calhoun and Webster, 
Buchanan and Clay, Woodbury and Choate, Grundy and Crittenden, 
Wright and Southard, Walker and Preston, Rives and Benton — to say 
nothing of others — were of itj and the encounters on questions as deep 
and solemn as can arise under the constitution, were between the inief- 
lectual giants of the land. To serve for five years in such a school con- 
stitutes no small training in civil affairs, and was quite enough to render 



a mind like Mr. Pierce's fiirailiar with matters of government in all their 
varied and wide relationship. 

Mr. Pierce served in this body from 1837 to 1842, always doing his 
share of its business, and at times bearing a distinguished part in its de- 
liberations, and during the whole period he gave a cordial and unshrink- ' 
ing support to democratic measures. It is not necessary to go over his 
votes in this body. As an illustriation, however, take the action on the 
independent treasury bill, one of the test questions of the day. At a time 
when others faltered as to one of the most important and salutary meas- 
ures ever adopted, which daily vindicates its soundness, and which has 
the approving voice of the country, Mr. Pierce's voice was fearlessly 
raised in its support, and his votes were uniformly given with the friends 
of the bill. He served, among other committees, on the judiciary, oii 
military affairs, and on pensions; and though he did not occupy the flooir 
often, yet when he did speak it was to the point, evincing thorough 
knowledge of his subject, cogent reasoning, and rare powers of debate. 

The year after his election to the Senate, (1838,) Mr. Pierce changed 
his residence from his native town of Hillsborough to Concord, the place 
where he now resides, in doing this he sundered many old and endear- 
ing ties, and his friends and neighbors could not let the occasion pass 
without a manifestation of the respect and affection which they entertained 
for him; hence they invited him to a public dinner. This, however, Mr* 
Pierce declined. The correspondence on this occasion speaks for itself. 
It surely was no unmeaning compliment that could call forth the acknow- 
ledgment that in the relation of a citizen he had been to them as a son 
and a brother: 

Hillsborough, August 25, 1838. 

Sir: The democratic republicans of Hillsborough embrace the oppor- 
tunity your short stay furnishes, to tender to you an invitation to partake 
with them of a public dinner at such time as may be most convenient to 
you, before you take your leave of Hillsborough. 

In discharging the duty imposed upon them, the committee beg leave 
to assure you that the tender they make is no unmeaning compliment. 

Your childhood was with them, and so have been your riper years. 
Educated in their midst, one of themselves, the ties that have so long 
bound you to them cannot be easily sundered; and it would be doing 
violence to their feelings to suffer the present occasion to pass without an 
opportunity of calling up those recollections that will ever be to them a 
source of the highest satis&ctioii. 

You have stood by them at all times. You have been to them, even as 
a son and a brother. Their interests have been your interests, their feel- 
ings your feelings. And it is with the sincerest pleasure that they offer 
you this testimonial, however small, of the estimate they place upon your 
character, public and private. 

The committee cannot but express their regret at the necessity which 
is about to separate you from the republican citizens of Hillsborough. 
Long and intimately have you been known to them; and wherever you 
may go, they beg leave to assure you that you will cany with you their 
kindest wishes for your welfare. 

With esteem and respect, we have the honor to be yours, &c., 

TlSiOTHX ytX^fi^^^ ^*^. 

Hoa. Frakkun Pierce. 



Hillsborough^ September 16, 1838. 

Gentlemen: Your letter in behalf of the democratic republicans of 
Hillsborough, inviting me to partake of a public dinner at such time as 
might suit my convenience, was duly received. 

Sincerely desirous of exchanging salutations with all my friends, before 
those relations which have so long subsisted between us should be sev- 
ered, I have delayed giving an answer, with the hope that my other en- 
gagements would allow me this pleasure. In this expectation I am sorry 
to say I find myself disappointed. I have received too many substantial 
evidences of the kind regard aiid true friendship of the citizens of Hills- 
borough to need any new assurance of their partiality; and yet I would 
not disguise the fact that your testimony at parting, as to the manner in 
which my duties in public and private life have been discharged, is flat- 
tering to my feelings — especially so, as coming from those who have 
known me longest and most intimately. 

I shall leave Hillsborough with no ordinary regret. There are a thousand 
reasons why it cannot be otherwise. I have hiiherto known no other home. 
Here have been passed many of the happiest days and nK>nths of my 
life. With these streams and mountains are associated most of the de- 
lightful recollections of buoyant and happy boyhood; and in my early in- 
tercourse with the generous, independent, and intelligent yeomanry of 
Hillsborough, I became attached to and learned how highly to appreciate 
that class of the community which constitutes the true nobility of this 
country. I need hardly say that I shall never cease to remember my 
)>irth-place with pride as well as affection, and with still more pride shall 
I recollect the steady, unqualified, and generous confidence which has 
been reposed in me by its inhabitants. 

With unfeigned regret, gentlemen, that I am unable to accept the invi- 
tation you have communicated in such kind and flattering terms, please 
to accept for yourselves, and to communicate to my fellow-citizens whose 
ergans you are on this occasion, the assurance of my warm thanks and 
sincerest interest in whatever relates to their prosperity and happiness, 
individually and collectively. 

I am, gentlemen, with the highest respect, your friend and obedient 
servant, 

FRANK. PIERCE. 

Timothy Wyman, Esq. 

. Mr. Pierce's course in Congress had (1840) elicited much commenda- 
tion. Of his speeches that were widely circulated was one on revolu- 
tionary claims, which was pronounced *'a masterly analysis," sound in 
its principle and construction, and thorough in its business details. His 
speech on the Florida war, also, was commended as a dignified vindica- 
tion of the administration against the party assaults that had been made 
on it. " New Hampshire," said the Boston Post, (June 19, 1840,) " has 
just cause of pride in her youthful senator. To a grace and modesty of 
manner which always attract when he addresses the Senate, he has added 
severe application to business, and a thorough knowledge of his subject 
10 all its relations; and hence it is, though one of the youngest, he is 
one of the most influential in the distinguished body of which he is a 
member. Without seeking popularity as a debater, Mr. Pierce, in the 
quiet and untiriog pursuit of public duty, and the conscientious dis- 



charge of private responsibility, has acquired a permanent reputation, 
which places him among the most useful and efficient public men in the 
country. Long may he enjoy it.'' 

In 1840 the presidential contest occurred that resulted in the election of 
General Harrison as President. General Pierce engaged in this struggle 
with hils characteristic zeal and energy; and his services were much 
sought for, and were freely given. Though others of the sons of the 
Granite State, and its press, were equally zealous, yet it was owing much 
to his lar^e personal influence that the State remained firm when other 
democratic States yielded to the storm. Though a change of rulers was 
effected, yet the financial policy upon which the democratic party stood 
remains unchanged, and is now daily vindicating itself by its quiet, 
beneficent, and efficient action. 

It was after such a contest, in which might temporarily prevailed over 
right — in which, so far as platforms were concerned on the whig side, all 
was loose, indefinite, uncommittal, excepting only the generous promise 
of better times, and on the democratic side were the frankest declaration 
of principles and boldest discussion of policy — that Mr. Pierce re-entered 
the Senate at the extra session called by President Harrison. Then New 
Hampshire made herself heard and felt in a way that drew towards 
her the eyes of the whole country. Mr. Pierce's colleague was Levi 
Woodbury, fresh from the Treasury Department, with a large financial 
experience, ready statistics, and great analytical ability. Mr. Pierce wfis 
chagrined at the unfair manner in which his party had been overthrown. 
Democrats in that body were in a minority, and, it is not unjust to add, 
in the presence of a dictatorial and overbearing majority, more willing to 
act than to defend their action. 

The debates of this extra session speak for themselves. Levi Wood- 
bury not merely refuted the electioneering financial statements of whig 
orators, but most successfully encountered all who attempted to controvert 
him; and it is not too much to say that there was no match, on financial 
points, for him in the Senate, and he absolutely Waterlooed his antago- 
nists. Franklin Pierce was not behind his colleague, and did not hesitate 
to encounter even Mr. Webster in the debates. On one occasion he 
occupied the morning hour of three days (June 30, July 1 and 2, 1841) 
in a speech characterized by such a scathing exhibition of facts, such 
closeness of reasoning, such force of eloquence, as to render it one fit to 
be made in such a body. This effort on removals fi-om office was warmly- 
commended and widely circulated by democratic journals. And if 
figures in the hands of Woodbury made havoc with the fancy financial 
statements of whig leaders, professions as to proscribing proscription, com- 
pared with the facts of the removals from office, in the. hands of Pierce 
they made a most discreditable exhibit of whig partisan tactics. "That 
removals," he exclaimed, " have occurred, is not the thing of which I 
complain; I complain of your hypocrisy. I charge that your press and 
your leading orators made promises to the nation which they did not 
intend to redeem, and which they now vainly attempt to cover up by 
cobwebs." 

In 1842 Mr. Pierce had served nine years in Congress. He was on^ - 
of the youngest rnen who have held a seat in either branch, having at- 
tained but little more than the constitutional age when he took his seat 
both in the House and the Senate v^^^ ^^X Vv\s\i^'mTL^^'?^^^^5>a^^^ 
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have made its mark on the public men of the time» Gentlemen of all 
parties bear willing testimony to the high sense of honor^ the general 
utility, the unvarying courtesy^ that marked his course. He won the 
reputation — and it is no small one — of being a valuable member of both 
branches — prompt in attending to the business of his committees, with 
real work in him, and with great debating talent to present his case 
clearly and eflSciently. This sort of labor makes but little show ; but it 
is most usefiil and valuable to a constituency and the country. His rep- 
utation at that time as a man is thus concisely given in a recent Wash- 
ington .letter, addressed to the editor of the ^^ Puritan^" a religious paper. 
The writer says : 

^*0f Franklin Pierce I cannot do otherwise than speak well; for it 
happened to me, during a short term of official service in Bowdoin Col- 
lege, during the presidency of Dr. Allen, to know him as a scholar there, 
and, while resident in this region, to know him as a senator. A very 
frank, gentlemanly, unobtrusive man is he, stronely devoted to his po- 
litical principles, kind and constant in his friendships, venerating the 
institutions of religion, and, while living here^ attended upon the most 
evangelical preaching in the city." 

It would be easy to present columns of Mr. Pierce's speeches. These, 
together with his votes, present him as a politician of the Virginia school, 
in favor of an economical administration of the general government, of a 
strict construction of the constitution, and as a republican of the Jeffer- 
sonian cast. They present him as one who has uniformly acted accord- 
ing to fixed principles, swerving neither for sympathy nor friendship nor 
interest from the constitutional path, but, under the guidance of this, 
honestly and fearlessly performing his public duties. They show him to 
be thoroughly identified with the principles and measures of the great 
party which, for so many years since the adoption of the present frame of 
government, has successfully, in peace and war, carried the country on- 
ward and upward. 

Mr. Pierce's various speeches on the abolition question, commencing 
when first a member of the House, and continuing almost to the close of 
his senatorial term, will serve to give his views on the living question 
now before the country. On this point he has pursued but one course, 
and it has always been decided and frank. He has declared from the 
first that he regarded the schemes of the abolitionists mad and fanatical, 
and prejudicial in their consequences to all sections of the Union. He 
avowed that no valuable end could be gained by an agitation of the sub- 
ject in Congress ; and when petitions poured in, asking for the abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia, he was frank to oppose the prayer 
of the petitioners. This object was but their opening door. He declared 
it to be impossible to read a single number of leading abolition periodicals 
without perceiving that their object stopped at no point short of emanci- 
pation in the States. Now, Congress had no constitutional power to in- 
terfere with slavery in the States; consequently Mr. Pierce said, in 1838— 

** The citizen of New Hampshire is no more responsible, morally or 

pcliticaily, for the existence and continuance of this domestic institution 

m Virginia or Maryland, than he would be for the existence of any 

similar institutirn in France or Persia. Why? Because these are matters 

ever which the States^ respectively, when delegating a portion of their 
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powers, to be exercised by the general government, retained the whole 
and exclusive control, and for which they are alone responsible. 

^^ Now let these doctrines be universally understood and admitted, and 
you take one great step towards satisfying the consciences of honest but 
misguided people in one section of the country, and quieting the irrita- 
tion, for which there has been too much cause, in the other.*' 

Again, in 1840, he thus expressed his views on this subject: 

" I do earnestly hope that every honest man who has sincerely at his 
heart the best interests of the slave and the master, may no longer be 
governed by a blind zeal and impulse, but be led to examine this subject, 
so full of delicacy and danger in all its bearings; and that when called 
upon to lend their names and influence to the cause of agitation, they 
may remember that we live under a written constitution, which is the 
panoply and protection of the South as well as the North; that it covers 
the whole Union, and is equally a guarantee for the unmolested enjoy • 
ment of the domestic institution in all its parts; and I trust, further, that 
they will no longer clo^e their eyes to the fact, that so far as those in 
whose welfare they express so much feeling are concerned, this foreign 
interference has been, and must inevitably continue to be, evil, and only 
evil." 

Once more: In 1841 he raised his voice against the policy which, 
under the rule of the whig Seward men of the day, rewarded the aboli- 
tion faction with public confidence and emolument, and thus held out 
to them not only encouragement, but urgent stimulants to persevere in 
their incendiary measures. And in eloquent notes of warning he pre- 
dicted that, although the public mind was not then agitated on this 
subject, the repose would pro^ie illusory; that there was below the surface 
a profound movement, receiving new impulses, that would ere long shake 
the Union to its centre; and he declared then that it was his pride and 
pleasure to be associated with such a party as existed in New Hampshire, 
which had with one voice and one heart been in favor of putting down 
this politico-religious fanaticism, and been against any interference with 
the rights secured to the States by the constitution. 

In 1842 Mr. Pierce resigned his seat in the Senate, in the following 
letter: 

Washington, February 28, 1842. 

Sir: Having informed the governor of New Hampshire that on this day 
my seat in the Senate of the United States would become vacant by resig- 
nation, I have thought proper to communicate the fact to you and the 
Senate. 

In severing the relations that have so long subsisted between the gen- 
tlemen with whom 1 have been associated, my feeling of pain and regret 
will readily be appreciated by those who know that, in all my intercourse 
during the time I have been a member of the body, no unpleasant occur- 
rence has ever taken place to disturb for a moment my agreeable relations 
with any individual senator. 

With a desire for the peace and happiness of you all, for which now, 
in the fullness of my heart, I find no forms of expression, I have the 
honor to be, with the highest consideration, your obedient servant, 

FRANK. PIERCE. 

Hon. Samuel L. Southard^ President of ikA Seiuite^ 
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The following is General Pierce's letter of resignation addressed to the 
governor; referred to: 

Washington, February 16, 1842. 

Sir: Circumstances interesting chiefly to myself, and with which, of 
course, I shall not trouble my constituents, have induced me to resign 
my seat in the United States Senate. My resignation is herewith tendered, 
to take effect from and after the 28th instant. 

I may be permitted barely to remark, that having been called to public 
life by a constituency to whom I shall never cease to feel profoundly 
grateful, soon after I became of age, and having been continuously in 
tfieir service from that period to the present, I feel the need of the quiet 
which can only be enjoyed by the private citizen, and the necessity of 
attending to my personal affairs and professional pursuits. Those who 
have extended to me a friendship always warm, and a confidence that 
has never faltered, will cheerfully excuse me, especially as they have 
better and abler men to take my place. I should, however, be mortified 
to believe that he who shall succeed me, either by your appointment or 
by the voice of the representative body of the people, will bring to the 
public service a more anxious desire to maintain the honor of our beloved 
State, or a more determined purpose truly to represent not only the inter- 
ests but the spirit of her intelligent and gallant people. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, your excellency's obe- 
dient servant, 

FRANK. PIERCE. 

His Excellency John Page, 

HaverhUly N, H. 

Thus did a young man only thirty-seven years of age voluntarily resign 
one of the highest and the most honorable offices in the gift of the Ameri- 
can nation, and with the fixed purpose of not entering public life, so as 
to be separated from his family, unless his country in a time of war should 
call for his services. And this was a period of life when ambition, tha 
love of power, the desire of preferment, is apt to be the strongest. His 
future promised all this. Such had been the exhibition of talent that 
commands respect and the qualities that attract regard, that he might 
without presumption have aspired to any place in the gift of his country- 
men. But these considerations did not move him. He laid aside his 
senatorial robe without regret, and sought that retirement which an ele- 
vated patriotism and cultivated taste so ardently covet. Such a course 
as this is at best uncommon, so rarely is it that ofiice seeks the man — 
80 common has it been for ambition to prostitute much that marks public 
virtue, to grasp at place. 

For the next five years Mr. Pierce closely applied himself to the prac- 
tice of his profession. It is doing him no more than justice to say that 
here he was eminendy successful, and won his way to the first rank 
among the eminent lawyers of his native State. To those who are ac- 
quainted with the legal character of the State, this is not small praise. 
The men who fixed the standard of talent at the New Hampshire bar 
were Jeremiah Mason, Daniel Webster j Levi Woodbury, Smith, Sulli- 
van, Bartlett, Fletcher, and Bell; no one of whom would have held A 
secondary position at any bar in this country, and any one of whom 
would have been a man o{ rank in WesXmiustet Hall-, forming, together, 
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an array of legal ability, which, if equalled, has never been surpassed in 
this country. And while we do not claim for General Pierce the all but 
legal intuition of Mason, who, as a mere lawyer, was the leader of them 
all, nor the colossal strength of Webster, and while some of the others 
may possibly have surpassed him in some individual traits of intellect, 
yet for skill and ability in presenting a case to the jury, and for success 
in obtaining verdicts, he was surpassed by none of them — not even by 
the tact and artistic skill of Ichabod Bartlett, who has been so felicitously 
called the ** Randolph of the North," nor by Sullivan, the silver t^nes of 
whose voic« fell upon the jury like a spell. 

General Pierce is truly a most eloquent advocate. His style is chaste; 
his diction rich and classic; his reasoning vigorous and strong; while by 
his brief but grand and fervid appeals to the loftier sentiments of our 
nature, he enforces the lesson that his argument had previously taught* 
His easy and continuous flow of speech pours onward in full volume, as 
if fed from an exhaustless fountain. His efforts are marked no less by 
insight into character, and uniform good sense, than by close reasoning 
and eloquent appeal. Hence he attained a practice in an extraordinary 
degree hicrative and respectable. While his associates bear testimony to 
his honorable manner of conducting his cases, his clients found him able, 
prompt, and faithful. 

In 1845 Mr. Pierce was appointed'by the governor of New Hampshire 
a senator in Congress to fill the unexpired term of Levi Woodbury, but 
tliis he declined. The following is tht correspondence that took place 
between Governor Steele and Mr. Pierce on this occasion: 

State op New Hampshire, 

Concordy October 9, 1845. 

Dear Sir: It has become my duty to appoint a senator to the Senate 
of the United States to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of 
Hon. Levi Woodbury. And as I know of no one whose appointment 
will give more general satisfaction to the citizens of this State than that 
of yourself, I therefore tender to you, sir, the office of senator to the Sen- 
ate of the United States from the date of these presents until the pleasure 
of the legislature of this State shall be made known at their next session. 

Truly yours, 

JOHN H. STEELE, 
Governor of the State of New Hampshire. 
Hon. Franklin Pierce. 



CoNcoRB, October 11, 1845. 

Sir: On my return to town last night I found your official letter of the 
9th inst. I acknowledge, with unfeigned gratitude, this evidence of your 
confidence, and regret, on many accounts, that I cannot accept the ap- 
pointment. 

It would be pleasant again to meet many with whom I was for years 
associated — pleasant to accede to your wishes and the wishes of other 
true and long-tried friends — pleasant »to maintain, as well as I might be 
able, the interests and honor of our State in the exalted station you have 
been pleased to assign me. But with a\l Xh^^ c,o\vs\^^\^v\^\ns» x^:^^^'^'^ 
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acceptance, I find others, which, fiiirl^ weighed, constrain me to decline. 
My personal wishes and purposed in 1842, when I resigned a seat in the 
Senate, were, as I supposed, so perfectly understood, that I have not for 
a moment contemplated a return to public life. Without adverting to 
other grounds, which would have much influence in forming my deci- 
sion, the situation of my business, professional and otherwise j is such 
that it would be impossible for me to leave the State suddenly, as I should 
be called upon to do, and be absent for months, without sacrificing to a 
certain extent the interests and disregarding the reasonable expectations 
of those who rely upon my services. 

That my interest in the honor of New Hampshire, and my devotion to 
the great principles, the firm maintenance of which has secured to her a 

Sroud position and an enviable name in all parts of the Union, suffer no 
iminution in retirement, I trust may be made sufficiently apparent in 
every contest through which we may be called to pass in support of those 
principles, and in vindication of that honor. 

I am, with the highest consideration^ your excellency's obliged firiend 
and servant, 

PRANK. PIERCE. 
His Excellency John H. Steele. 

At the State convention of the democratic party, subsequently holden 
October 19, 1848, he was tendered the nomination of governor, but he 
unhesitatingly declined the high honor. He was engaged in the trial of 
an important cause in court, during the sitting of the convention; but 
when he learned that the delegates were about to put him in nomination, 
he obtained pemiission to be absent from the court-house a few moments, 
and proceeding to the hall of the convention, he tendered the democ- 
racy there assembled his thanks for the honor they had done him, and 
congratulated them upon the prospects before them, in a speech 
which the newspapers of that date speak of as surpassingly eloquent and 
forcible. 

We extract the following from the speech as reported at the time : 

" What he had learned before hp came into the convention, as well as 
what had just been stated by his friend, (Mr. Swasey,) in relation to the 
sentiments of an assembly of delegates so numerous, so respectable, so 
directly from the people, could not but awaken in his bosom deep emo- 
tion ; indeed, he must confess a degree of sensibility which almost un- 
fitted him for the utterance of the few remarks which his engagements 
would permit him to make. Could it be otherwise ? It was now twenty 
years since he had first had participation in the politics of the State and 
nation, of greater or less extent ; and in all that time he had received 
firom the party with which it had been his pride and pleasure to act, 
nothing but manifestations of the same partiality and kindness to him 
personally which was exhibited here to-day. 

" Bound, then, to the democracy, not only by ties of common principles, 
and extensive relations of long personal friendship, but by every obliga- 
tion of gratitude, he could not, of course, feel otherwise than deeply in- 
terested in all that related to the maintenance of those principles and the 
success of that party. Although when he resigned his seat in the United 
States Senate it was with the purpose of disconnecting himself entirely 
Jlvm public oMce, and from any active participaiioa in politics, his attach* 
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iTient to his party had never grown cold, nor his confidence in the sound- 
ness of its leading principles ev^r been shaken.'' 

When Hon. John P. Hale came out in opposition to the democratic 
party, and the democrats put a new candidate in nomination, Mr. Pierce 
sustained this movement with his accustomed frankness and zeal, although 
Mr. Hale, from his college days, had been his warm personal friend. He 
accepted the office of district attorney of New Hampshire, as the duties 
of this were in the line of his profession. This office he held until 1847. 

In 1846, President Polk, who had served in Congress with him, and 
appreciated his brilliant genius, sound principles, and administrative 
talent, invited him to a seat in his cabinet. The letter of Col. Polk is 
alike honorable to both. The President «ays : 

"It gives me sincere pleasure to invite you to accept a place in my cab- 
inet, by tendering to you the office of Attorney General of the United 
States. I have selected you for this important office from my personal 
knowledge of you, and without the solicitation or suggestion of any one. 
I have done so because I have no doubt your personal association with 
me would be pleasant, and from the consideration that in the discharge of 
the duties of the office you could render me important aid in conducting 
my administration. In this instance, at least, the office has sought the 
man, and not the man the office, and 1 hope you may accept it." 

Mr. Pierce declined this flattering oflfer in the following terms: 

Concord, N. H., September 6, 1846. 

My Dear Sir: Your letter of the 27th was received a week since. 
Nothing could have been more unexpected; and, considering the im- 
portance of the proposition in a great variety of aspects, I trust you wjU 
not think there has been an unreasonable delay in arriving at a decision. 
With my pursuits for the last few years, and my present tastes, no posi- 
tion, if 1 were in a situation, on the whole, to desire public employment, 
could be so acceptable as the one which your partiality has proffered. 

I ought not, perhaps, in justice to the high motives by which I know 
you are governed, to attribute your selection to personal friendship; but 
I cannot doubt that your judgment in the matter has been somewhat 
warped by your feelings. When I saw the manner in which you had 
cast your cabinet I was struck by the feet, that from the entire range of 
my acquaintance formed at Washington, you could not have called around 
you men with whom it was my fortune to be better acquainted, or of 
whom I entertained a more delightful recollection, than Mr. Buchanan, 
' Mr. Walker, Mr. Mason, and Mr. Johnson. A place in your cabinet, 
therefore^ so far as personal association is concerned, could not be more 
agreeable had the whole been the subject of my own choice. 

When I add, your important measures in the foreign and home admin- 
istration of the government have commanded not merely the approbation 
of my judgment, but my grateful acknowledgments as an American citi- 
zen, yott will see how desirable, on every ground connected with your 
administration, the office tendered would be to me ; and yet, after mature 
consideration, I am constrained to dechne. Although the eaily years of 
my manhood were devoted to public life, it was never really suited to my 
taste. I longed, as I am sure you must ofiea ha.v^4oYL<i^^^\^3M6Q^j&^ 



14 

and independence that belong only to the private citizen; and novr, at 
forty, I feel that desire stronger than ever. 

Coming unexpectedly as this offer does, it would be difficult, if not im- 
possible, to arrange the business of an extensive practice between this 
and the first of November in a manner at all satisfactory to myself or to 
those who have committed their interests to my care, and who rely on 
my services. Besides, yDU know that Mrs. Pierce's health while at 
Washington was very delicate — it is, I fear, even more so now — and the 
responsibilities which the proposed change would necessarily impose upon 
her, ought probably in themselves to constitute an insurmountable objec- 
tion to leaving our quiet home for a public station at Washington. 

When I resigned my seat in the Senate in 1842, 1 did it with the fixed 
purpose never again to be voluntarily separated from my family for any 
considerable length of time, except at the call of my country in time of 
war; and yet this consequence, lor the reason before stated and on account 
of climate, would be very Ukely to result from my acceptance. 

These are some of the considerations which have influenced my deci- 
sion. You will, I am sure, appreciate my motives. You will not believe 
that I have weighed my personal convenience and ease against the public 
interest, especially as the office is one which, if not sought, would be 
readily accepted by gentlemen who could bring to your aid attainments 
and qualifications vai^t'y superior to mine. 

Accept my grateful acknowledgments, and believe me truly and faith- 
fully your fi:iend, 

FRANK. PIERCEL 

The good taste, beauty, and modesty of this letter need no words of 
commendation. 

When Mr. Pierce thus declined the appointment so honorably tendered 
to him by President Polk, he stated that he did it with the fixed purpose 
to await the call of his country in a time of war ere he again separated 
from his family. The breaking out of the Mexican war was a summons 
to him to engage again in public service. When the requisition was. 
made upon the State of New Hampshire for a battalion of volunteers, he 
was one of the first to put his name upon the roll as a private in the com- 
pany raised in Concord, and in this capacity he drilled in its ranks. 
When the ten-regiment bill was passed by Congress, the President, who 
had served with Mr. Pierce and appreciated his sterling qualities of head 
and heart, tendered to him the appointment of colonel of the ninth, which 
was promptly accepted. When the law for the organization of the new 
ten regiments was passed, the President tendered Mr. Pierce the appoint- 
ment of brigadier general. This selection was hailed in all parts of the 
country as a happy one. " From his earliest manhood," says the Nash- 
ville Union, September, 1847, "General Pierce has been the boast of the 
New Hampshire democracy. From his father, a distinguished officer in 
the Revolution, he inherited all those qualities of courage, coolness,, and 
energy which qualify a man for command. And he also possesses q«iali-> 
ties as a statesman of the highest order. That he will distinguish himself 
wherever distinction is to be won, his multitude of acquaintances, in all 
the States of the Union, of all parties, will vouch." 

The brave Ransom was of this regiment, and Colonel Pierce wrote to 
A&sident Polk and ur^ed bim to appoint Ransom to the coouuand. The 
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President, however, thought fit to do otherwise. His commission as 
brigadier general is dated March 3, 1847. At this point General Low, a 
patriotic citizen of Concord, New Hampshire — as he stated in 1847, on 
the occasion of General Pierce's return — asked him if it were true that he 
had decided to sunder the tender lies of husband and father, and yield 
the enjoyments and comforts of home, to maintain the cause of his coun- 
try. General Pierce's reply was : 

^' I have accepted of the commission. I could not do otherwise. I was 
pledged to do it. When I left the Senate, it was with a fixed purpose of 
devoting myself exclusively to my profession, with the single reservation 
that if my country should become engaged in war, I would ever hold 
myself in readiness to serve her in the field, if called upon to defend her 
honor and maintain her rights. War has come, and my plighted word 
must and shall be redeemed." 

General Pierce's headquarters, for a short time, were at the Tremont 
House, Boston, where, with his noble, and gallant friend, the lamented 
Ransom, he engaged diligently and energetically in the work of prepara- 
tion. There, as he departed for the post of duty and danger, he took' 
leave of many friends. One of them expressed a hope that he would 
return in safety and in honor. " I will come back with honor, or I will 
not come bick," was his reply. 

General Pierce sailed from Newport in the barque Kepler. Many of the 
troops on board being sick, suffered from the want of water, having been 
placed on short allowance. General Pierce, on receiving his allowance, 
mingled with the suffering soldiers and made them share his part. It was 
but the commencement of that universal care for the brave men under 
him, and uniform kindness and attention to them that was characteristic 
of his nature and marked his whole course through the campaign. He 
arrived at Vera Cruz June 28. Here he encountered a pestilential camp^ 
and was himself taken sick. Still he was ever mindful of his companions 
in arms. He lent funds freely to the needy, and was often seen among 
the wearied soldiers cheering them on. In spite of disease his loss here 
was but trifling; and, after delays to procure materials which the future 
comfort, safety, and health of his conmiand rendered absolutely neces- 
sary, he left Vera Cruz in the middle of the hot month of July, with one 
of the largest reinforcements and most extensive trains that had started for 
the interior since General Scott's departure. His brigade consisted of the 
ninth regiment, New England men; the twelfth, men from Texas, Mis- 
souri, Arkansas, northern Mississippi, and Louisiana; and the fifteenth^ 
raised in Ohio, Iowa, Wisconsin, Michigan, the eastern part of Missouri^ 
and the western part of Indiana — in all about twenty-five hundred men. 
His line of niarch was beset by Mexicans and guerilla bands, determined 
to intercept all reinforcements on their way to the American commander, 
and do the work of plunder and massacre; and the object of General 
Pierce was, not to seek encounters with the enemy, but to present to his 
superior the greatest number of troops in the best condition that it was 
possible for him to do^ 

On the &st of August General Pierce, at Perote, advised General Scott 
of the state of his command. It consisted, to a great extent, of northern 
recruits, able and willing men, and in fine condition, so far as health was 
concerned. He had lost bui one man by the vomito at Vera Gcuz^ani 
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none by that disease on the march ; and though the bridge at San Jaan 
had been partially destroyed, the main arch at Plan del Rio had been 
blown up, and he had been five times attacked, yet he says he had really 
encountered nothing that could be construed into serious resistance. " I 
shall bring to your command," the General informs his chief, ^* about 
twenty-four hundred of all arms. To-morrow morning, at four o'clock, I 
shall leave here for Puebla, and shall make the march in five days." 

General Pierce joined General Scott at Puebla, August 6, with his com- 
mand in fine condition. On the next day, August 7, the American a;rmy 
moved forward to fight the great battles of the valley of Mexico, which 
resulted in the waving of the American flag over the halls of the Monte- 
zumas. It is not necessary to describe events so honorable to the officers 
who directed them, and to the country that sent them forth. It yrill be 
sufficient to state, in a concise and summary way, such, personal service 
as fell to the lot of General Pierce. His whole career in Mexico, from the 
time he landed in Vera Cruz until he left the conquered city, was of such 
a character as to have won the admiration of the officers of the regular 
army, and the love of the men. He exhibited gallantry before the enemy, 
and proved himself, in the words of one of the old officers who saw him 
act, ^^emifiently the friend and fat her of his command,^^ 

General Pierce was at Vera Cruz with twenty-five hundred men in 
June, 1847, when, contrary to his expectations, he was obliged to remain 
more than three weeks, in consequence of the want of requisite provisions^ 
while he was for more than four weeks in the tierra caiiente, the vomito 
region. At length he marched from Tera Cruz with a train, which, when 
closed up, extended two miles. He went through a country and over a 
road strong in natural defences, swarming witli^ guerillas, dogged at every 
step by a wily enemy, with constant alarms and reports of attacks, and 
was assaulted six times on his march ; and yet he reached Puebla without 
the loss of a single wagon, and with his command in fine order. The 
conduct of the general in this march — his energy, his sleepless vigilance, 
coolness in difficulty, good judgment and skill in availing himselif of the 
services of his staff — won the highest encomiums from military men 
of the old line, and elicited the warm commendations of General Scott. 
This march alone proved him to possess the qualities of an able and suc- 
cessful commander. 

General Pierce was in action at the National Bridge. Here the Mexi- 
cans were strongly posted. The place furnished strong natural advantages. 
Across the main bridge they had thrown a barricade, and on a high bluff 
' which commanded it they had added breastworks. There was no way 
in which this position could be turned, and the General's artillery would 
have been ineffective for the most commanding point in which it could 
be placed. He determined to cross under the fire of the enemy's esco- 
pettes. His order to storm these works was admirably executed. Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Bonham's battalion rushed forward with a shout^ under a 
heavy fire from the enemy that struck down many of his men. But they 
pressed forward and leaped the barricade, followed by Captain Duperu's 
company of cavalry. In ten minutes the enemy were in flight in eveiy 
direction. General Pierce was by the side of Colonel Bonham in this 
attack. Both had narrow escapes. The Colonel's horse was shot, and a 
ball passed through the rim of the General's hat. This was a well-devised 
and gallant affair ^ and the fame of it went before General Pierce^ and he 
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was handsomely spoken of in the army. This was the first action of 
much account in which he was engaged. 

General Pierce was again in action at Contreras on the 19th of August. 
His brigade was ordered to attack the enemy in front. He came in sight 
of the Mexicans at two o'clock in the afternoon, and led his men in the 
attack. He was under a galling fire of the enemy ihree hours. 

General Scott's ofiicial account of General Pierce is that of being " more ' 
than three hours under a heavy fire of artillery and muskets along the 
almost impassable ravine in front and to the left of the entrenched camp. 
Besides twenty- two pieces of artillery, the camp and ravine were defended 
closely by masses of infantry, and these again supported by clouds of 
cavalry at hand and hovering in view." This was the front of the ene- 
my's works at Contreras. The gallant ninth and twelfth regiments of 
infantry — General Pierce's command — moved with great alacrity and 
coolness, and to the admiration of the ^rmy, for three-fourths of a mile, 
under a heavy fire of round shot and shells, to a position which they 
nobly maintained from two till nine o'clock p. m. As he was lead- 
ing fiis brigade through a perfect shower of round shot and shells firom 
the strong entrenchments in front and the musketry of the infantry, his 
horse, being at full speed, fell under him upon a ledge of rocks. He 
sustained severe injury by the shock and bruises, but especially by a 
severe sprain in his left knee, which came under him. At first he was 
not conscious of being much hurt, but soon becatne exceedingly faint. 
Dr. Ritchie, a surgeon in his command, assisted him and administered 
to him. In a few moments he was able with difficulty to walk, when he 
pressed forward to Captain Magruder's battery. Here he found the horse 
of Lieutenant Johnson, who had just received a mortal wound. He was 
permitted to take this horse, was assisted into the saddle, and continued 
in it until eleven o'clock that night. At nine o'clock he was the senior 
officer on the field, when he ordered his command to a new position. 
The night was dark, the rain poured in torrents, land the ground was 
difficult, yet the General kept still on duty. At one o'clock, in his bi- 
vouac, he received orders from General Scott by General Twiggs and 
Captain Lee, when, at the head of his command, he moved to take 
another position, to be in readiness to aid in the operations of the next 
morning. Such was General Pierce's service in the afternoon and night 
of August 19. 

At daylight on the morning of the 20th his command assailed the ene* 
my with great intrepidity, and contributed much to the consummation of 
the work begun on the previous day. That morning Valencia, with 
seven thousand troops, was defeated. General Pierce still kept the sad- 
dle, and was at the head of his brigade. He was ordered to pursue the 
flying enemy, and as he passed the enemy's works the scene was awful; 
the road, he says, and adjacent fields, everywhere strewed with the man- 
gled bodies of the dead and the dying. ^^ We continued the pursuit,'* 
he says, ^^ until one o'clock, when our front came up with the enemy's 
strong works at Churubusco and San Antonio." Then, after one o'clock, 
ttiis great conflict commenced. 

Ax San Angel dispositions had been made to attack in reverse the 
enemy^a works on the San Augustine road. Gen. Scott ordered him to 
march his brigade, in concert With that of the intrepid General Shields^ 
across the open country between Saala C^.\»x\mc ^jA ^icia ^q\^ ^ss^-^Ns^. 
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order to cut "off the retreat of the enemy. This position was promptly 
reached. The enemy's line was found in perfect order, extending as far 
in either direction as the eye could reach, and presenting a splendid 
show. He was vigorously and successfully attacked. At the head of 
his command^ General Pierce arrived at a ditch which it was impossible 
for his horse to leap. He dismounted, and, without thinking of his in- 
jury, he hurried forward at the head of his brigade, for about three 
hundred yards, into the midst of the enemy^s fire. Turning suddenly 
upon his knee — the cartilage of which had been badly injured — ^he fainted, 
and fell upon a bank in direct range and within perfect reach of the 
Mexican shot. The route of the Mexican force was soon complete. 
Colonel O'Hara, who saw him and served with him in this battle, says 
^^ he was found in the foremost rank of battle, and through most of that 
bloody day he was the spirit of the wing in which he was placed." 

This was the first time that he fought under Scott's eye, who, in his 
despatch, terms him " the gallant Gen. Pierce.'^ That noble soldier. 
Gen. Worth, too, in his official report, acknowledges his obligations and 
expresses his admiration of his gallant bearing. Gen. Pillow, also, says 
in his official report, (August §4, 1847,) "Brig. Gen. Pierce, though 
badly injured by the fall of his horse while gallantly leading his brigade 
into the thickest of the battle on the 19th, did not quit the field, but con- 
tinued in command of his brigade, two regiments of which — the 9ih and 
12th infantry, under the immediate command of the gallant Colonel Ran- 
som and Lieut. Colonel Bonham on the 19th, and Captain Woods on the 
20th — assailed the enemy's work in front, at daylight, with great iotre;> 
pidity, and contributed much to the glorious consummation of the work 
so handsomely commenced on the preceding day," While the official 
reports of Gen. Pierce's superior officers are thus ample as to his bearing, 
those of inferior grade are not less so. An officer oi the ninth regiment, 
writing from Mexico in 1847, of Gen. Pierce says : ^' I imagine 1 can 
see him now upon that black horse jat Contreras. He gave us a word or 
two as we filed past, in a shower of shot and shells, in return for which 
we gave him a cheer. I saw him, too, at Churubusco, notwithstanding 
he was hardly able to sit on his horse, with the bullets flying around him." 

General Pierce's next service was his connexion with the armistice, 
which the enemy asked, it was supposed, with a view to peace. He had 
not taken off his spurs nor slept an hour for two nights, in consequence 
of the pain of his knee and his engagements in the field. It was after he 
had been borne insensible from the battle, and had just recovered from 
his faintness, that he received notice of the honorable distinction that had 
been conferred upon him, in being appointed one of the commissioners to 
arrange the terms of an armisrice. He obeyed the summons, was helped 
into his saddle, rode two and a half miles to Tacubaya, and met the com- 
missioners at the house of Mr. Mcintosh, the British consul general. 
The conference commenced late in the afternoon, and at four the next 
morning the articles were signed. The result is well known. American 
liberality and humanity were repaid by Mexican treachery and falsehood. 
On the 7th of September hostilities were renewed. The American army, 
after another series of brilliant feats of arms, hoisted, on the morning of 
the 14th of September, the Arrierican flag on the National Palace. Among 
them were the battles of Molino del Rey on the Sth, and of Chepultepec 
on the 12th ^ 13thj and 14th. 
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General Pierce's next service was in connexion with the battle of Mo- 
lino del Rey, September 8th. His brigade was ordered into action by 
Gen. Scott, who commended the zeal and rapidity of its movement. 
Though the battle had been decided before it reached the field, yet Gen. 
Pierce brought his command under fire in such fine order as to win praise 
from the old officers. Here he was for some time engaged in the honor- 
able service of covering the removal of killed and wounded, and the cap- 
tured ammunition, from the field. While so occupied— Col. Riley in his 
official report writes—" the 2d infantry— temprarily under the orders of 
Brigadier General Pierce— became engaged with the enemy's skirmishers 
at the foot of Chepultepec." In this battle J. H. Warland, an officer of 
the army, writes, (1847,) that the New England regiment was ordered to 
take off the dead and wounded and cover the withdrawal of the troops 
from the field. Th* duty assigned was an honorable one and was wor- 
thily performed. General Pierce led a portion of his brigade before the 
blazing fire of the enemy's cannon with a degree of courage and daring 
which has been spoken of with admiration. He narrowly escaped with 
his life ; several times the six-pounders ranging within a few inches of 
him and ploughing the ground by the side of his horse. He continued 
waving his sword and encouraging his troops till the duty assigned was 
performed. The cry was — " Come on, brave New England boys !" 

The same gentleman wrote the lines containing notices of the New 
England officers in the army. Of General Pierce he writes — 

** Break New England's lion spirit! 
No — not while Pierce can plunge his steed 

Amid the cannon blaeing nenr it, 
Wave his bright sword and onward lead." 

General Pierce's next service was in connexion with the batde of Che- 
pultepec. His brigade was assigned an important position on the 12th— 
the evening previous to the battle — which it was prompt to take. But 
thft General had been for thirty-six hours previous confined to his bed and 
was not with his brigade. And it was owing to this illness that he was 
not, on the 13th, by the side of the brave Ransom and Seymour, storming 
the heights of Chepultepec. Ill as he was, however, to the surprise of 
his brother officers, he left his bed on the night of the 13th, ior the pur- 
pose of sharing in the contemplated storming of the Mexican capital on 
the following morning. It was a most eventful night. The brave Gen- 
eral Quitman had literally fought his way by the gate Belen to a point 
within Mexico, where, under cover of darkness, he was raising defences 
in the position he had won to shelter his corps. At this time he was 
under the guns of a most formidable citadel, which had yet to be con- 
quered. It was such times that called forth the indefatigable energy of 
the accomplished engineers. Sand-bags were procured ; parapets were 
completed ; formidable batteries were constructed ; a 24- pounder, an 18- 
inch pounder and an 8-inch howitzer, were placed in position — such 
heavy labor being cheerfully done by the men under the very guns of 
the great Mexican citadel. Now, one of the gallant regiments iu this post 
of real danger and glory was the New England ninth — part of Pierce's 
command*, and during the night, while the vigilant Quitman was over- 
seefng these trenches, General Pierce reported to him in person, received 
orders to protect Sieptoc's light battery, aud \ec»dNvi^ Vi^«b\\<eii^ v^NiLwssis^ 
thanks for his prompt execution of the oideia, IvX >JaaX vaus^ >iasxa'" 
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not an officer in the army who did not expect an assault at daylight. 
But in the morning a white flag came from this very citadel, and gave the 
first joyful news that Santa Ana had evacuated Mexico ! 

While such was the specific service of General Pierce, his general bear- 
ing, as to his relations with his command, from the time he landed in 
Mexico to the hour of his departure, was such as to win golden opinions 
from all. From the time he left Vera Cruz until he reached the valley of 
Mexico, he was every rod either in the saddle or on foot. This could be 
said of but few officers; for, in consequence of change of climate, or of the 
water, or of exposure, many were obliged to take an ambniance. Thu^ 
did he share the fatigues of his troops. He attended to their wants in 
sickness; he was by their side when wounded or dying; he received their 
last r€>quests. Hence, because he had a heart to sympathize with them 
was he idolized by his men. His gentlemanly bearing and republican 
manners made him a great favorite with all. Hence the universal testi- 
mony was, that he had conducted as a general officer with great honor 
and eminent usefulness. " Old Army," written by one who was an eye- 
witness of the career of General Pierce, and who says ** he has reason to 
believe that every officer of the old army would sustain him in what he 
writesy'*^ says, *^ that in his service in Mexico he did his duty as a son of 
the republic; that he was eminently patriotic, disinterested, and gallant; 
' and that it has added a laurel to his beautiful civic wreath. As a citizen, 
, he has been ready to make sacrifice for his country. As a soldier and 
commander, he has shown gallantry before the enemy, and was emi- 
nently the friend and father oi his command." 

In December, after it was ascertained that there would be no more 
fighting, General Pierce left Mexico for home. He left with the resj)ect, 
regret, and admiration of all. " I am sorry he is going," writes an offi- 
cer, " as I don't know of a man who would do better for the men under 
his command, or one that the soldiers would like so well." Another 
writes: " To my great surprise, I find that General Pierce will leave*to- 
morrow, with the train for Vera Cruz. He has borne himself with great 
honor and usefulness as a general officer, it is said of him here, that 
after the terrible battles of the valley of Mexico he visited the wounded 
and dying soldier, and with an untiring vigilance and open hand admin- 
istered without stint or measure to the alleviation of their sufferings. We 
all regret, especially those of us from New England^ his purpose to retire 
iirom the service." 

The American Star, published in the city of Mexico, contained the fol- 
lowing notice of him on the occasion of his departure: 

" Brio. General Pierce. — Among the distinguished officers of the 
American army who return to the United States with the train which 
leaves the city to-day, is Brig. General Franklin Pierce, of New Hamp- 
;shire. The Americans in the city will greatly regret the departure of this 
accomplished gentleman and officer, and certain we are that their best 
wishes for his future happiness will go with him. It is Gen. Pierce's 
gentlemanly bearing, his urbane and republican manners, which have 
made him so great a favorite with both officers and men. It is his pur- 
nose, we believe, to resign the place which he now occupies in the army 
Mnmediately upon his return to his residence. Like others of different 
grades attached to the army, he left the endearments of home, at the call 
•of the goverjamentf to participate in the baldes ol ^\s coxxavq* afe\aft^ 
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also, a lacrative profession, which none other than a patriotic motive 
could have induced him to relinquish. The sacrifice, however, was most 
cheerfully met. Gen. Pierce has won a high reputation in the United 
States for his courage and bravery, as every paper that reaches us bears 
evidence. He left Vera Cruz in the middle of July, with one of the 
largest reinforcements for General Scott, and the most extensive trains 
that have left that city since its bombardment. 

^* In the several battles before the city General Pierce's brigade behaved 
most nobly, as all our readers are well aware, and the General conducted 
himself most gallantly at Contreras, Churubusco, and Molino del Rey> 
though in the first-named action he sustained a severe injury by a plunge 
and fall of his horse among the rocks of Padiema. During the stormiuff 
of Chepultepec he was confined to his room liy indisposition, or he would 
have been charging with his men over the precipitous heights where his 
gallant friend, the lamented Ransom, fell. But, though Gen. Pierce has 
thus honorably distinguished himself, he is not ambitious of retaining his 
high position in the service, and thus acquiring distinction in the army. 
He prefers the quieter and gentler pursuits of professional life, and we 
know that he will be welcomed to his pleasant home in New England 
with hearts as warm as ever beat in the human bosom. He will return 
to his native hills with new laurels, and with the prayers of all that he 
tiiay long live to enjoy the company and society of those who are dear to 
him. Many fears, smce his departure from New England, have been 
Expressed in the public papers and private letters that General Pierce had. 
either fallen a victim to the climate of the (terra catiente, or under the guna 
of the enemy. His friends and relatives, however, are now assured of 
his safety and health, and they will gr^et him with as warm a welcome 
as an honored son of "Hew England ever received. Happiness go with 
him." 

General Pierce arrived in Washington about the middle of January. 
A Washington correspondent of the Baltimore Sun thus noticed his career 
and character: 

" General Franklin Pierce arrived here on Saturday from Mexico. This 
gallant officer is on his way to New Hampshire, on a visit to his family. 
The General is a young man, and forcibly reminds me of the generals of 
the Revolution — ^fuU of talent without pretension, and full of military ca- 
pacity without military bombast. Once a senator in the Congress of the 
United States; once tendered the Attorney Generalship — ^the first ho re- 
signed before the expiration of his term, and the last he declined when 
offered. To his credit be it said, that when the country called to arma 
he was among the first who accepred the service offered him, 'The high 
opinion held of him by men and officers evinces the propriety of the selec- 
tion and the capacity of the man." 

General Pierce, though he left Mexico in December, when negotiations 
were in progress, did not leave the service until after it was well asceiv 
tained that the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (of February 2, 1848) would 
be ratified. This was in March. There was no more work for him in 
the field, and he then resigned his commission. This was an appropri- 
ate close of a high, patriotic, and perilous duty. At the call of the law 
he promptly rallied to the standard of the law, and freely exposed his life 
in its behalf. He did this gallantly. But wat v& woX. \i\^ '^\<^'l^^^v;:iK2L. ^^^ 
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becomes a soldier only when his country has battles to fight; and when 
these are. over, he throws by his sword and mingles in the qniet duties of 
private life. Such was the spirit and principle of the men of the Revolu- 
tion; and General Pierce went on to the battle-fields of Mexico with the 
same idea with which his father before him wont to Bunker Pill, 

General. Pierce, on resigning his commission^ returned to Concord. 
His reception was most honorable to the patriotic citizens of that town. 
They assembled in large numbers^ and G^n. Low acted as the president 
of the day. General Pierce was accompanied by Lieutenant Thomas P. 
Pierce; of the ninth regiment, his acting aid; and Lieutenant Gove, of 
the same regiment. General liOW; on addressing the citizens, alluded to 
the object of the meeting, paid a tribute to the high motives and profound 
sense of honor from which General Pierce acted, described the triumphs 
of the American army as it planted the American flag on the Mexican 
capital, and concluded as follows : 

" Here we see our firiend triumphantly leading on his command. But 
this is not all we see of him. We behold the camp after the hour of 
battle has passed away. We behold it wrapped in the silence of night. 
We see the killed and the wounded, and we look for our friend. We 
find him unattended passing through the long line of tents, in which 
were to be seen the pallid cheek and exhausted frame of the dying soldier. 
To minister to them is the business of his lonely rounds. He visits the 
tents, he hears their last words, and receives their last mortal requests, 
and expends upon them his last shilling to procure for them necessaries 
which they could not, in such a place, otherwise obtain. Is not such a 
son worthy of the State that gave him birth ? " [Cheers.] Turning to 
General Pierce, he continued: " I can say no more, sir. Your services 
are understood here ; and now, in the name of this meeting, and in my 
own behalf likewise, I bid you a hearty welcome home to your adoptea 
town. And in the name of all the people in every town in this State, I 
congratulate you upon your safe return to the capital of your na:tive 
State." 

General Pierce now advanced to the front of the platform to reply. He 
labored under deep emotions, the nature of which could be well gathered 
from the tone and topics of his remarks. Although one of the most 
forcible and fluent speakers in the country, on this occasion he avoided 
everything in the shape of speaking for effect. He spoke of matters 
which intensely interested his audience: 

" He said, whatever had been his portion of the danger encountered or 
esmosure endured, or the long sad days and sleepless nights of those he had 
left behind, none of which would have occurred to him but for th^ remarks 
of the president, he had been more than compensated by the reception he 
had met, setting aside the consciousness of duty performed. He felt an 
embarrassment in addressing the meeting that he could hardly account for. 
He felt profoundly grateful to that Being who not only watches over the 
nations of the earth, but overJhe welfare of the humblest individual. He 
did not take to himself the honor of attracting such a numerous and ex- 
cited assembly as stood \>efoie and around him. The gathering was on 
account of the great number of their gallant sons, brothers, and friends, 
that had formed a part of his command. They had come to hear not 
/>j3/jr ofjiiose who live, but of those who, having displayed their devotion 
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to their country, now repose on a foreign soil. A set speech to an audi- 
ence actuated by the feelings which he perceived, would be altogether out 
of place. It would be a sort of desecration to attempt any display on 
such occasions. Upon the main topic which they must be anxious to 
hear about, he could not frame a set speech. They wanted to hear of the 
ninth regiment, the glorious New England regiment, which was assem- 
bled in such hot haste, and in such hot haste met the enemy. There 
was not a generous or just man in the State who had not pronounced in 
favor of their motives. Laying aside all the ties of home, and the fidr 
promises of youth and its enjoyments, and suffering the partings which 
press the life-blood from our young hearts, they responded to their coun- 
try's call, with a high moral purpose that could not be exceeded. 

" During the three weeks at Vera Cruz, caused by the want of mules 
and ws^ons for transportation — a delay aggravated by wide-spread sick- 
ness — he never heard a murmur from a soldier under his command. A 
more cheerful set of lads they could not have been if they had been at 
home by their own happy firesides. Their subsequent exploits l^ad been 
read in the official reports. He would not detail them. On the march, 
in the fight, everywhere, one predominant feeling animated them. The 
question was not who should be ordered forward] but which corps should 
be allowed to go forward first against the enemy. At night they were - 
cheerful in their tents, and longing for the morning, which should bring 
with it the order to move forward to battle. New Hampshire had no 
occasion for any other feeling than that of pride in regard to her sons 
who belonged to the command. They had proved themselves brave, 
devoted, self-sacrificing spirits. And Concord, too, was well represented 
among them. There was Henry Caldwell, one of the bravest and most 
determined soldiers in the army. There was Sergeant Stowell, who was 
shot plump through, the heart at Churubusco. As his last breath flowed 
he whispered to me, ^ Do the boys say I behaved well? If I have, write 
home to my people.* Then there was Sergeant Pike, who had his leg 
shot off in advancing along on a causeway swept by three batteries. Two 
amputations which did not answer the purpose were performed, and a 
third was deemed hopeless. Die he must, it was thought. ^ I know 
better than they do,' he said, ^I'll try another] and when they cut it 
again, I hope they will cut it so that it will stay cut. A third amputa- 
tion was performed, and he lived through it. He and the others named 
were printers. In the new levies, the printers exceed by twenty per 
cent, those of any other vocations; and on account of their intelligence 
and high spirit, they have proved the most efficient soldiers in the field. 

" Genetal Pierce also named Brown and S wett, of Concord, as particu- ' 
larly distinguished; and Captain Cady and Lieutenants Potter ana Dana, 
of the old' line. Nor did he forget Sergeant West, of Manchester, who 
fell at the head of his colunin, and was always there when there was any 
fighting to be done. But in mentioning the men of New Hampshire, or 
of New England, he would claim for them no superiority over others. 
The present army was made up of artillery, cavalry, the old army, and the 
new levies, representing every State of the Union ; and it was not in the 
power of man to say which had done the best service. To many it had 
been matter of great surprise that the new levies had fought as they had 
done. But it is in the race. He would^ take from the audleuce befe^sA 
him a regiment who would do the same. \viex^^xi<\\^%^s®x:^^K^a;^^^ 
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in forming combinations in front of an enemy by wheeling, connter- 
piarcbing, &c., old soldiers are undoubtedly better ; but when it came to 
close fignting, as in storming or charging, it was the man that did the 
work, and not the nr anceuvring; and in such work, the men who had 
nev^T before been under fire or handled a bayonet stood well side by side 
with the long-trained soldier. Another cause of the success of our troops, 
new and old, was the conduct of the officers, who, from the highest to 
the lowest, led and cheered on their cplumns. Hence the disproportion 
in the loss of officers and men. Hence the loss of that most brave and 
accomplished of officers of the ten new regiments — Colonel Ransom. He 
kept pressing up, pressing up, till he was shot dead at the head of his 
column. The same was true of Colonel Martin Scott, the first shot in 
the army — a son of New Hampshire. He raised himself above the pro- 
tection of a wall. A brother officer begged him not to expose himself 
unnecessarily. He replied: < Martin Scott has never yet stooped.' The 
next moment a shot passed through his heart. He fell upon his back, 
deliberately placed his cap upon his breast, and died. Colonel Graham, 
after receiving six severe wounds, continued at the head of his men, and, 
upon receiving a seventh through the heart, slowly dropped firom his 
horse; and as he fell upon the ground, said: ^Forward, my men! my 
word is always forward !^ And so saying, he died. 

^^ Having relened to Lieutenants Foster and Daniels and to several 
officers of the old army. General Pierce proceeded to say he had to retract 
opinions he had formerly entertained and expressed in relation to tht^ Mil- 
itary Academy at West Point. He was now of the opinion that the city 
of Mexico could not have been entered in the way it was but for the 
intelligence and science in military affairs of the officers of the old army, 
mostly from West Point. Services were rendered by the officers of the 
topographical engineers and ordnance which could not have been rendered 
but by men who had received the most complete military education. 
The force of the Americans had been overrated. Only seven tiiousand 
fi^ve hundred efieciive men left Puebla to attack a city of two hundred 
and fifty thousand inhabitants, defended by thirty-five thousand of the 
best troops ever raised in Mexico, one hundred pieces of cannon, and the 
finest fortifications ever raised, in addition to the natural defences of 
marshes and lakes. 

^^ In conclusion, he said he was not here to discuss any matters of con- 
troversy, but to meet his friends. Yet the subject of war was necessarily 
presented to their consideration by the occasion. Before entering in it, it 
was his belief that the war had been irresistibly pressed upon us. If he had 
doubted before, conversations he had had with the most intelligent Mexi- 
cans would have confirmed him in the opinion that the war was unavoid- 
able on our part. Four of the Mexican commissioners were in favor of 
the propositions submitted by Mr. Trist, but they were overawed by 
threats and demonstrations of the mob in Mexico, stimulated by oppo- 
nents to the then existing government. Even now the people will go 
to the last extremity against a peace. They sav it is the first time within 
the last twenty years that they have been under any protection. They 
are in favor of merging the nationality of Mexico in that of .the United 
States. They say they care nothing for a nationality which has afiforded 
diem no protection in either civil or political rights. Their rights are 
protected by American arms. 
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'' Again: the course a very large number of the public presses in the 
United States have pursued has created obstacles to peace. Mexican 
papers are filled with articles and speeches from the United States, de- 
nouncing the war on our part and justifying Mexico. The Mexican 
editors publish them, with the remark that nothing remains to be added 
by them to make out the justice of their course towards the United States. 
On the same day that he saw in a Jalapa paper a whole page of extracts 
from American papers, he saw stuck up on the trees the proclamation of 
Salas to the guerillas, ending with the watchword, ^ Death to the Yankees, 
without mercy!' Thus was furnished from our own country the food 
which fed the ferocity that pursued the army at every turn, and caused 
the butchering of every soldier who fell into their hands. In the office 
of the secretary in Mexico, extracts from American papers were found 
filed away in their pigeon-holes. They had been used in framing their 
proclamations. 

" Should the Mexicans find the Americans standing together on the 
question of tiie war, peace would follow almost instantaneously. An oppor- 
tunity is now presented to make peace by strengthening the hands of 
President Herrera, and the peace party, who have obtained a majority in 
Congress. 

^* General Pierce continued to renew his expressions of gratitude for 
his reception. '* 

This year the legislature voted General Pierce a splendid sword as a 
token of their approbation of his gallantry in the field and their esteem 
for him as a man. This was presented to him, in behalf of the State, 
by the governor. General Pieix^e made an eloquent and beautiful reply. 
After alluding to the fact that out of the six hundred and forty men wha 
went with him to Mexico, less than one hundred and fifty lived to return, 
he said: 

*' 1 accept this splendid weapon from the people of New Hampshire 
with an abiding sense of the personal regard which has never seemed to 
grow cold. May I not be permitted to say; without reference to my politi- 
cal associations, that I receive it as one among multiplied evidences, so 
far as the men of my own time of life are concerned, of something like a 
fraternal esteem and confidence, which it has been my highest purpose to 
merit, and is my firmest never to lose. In the mean time, I am not 
tinmindful of another and higher consideration which actuated the legis- 
lature. The sword, though given to me, was designed and received as 
a token of the estimation in which you hold tho services and sacrifices of 
the officers 9ind soldiers of the brigade which it was my good fortune to 
command; , and to them I would have the grateful thoughts of my friends 
turned to-day — to the noble dead; to the men who with their life-blood 
sealed their, devotion Ao the rights and honor of the republic; to the gal- 
lant living, who, having fulfilled their mission amid the untried scenes of 
an eventful campaign on a foreign soil, are now unobtrusively and use- 
fully pursuing the avocations of civil life at home. 

^^ Your thoughts and purposes in this matter are not circumscribed by 
the limits of New Hampshire or New England. You embrace the 12th' 
and I5th regiments no less warmly than the 9th. It will ever be a matter 
of gratification to me that the three regiments of my brigade were com- 
posed of men from the extreme south, north, and west of the Ualooiv 



because it illustrated, in an hour of trial and danger, that unity which is 
our strength. The question never arose, during the varied scenes of 
that summer, on what side of a geographical line a man was bom or 
reared; he stood upon the field by your side, an American officer or an 
American soldier, with an American heart; and that was enough for any 
of us to know. It was a glorious brotherhood. The highest hope of 
patriotism looks to the permanence and all-pervading power of that feel- 
ing. It is the panoply under which whatever is dear and precious in our 
institutions will repose in security. Over it may the stars and stripes 
float forever!" 

The constitution of New Hampshire contains provisions at war with 
the spirit of the age and discreditable to the intelligence of the State, and 
her able and liberal statesmen have long warred against them. One of 
them is the religious test^ in theory excluding Catholics from office^ 
though practically it is a dead letter. In 1850 a convention was called to 
revise the constitution, and General Pierce allowed himself to be elected 
a member from Concord. This convention met at the New Hampshire 
State-house on the sixth of November. It consisted of two hundred and 
ninety members, comprising a fine representation of the intelligence, the 
political and judicial service and moral worth of the Granite State. A 
more respectable assembly never assembled in its borders. Gen. Pierce 
was elected its president, and it afforded a most gratifying proof of the 
estimation in which he was held by his native State. No man in it was 
more competent to discharge this service; and the prompt, impartial, and 
dignified manner in which he performed the duties of a presiding ojffiicer 
won him new laurels. Nor was this all. When some or the obnoxious 
features of the constitution were under discussion he left the chair, min- 
gled in the debate, and gave his influence to have them expunged. Such, 
K)r instance, was his course as to the proposition to strike out the test re-, 
quirement of the constitution, which provides that some of the principal 
offices shall not be filled except by persons of the protestant religion. 
General Pierce, in his speech on this occasion, declared that undoubtedly 
this test had been a stigma on the State at home and abroad; that he had 
felt keenly the reproach; that it was unworthy of the intelligence and 
liberal spirit of his countrymen. Indeed, he said, such were his views 
that witn him it was no longer an open question, and rejoiced that the 
occasion had arrived when the obnoxious form would be dispensed with. 
"The great question of reUgious toleration,'* he said, " was practically 
settled, and settled in a manner never to be reversed, while we retained 
our present form of government, more than thirty years ago.'* The test, 
at least, had been a dead letter, a blank, on the statute-book. These 
were views that had been ever entertained by General Pierce, and no 
man in the State had taken a more decided stand on this question. Its 
abolition was triumphantly carried in the convention. And when the 
people of Concord assembled in town meeting to vote on the amendments 
to the constitution submitted by this convention. General Pierce attended, 
and made another eloquent speech in favor of the great principle of reli- 
gious freedom. 

General Pierce from this time continued in the assiduous pursuit of his 

profession. But he also kept warmly interested in the politics of the time; 

and in the critical period that elicited the Compromise measures, he once 

more became an active politician. His views as U> \!tifts^ Yaft^sutes^ which 
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were then pending, were expressed in a private letter dated May 9, 18S0, 
and addressed to a distinguished democratic senator: 

" I have been so constantly occupied in court that no leisure moment 
has presented itself for the acknowledgment of your noble speech upon 
Mr. Bell's proposition for a compromise of the question which has so 
deeply agitated Congress and the country during the last few months. I 
appreciate your kind remembrance of me personally. As a iNew Hamp- 
shire man, I hear your name pronounced only with pride 5 as an Ameri- 
can citizen, I acknowledge with gratitude the eminent public services 
that have, signalized your course along the whole line of your useful life. 

*^ It grieves me to observe that the spirit of concession and honorable 
compromise is not stronger and more pervading at Washington. I have 
no apprehension that the disruption of this Union is at hand ;^ but I foresee 
consequences appalling in this daily use of the terms ^ North and South,' 
as terms of antagonism. What are the North and South but component 

}>arts of our common country — ^parts which should be regarded as abso- 
utely inseparable; not united merely by reciprocal rights and obligations 
arising under the constitution, but bound together by ties of affection^ 
common interest, and reciprocal respect; recognising at all times, and 
above all, that noble band of brotherhood which concentrated the genius, 
and courage, and patriotism that achieved our independence — that has 
sustained the country in all its trials; that bond to which the republic is 
indebted for a career more rapid and wonderful than any that has hithertp 
marked the march of civilization and civil liberty? 

^^ You have doubtless observed that a great effort is being made to give 
currency to the impression that the opinions and sMitimeats advanced by 
yourself find nothing like a general response in New England. I do not 
believe the &ct to be so in this State. Our people set a value upon the 
Union which language cannot express; they look for a compromise — ex- 
pect a compromise — conceived in a spirit of justice and patriotism, firmly 
and manfully." 

On the 20th of November, at Manchester, he took part in one of the 
most interesting and important political meetings ever held in New Hamp- 
shire. It was one of the Union meetings which were called at that period 
in order to give a pledge of fidelity to the Union, the constitution, and the 
laws. A delegation of five hundred Vent from Concord to attend this 
gathering. On being introduced by the president, General Pierce was 
received with the most enthusiastic cheers. Though he disclaimed any 
purpose of making a regular address, yet he made an eloquent appeal in 
behalf of a performance of constitutional duties. * In the course of it the 
following scene occurred: 

^' He was in the United States Senate when that word was heard for 
the first time on that floor, and never should he forget the thrill of honor 
it sent through that body. A deep and solemn pause ensued, and sena- 
tors shuddered as they slowly turned their eyes upon the bold author of 
the appalling suggestion. But he had now lived to hear hisses while one 
of the secretaries of the meeting was reading a resolution in favor of 
union. [This remark drew hisses, and General Pierce proceeded:] They 
hiss again. Let them be met by argument; let the discussion come, and 
he that is defeated must go to the wall and yield the question. That is 
the way to manage such matters in a free counttY. Thftt^ vsN»s»t \isfti ^cs^ 
breaking up of the. government in c^cb^ ol djd^^V \l ^a^ 'Wfe^^^scsg^afi*^ 
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into a war by fanaticism^ we cannot conquer. Both sections of the coun- 
try may be immolated. Neither could come out of the contest short of 
ruin. It was said that we of the North could bring two men into the field 
for every one that the South could muster; but it would be found, when 
the trial should come, that the man who now makes that boast would not 
be one of the two men, who was to go forth to meet even the one man 
from the South. [Great cheering.] 

*' General Pierce said the men then in the hall who had abandoned them- 
selves to the infatuation of disunion sentiments would probably live to 
regret and repent of their present course. In the coming days of decrepi- 
tude, when the infirmities of age shall have crept upon them, they would 
gather their children around them, and confess how they were once be- 
trayed into moral treason^ and as a legacy say to them, ' Stand by your 
Union, and stand by your country.' He said he deemed it unnecessary 
to go into a formal argument in support of the Union. The resolutions 
embraced all that could be said on that subject. When the Compromise 
was first proposed in Congress, he had no doubt that the Union would go 
down unless the measures recommended were carried. The defeat of 
the first attempt overwhelmed him with apprehension, understanding that 
the Compromise was intended to give to the South a sense of greater 
security for one of their rights than they felt they had for some time past 
po»^essed. Who did not deplore slavery? But what sound-thinking 
mind regarded that as the only evil which could rest upon the land? The 
men who would dissolve the Union did not hate or deplore slavery more 
' than he did; but even with it, we had lived in peace, prosperity, and 
security, from the foundation of our institutions to the present time. If 
the constitution provided for the return of fugitive slaves, it should be 
done. That was what he wanted to do; that was what our fathers agreed 
we should do; and that was what the friends of the Union established by 
them wanted to do. [Hisses.] There, said General P., are the argu- 
ments of the ^higher law,' I suppose.'' 

It was in connexion with these measures that the New Hampshire de- 
mocracy made a bold movement as to their candidate for governor, Mr. 
Atwood. After he had been long in nomination, and within three weeks 
of the election, it was ascertained that he had written letters in favor of a 
repeal of one of these measures which were acceptable to the free-soil 
party. Prompt action was taken; the same convention that put Mr. At- 
wood in nomination was reassembled; a new candidate was elected; and 
though the democratic party did not succeed in electing him by the 
people, yet he was elected by the legislature. General Pierce had an 
important agency in this movement. Though Mr. Atwood had long been 
his fellow-townsman and always a personal friend, yet the General prose- 
cuted an active canvass against him, and contributed more than any other 
man to effect his overthrow. This year (1852) the democracy have been 
again victorious — the bold movement of the succeeding year having been 
sustained. A jubilee was held by the Manchester democracy on the oc- 
casion of this renewed triumph, to which General Pierce was invited. 
His reply was as follows: 

Concord, March 16, 1852. 

My Dear Sir: Your letter of the 12th instant was duly received. I 

yield with extreme reluctance to circumstances, which deny me the 

pleajsum of pajticipeuwg in your jubilee. The VvbIotj ^^e^m^ \ft \ask\ici 
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element of completeness. It is the triumph of right over wrong — of the 
demociacy single-handed overall factions and all combinations — of fidelity 
to the constitution and the Union over virtual treason to both. Present 
my thanks to the Committee of Arrangements, my congratulations to the 
meeting, and with them, if you please, the subjoined sentiment. In 
haste, your friend, 

FRANK. PIERCE. 
Hon. Samuel H. Ayer. 

" The Compromise Measures of 1850 and the New Hampshire Dem^crch 
cy: Upon the former, the latter have fixed the seal of their emphatic appro- 
bation. No North, no South, no East, no West, under the constitution; 
but a sacred maintenance of the common bond and true devotion to the 
common brotherhood." 

In January, 1852, the democracy of New Hampshire in convention 
presented General Pierce as the democratic candidate for the presidency. 
This elicited the following letter of declination: 

Concord, January 12, 1852. 

My Dear Sir: I take the liberty to address you, because no channel 
more appropriate occurs to me through which to express my thanks to the 
convention over which you presided on the 8th instant, and to the masses 
there represented. , . 

I am far from being insensible to the steady and generous confidence 
so often manifested towards me by the people of this State; and although 
the object indicated in the resolution, having particular reference to my- 
self, be not one of desire on my part, the expression is not on that account 
less gratifying. 

Doubtless the spontaneous and just appreciation of an intelligent people 
is the best earthly reward for earnest and cheerful services rendered to 
one's State and country; and while it is a matter of unfeigned regret that 
my life has been so barren of usefulness, I shall ever hold this and similar 
tributes among my most cherished recollections. 

To these my sincere and grateful acknowledgments 1 desire to add, 
that the same motives which induced me several years ago to retire . 
from public life, and which since' that time have controlled my judgment 
in this respect, now impel me to say, that the use of my name, in any 
event, before the Democratic National Convention at Baltimore, to which 
you are a delegate, would be utterly repugnant to my tastes and wishes. 
I am, with the highest respect and esteem, your friend, 

FRANK PIERCE. 

Hon. Chas. G. Atherton, Nashville y N, H. 

The last letter of General Pierce before the meeting of the National 
Convention was the following, addressed to Colonel Lally, of New 
Hampshire : 

Tremont House, Boston, May 27, 1852. 

« # ## » * » # 

I intended to speak to you more fully upon the subject of the Compro- 
mise measures than I had an opportunity to do. The importance of the 
action of the convention upon this question cannot be over-estimated. I 
believe there will be no disposition on the part of the South to ^ceas teaa- 
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lutions unnecessarily offensive to the sentiments of the North. But can 
we ^ay as much'on our side? Will the Nortli come cheerfully up to the 
mark of constitutional right? If not, a breach in our party is inevitable. 
The matter should be met at the threshold, because it rises above party, 
and looks at the very existence of the confederacy. 

The sentiment of no one State is to be regarded upon this subject ; but 
having fought the battle in New Hampshire upon the fugitive-slave law, 
and upon what we believed to be the ground of constitutional right, we 
should, of course, desire the approval of the democracy of the country. 
What I wish to say to you is this : If the Compromise measures are not to 
be substantially and firmly maintained, the plain rights secured by the 
constitution will be trampled in the dust. What difference can it ujake 
tct you or me, whether the outrage shall seem to fall on South Carolina, 
or Maine, or New Hampshire? Are not the rights of each equally dear to 
us all? I will never yield to a craven spirit, that, from considerations of 
policy, would endanger the Union. Entertaining these views, the action 
of the convention must, in my judgment, be vital. If we of the North, 
who have stood by the constitutional rights of the South, are to be aban- 
doned to any time-serving policy, the hopes of democracy and of the 
Union must sink together. As I told you, my name will not be before 
the convention ; but I cannot help feeling that what there is to be done 
will be important beyond men and parties — transcendently important to 
the hopes of democratic progress and civil liberty. Your friend, 

FRANK. PIERCE. 

Notwithstanding General Pierce's repeated declinations of the great 
honor of a nomination for the presidency, yet this was destined to fall to 
his lot. His name had been presented not only by New Hampshire, but 
by presses and statesmen in other parts of the Union, previous to the Bal- 
timore Democratic National Convention. This body was one of the most 
able and patriotic representations of the party that ever assembled in 
council. When it was found that neither of the distinguished statesmen 
whose names had been brought into the convention could receive the 
nomination, and that the common sacrifice of preferences would be re- 
quired by the friends of all, then the high character^ distinguished ser- 
vices, and acknowledged qualifications of General Pierce pointed him out 
as a fit candidate for the great American ofiice which ought neither to be 
sought nor declined. Virginia, the mother of States and the birth-place 
of the Father of Democracy, first gave her vote for Generial Pierce. Other 
States followed. And the nomination was made amidst an enthusiasm 
which has been rarely equalled and which could not be surpassed, it 
was made not only in a spirit of wise statesmanship but of compromise, 
conciliation and union. It was thus that this true and modest son of the 
Granite State was made the standard-bearer of the national democratic 
party. 

The convention ap)K)inted a committee consisting of Colonel Barbour, 
of Virginia, Hon» J. Thompson, of Mississippi, Hon. Alpheus Felch, of 
Michigan, and Hon. P. Soul6, of Louisiana, to acquaint General Pierce 
of his nomination. This committee waited on the General at his resi- 
dence in Concord, New Hampshire, and delivered to him the following 
letter: 



Concord, June 17, 1852. 

Sir: A National Convention of the democratic republican party, which 
met in Baltimore the first Tuesday in June, unanimously nominated you 
as a candidate for the high trust of President of the United States. We 
have been delegated to acquaint you with the nomination, af)d earnestly 
to request that you will accept it. Persuaded as we are that this office 
should not be pursued by an uochastened ambition, it can never be 
refused by a dutiful patriotism. 

The circumstances under which you will be presented for the canvass 
of your countrymen are propitious to the interests which the constitu- 
tion intrusts to our federal Union, and must be auspicious to your own 
fame. You come before the people without the impulse of personal wishes, 
and free from all selfish expectations. You are identified with none 
of the distractions which have recently disturbed our country, whilst you 
are known td be faithful to the constitution, to all its guarantees and com- 
promises. You will be free to exert your tried abilities within the path 
of duty in protecting that repose we happily enjoy, and in giving efficacy 
and controltb those cardinal principles that have already illustrated the 
party which has selected you as its leader — principles that regard the 
security and prosperity of the whole country and the paramount powex 
of its laws as indissolubly associated with the perpetuity of our civil and 
religious liberties. 

The convention did not pretermit the duty of reiterating those princi* 
pies, and you will find them prominently set forth in the resolutions it 
adopted. To these we respectfully invite your attention. 

It is firmly believed that to your talents and patriotism the secu- 
rity of our holy Union, with its expanded and expanding interests, may 
be wisely trusted, and that, amid all the perils which may assail the con- 
stitution, you will have the heart to love and the arm to defend it. 

With congratulations to you and the country upon this demonstration 
of its exalted regard, and the patriot hopes that cluster over it, we have 
the honor to be, with all respect, your fellow-citizens, 

J. S. BARBOUR, 
J. THOMPSON, 
ALPHEUS FELCH, 
PIERRE SOULE. 
Hon. Franklin Pierce, of 'New Hampshire. 

To this beautiful and appropriate letter. General Pierce made the fol- 
lowing admirable reply: 

Concord, N. H., June 17, 1852. 

Gentlemen: I have the honor to acknowledge your personal kindness 
in presenting to me this day your letter officially informing me of my 
nomination by the Democratic National Convention as a candidate for 
the presidency of the United States. 

The surprise with which I received the intelligence of the nomination 
was not unmingled with painful solicitude, and yet it is proper for me to 
say that the manner in which it was conferred was peculiarly gratifying. 
The delegation from New Hampshire, with all the glow of State pride 
and all the warmth of personal regard, would not have submittea my 
name to the convention, nor would they have cast a vote for me, under 
circumstances other than those which occurrisd. 
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I shall always cherish with pride and gratitude the recollection of the 
fact that the voice which first pronounced for me, and pronounced alone, 
came from the mother of States — a pride and gratitude rising far above 
any consequences that can betide me personally. 

May I not regard it as a fact pointing to the overthrow of sectional 
jealousies, and looking to the perennial life and vigor of a Union cemented 
Dy the blood of those who have passed to their reward — a Union wonder- 
ful in its formation, boundless in its hopes, amazing in its destiny ! I 
accept the nomination, relying upon an abiding devotion to the interests, 
the honor, and the glory of our whole country, but, beyond and above 
all, upon a Power superior to ail human might — a Power which, firom 
the first gun of the Revolution, in every crisis through which we have 
passed, in every hour of our acknowledged peril, when the dark clouds 
have shut down around us, has interposed as if to baffle human wisdom, 
outmatch human forecast, and bring out of darkness the rainbow of 
promise. Weak myself, faith and hope repose there in security. I ac- 
cept the nomination upon the platform adopted by the coriv^ntion, not 
because this is expected of me as a candidate, but because bie principles 
it embraces command the approbation of my judgment; and with them 1 
believe I can safely say there has been no word nor act of my life in 
conflict. 

I have only to tender my grateful acknowledgments to you, gentlemen, 
to the convention of which you were members, and to the people of our 
common country. 

I am, with the highest respect, your most obedient servant, 

FRANK. PIERCE. 

Hon. J. S. Barbour, 
J. Thompson, 
Alpheu9 Felch, 

PlERRB SOULB. 

The above imperfect sketch will serve to recall the principal points of 
the career of Franklin Pierce. Since the death of Levi Woodbury, he 
has stood foremost in the ranks of the democracy of New England. He 
attained this position by an able, open, steadfast adherence to principle; 
by proving himself more than equal to every station he has occupied; by 
serving his native State with reputation in the halls of legislation, and his 
country with gallantry and a spirit of self-sacrifice on the fields of battle; 
by proving himself to be a thorough and consistent republican, a judicious 
legislator, and a true friend to the constitution of his country. He now 
stands before the nation as the embodiment of the nationalit^^^of the great 
party by whoiii he is supported. He bears about him in pis own past 
brilliant career, in the antecedents of the democratic party, and in the 
enthusiastic action of its representatives in convention, a pledge, if elected, 
to uphold unfalteringly the great American cause of the Union, the Con- 
stitution, and the Laws; and on this grand basis to speed on the coun- 
try in its destined career of freedom and progress. 



WILLIAM R. KING. 



William Rupus King is a native of North Carolina. He was born bn ' 
the 7th of April, 1786. His father, William King, was one of three 
brothers, whose ancestor, on the paternal side, coming from the north of 
Ireland, settled>at an early day on James river, in the colony of Virginia. 
Their mother was descended from a Huguenot family which had been 
driven from Prance by the revocation of the edict of Nantes. 

At the time of the Revolution the grandfather was too aged and infirm 
to participate in that arduous struggle; but he and his three sons were 
zealous and devoted whigs, (when that term meant something,) and the 
latter did good and eflFective service in the glorious cause. The eldest 
brother commanded a company of State troops, the youngest held a cap- 
tain's commission in the continental army, and William, the father of 
Colonel King, took his position in the State line as a common soldiery by 
the side of some of the best and most patriotic men in the State. During 
the whole revolutionary war North Carolina was fighting-ground: and 
whether grappling with the tories or engaged with the myrmidons of 
Britain, none made greater sacrifices or met more dangers than did the 
gallant family of Kings. 

The war over and independence secured, the father of the subject of 
our sketch, a planter in independent circumstances, devoted himself to 
the rearing and education of his children. At the early age of twelve 
years William R. King was sent to the University of North Carolina, at 
Chapel Hill. On leaving that institution, where his attention to his 
studies, and uniformly correct and gentlemanly deportment, had com- 
manded the respect and regard of his lellows and the approbation of the 
professors, he entered the law office of William Dufly, a distinguished 
lawyer, residing in the town of Fayetteville, North Carolina, and in the 
autumn of 1805 obtained a license to practise in the superior courts of the 
State. In 1806 he was elected a member of the legislature of the State 
from the county of Sampson, in which he was born. He was again 
elected the year following ; but, on the meeting of the legislature, he was 
chosen solicitor by that body, and resigned his seat. Colonel King con- 
tinued in the practice of his profession uiitil he was elected a member of 
Congress from the Wilmington district, in August, 1810, when he was 
but little more than twenty-four years of age ; but, as his predecessor's 
term did not expire before the 4th of March, 1811, Colonel King did not 
take his seat in the Congress of the United States until the autumn of 
that year, being the first session of the twelfth Congress. This was a 
most important period in the history of the country. The governments 
of England and France had for years rivalled each other in acts destructive 
of the neutral rights, and ruinous to the commerce of the United States. 
Every effort had been made— but in vain — to procure an abandonment of 
orders in council on the one baud, and decrees on the other, which had 
nearly cut up the commerce of the cowtv\rj\r^ >^\^\^^\^^'?cci^Vsa!2i^^ssSk- 
jority of the people felt that to submil Yow^'&t \.o ^wsJsi ^gj©^'^ -^^^scciss^^ 
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their rights as a neutral nation would he degrading, and they called upon 
the government to protect those rights, even at the hazard of a "war. la 
this state of things Colonel King took his seat in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and unhesitatingly ranged himself on the side of the bold and 
patriotic spirits in that body who had determined to repel aggression, 
come from what quarter it might, and to maintain the rights and the honor 
of the country. The withdrawal of the Berlin and Milan decrees by 
France, while England refused to abandon her orders in council, put an 
end to all hesitation as to which of those powers should be met in deadly- 
strife. In June, 1812, war was declared agamst England, Mr. King 
advocating and voting for the declaration. He continued to represent his 
district in Congress during the continuance of the war, sustaining with 
all his power every measure deemed necessary to enable the^government 
to prosecute it to a successful termination ; and not until the 7;ig^ts of the 
country were vindicated and secured, and peace restored to the land, did 
he feel at liberty to relinquish the highly responsible posititn in which 
his confiding constitutents had placed him. In the spring of 1 816 Colonel 
King resigned his seat in the House of Representatives, and accompanied 
William Pinckney, of Maryland, as secretary of legation, first to Naples, 
ani then to St. Petersburg, to which courts Mr. Pinckney had been ap- 
pointed minister plenipotentiary. Colonel King remained abroad not 
quite two years, having in that time visited the greater portion of Europe, 
making himself acquainted with the institutions of various governments, 
and the condition oi their people. On his return to the United States he 
determined to move to the Territory of Alabama, which determination he 
carried into efiect in the winter of 1818-19, and fixed his residence in 
the county of Dallas, where he still resides. A few months after Colonel 
King arrived in the Territory — Congress having authorized the people to 
form a constitution and establish a State government — he was elected a 
member of the convention. Colonel King was an active, talented, and 
influential member of that body, was placed on the committee appointed 
to draught a constitution, and was also selected by the general committee, 
together with Judge Taylor, now of the State of Mississippi, and Judge 
Henry Hitchcock — now no more — to reduce it to form,, in accordance 
with the principles and provisions previously agreed on. This duty they 
performed in a manner satisfactory to the committee. The constitution 
thus prepared was submitted to the convention, and adopted with but 
islight alterations. 

On the adjournment of the convention Colonel King returned to his 
former residence in North Carolina, where most of his property still was, 
and, having made his arrangements for its removal, set out op. his return 
for Alabama. Pn reaching Milledgeville, in the State of Gecirgia, he re- 
ceived a letter from Governor Bibb, of Alabama, informing him that he 
had been elected a senator in the Congress of the United States, and that 
the certificate of his election had been transmitted to the city of Washing- 
ton. This was the first intimation which Colonel King had that his 
name even had been presented to the legislature for that high position ; 
and injuriously as it would affect his private interests— in the then condi- 
tion of his affairs — he did not hesitate to accept the honor so unexpectedly 
conferred upon him, and, leaving his people to pursue their way to Ala- 
bama, he retraced his steps, and reached the c\l^ of Yf^^^hvu^tAn a few 

^yf before the meeting of Congress. His coWeaguCj XYv^^qu* ^o\vcl^ % 

Walkefj bad axKved before him. 
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Alabama was admitted as a State, and her senators, aftor taking the 
oath to support the constitution of the United States, were required to 
draw for their term of service, when Major Walker drew six years and 
Colonel King four. At the time that Alabama became a State of the 
Union the indebtedness of her citizens for lands sold by the United 
States, under what was known as the credit system, was nearly twelve 
millions of dollars. It was perfectly apparent that this enormous sum 
could not be paid, and that an attempt to enforce the payment could only 
result in ruin to her people. Congref,s became satisfied that the mode 
heretofore adopted for the disposal of the public domain was wrong, and 
a law was passed reducing the minimum price from two to one dollar and 
twenty-five cents the acre, with cash payments. This change was' 
warmly advocated by senators Walker and King. 

At the next session a law was passed authorizing the piirchasers of % 
public landib^, under the credit system, to relinquish to the government a 
portion of their purchase, and to transfer the amount paid on the part re- 
linquished, so as to make complete payment on the part retained. At a 
subsequent session another law was passed, authorizing the original pur- 
<jhasers of the lands so relinquished to enter them at a fixed rate, much 
below the price at which they had been originally sold. To the exertions 
of senators King and Walker, Alabama is mainly indebted for the passage 
of these laws, which freed her citizens from the heavy debt which threat- 
ened to overwhelm them with ruin, and also enabled them to secure their 
possessions upon reasonable terms. 

Colonel King was elected a senator in 1823, in 1828, in 1834, and in 
1840. His firm but conciliatory course insured for him the respect and 
confidence of the Senate, and he was repeatedly chosen to preside over 
that body as PresidrJnt pro tern,, the duties of which position he dis- 
charged in a manner so satisfactory, that at the clos(^ of each session a 
resolution was adopted, without a dissenting voice, tendering him the 
thanks of the body for the ability and impartiality with which he had 
discharged those duties. In the spring of 1844 Colonel King was offered 
the situation of minister to France, which he declined, as he had, on 
previous occasions, refused to accept other diplomatic situations which 
had been tendered to him, preferring, as he declared, to be a senator from 
Alabama to any office which could be conferred on him by the general 
government. At this time the proposition for the annexation of Texas 
was pending, and there was but too much reason to believe that the 
British government was urging that of Prance to unite with her in a 
protest against such annexation. It was, therefore, of the highest im- 
portance to prevent, if possible, such joint protest as, should it be made, 
must have inevitably resulted in producing hostilities with one or both of 
these powers ; for no one for a moment believed that the government of 
the United States would be deterred from carrying out a measure which 
she considered essential to her interests, from any apprehension of conse- 
quences which might result from any combination of the powers of 
Europe. Colonel King was a decided advocate of the annexation of 
Texas; and when urged by the President and many of his friends in 
Congress to accept the mission, he consented,*under these circumstances, 
to give up his seat in the Senate. Colonel King, feeling the import- 
ance of prompt action, did not even. leVwitv \.o\v\^\\o\»fe v^ '?ix\:^x\^Vv^'^- 
rate affairs, but repaired at oucc lo ^^^ Xox\!l toA. ns4^ ^^!ss.^^^ ^ssi. 
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Havre. Arriving in Paris, he obtained an audience of the King, pre- 
sented his credentials, and at once entered upon the object of his mission. 
After frequent conferences with the King of the French, who had kindly 
consented that he might discuss the subject with him, without going 
through the usual routine of communicating through the Foreign Office, 
Colonel King succeeded in convincing his Majesty that the contemplated 
protest, while it would not arrest the proposed annexation, would en- 
gender on the minds of the American people a feeling of hostility towards 
France, which would operate most injuriously to the interests of both 
countries, now united by the closest bonds of friendship; and his Majesty 
ultimately declared that "he would do » nothing hostile, to the United 
States, or which could give to her just cause of offence." The desired 
object was accomplished. England was not in a condition to act alone, 
and all idea of a protest was abandoned. Colonel King remained in 
France until the autumn of 1846, dispensing a liberal hospitality to his 
countrymen and others, and receiving from those c©B»ected with the 
government, and a large circle of the most distinguished individuals in 
Paris, the kindest attention. He returned to the United States in No- 
vember, 1846, having requested and obtained the permission of the Presi- 
dent to resign his office. 

in 1848 the Hon. Arthur P. Bagby was appointed minister plenipoten- 
tiary to Russi|, and resigned his seat in the Senate of the United States. 
Colonel King >vas appointed by the governor of Alabama to fill the va- 
cancy thus created; and in 1849 — the term for which he was appointed 
having expired — he was elected by the legislature for a full term of six 
years. In 1850, on the death of General Taylor, the President of the 
United States, Mr. Fillmore, the Vice President, succeeded to that high 
office, and Colonel King was chosen by the unanimous vote of the Senate 
President of that body, which places him in the second highest office in 
the government. Colonel King has ever been a decided republican of 
the Jeffersonian school. He has, during his whole political life, opposed 
the exercise of implied powers on the part of the general government, 
unless palpably and plainly necessary to carry into effect an expressly 
granted power — firmly impressed with the belief, as he has often declared, 
that the security and harmony, if not the very existence, of the federal 
government, was involved in adhering to a strict construction of the con- 
stitution. 

In all the relations of life Colonel King has maintained a spotless repu- 
tation. His frank and confiding disposition, his uniform courtesy and 
kindness, have endeared him to numerous friends, and commanded for 
him the respect and confidence of all who have had the pleasure of his 
acquaintance. 

Colonel King is about six feet high, remarkably erect in figure, and is 
well proportioned. Brave and chivalrous in character, his whole bearing 
impresses even strangers with the conviction that they are in the presence 
of a finished gentleman. His fine colloquial powers, and the varied and 
extensive information wliich he possesses, render him a most interesting 
companion. 



\ 



A FINE IS INCURReO IP THIS BOOK IS 

NOT RETURNED TO THE LtBRARV ON 

BEFORE THE LAST DATE STAAtraO 

.ow. 




